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PREFACE. 



AT the fiig-end of this summer, among a motley 
-^ crowd of Tourists, by the irresistible power of 
Steam, I was injected into the island of Ireland, 
which I had never before seen. For a week, almost 
without winking, I looked it steadily in the face. 
For a similar period, in various localities, immured 
by myself, I was poring over data I deemed it ne- 
cessary to obtain. 

At the expiration of my fortnight's holiday, with 
notes before me of the little I had seen, heard, and 
read ; unbiassed by the counsels of any one, in pure 
retirement, and almost in solitude, for rather more 
than a month, I alternately ruminated and wrote; 
and in the words of Mr. Weller's graphic history of 
his courtship, and of " Sammy's" origin, this Volume, 
I honestly confess, is the **c<msekens of the manooverj* 

OxKNDON, NorthamftontJiM^ 
October^ 1862. 
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A FORTNIGHT IN IRELAND. 



DUBLIN. 



r' was blowing half a gale of wind, raining, and, at intervals, 
thundering rather loudly, when the 9h. 15m. a. m. Lon- 
don express train of the 11th of August, an. dom. 1852, 
reached Holyhead at 5h. 40m. p. m. The smoke from the 
funnel of a large black steamer, moored alongside the pier, 
although dispersed to atoms the instant it escaped therefrom, 
was evidently connected with the white steam that in like 
manner and in the same direction scudded from the engine ; 
in fact, the vessel for upwards of an hour had been awaiting 
the arrival of the train. The storm — as storms always are— 
was really pitiless ; and as I sat in the carriage waiting fbr 
T^7 ^^^SS^^i which the guard had kindly undertaken to bring 
to me, I observed more than one umbrella from being convex 
suddenly become concave, and while the unhappy owner, spell- 
bound, with stem to windward, was violently struggling with 
the calamity, a motley crowd of passengers in mackintoshes, 
cloaks, shawls, gowns, and other garments, all more or less 
fluttering to leeward, were to be seen hurrjdng at unequal 
rates towards the confines of a broad wooden declivity, down 

1* 
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wMdi they descended to the deck of the vessel. As soon as 
I obtained my luggage I followed, and as, on entering the gen- 
tlemen's cabin, I found that the circular line of sofas, divided 
into berths or beds of about six feet each, were not only en- 
gaged, but that most of their occupants, with a pillow under 
their heads, were already reclining on them at full length, 
anxious to be as close to fresh air as possible I sat down on 
one nearest the door. 

'* You've no right to be here /" said a voice to me, rather 
sulkily. Begging its pardon, I arose, and, seeing that a berth 
above, from which I could look down upon the grumbler be- 
neath, was disengaged, I at once took possession of it, and, as 
a horizontal position appeared to be the order of the day, I 
obediently followed the fashion. 

As in my exalted position I had plenty of air, I remained 
not only perfectly well, but, I may almost say, merry ; and, 
as my friend beneath me, who had been suffering dreadfully, 
had, I remarked, always commenced his paroxysms of anguish 
by a peculiar small sigh, I just once, as a slight punishment 
for his sulkiness, looked seriously down upon him, and, al- 
though I did not imitate his sigh, I really believe that if 1 had 
pointed a 24-pounder at him I could not have suddenly pro- 
duced in his countenance a greater amount of alarm, which, 
tempering justice with mercy, in a few seconds I dispersed by 
a friendly smile, expressive of the words, Fecut not ! 

In due time a lulling of the waters announced to us, in our 
captivity, that we were in Dublin Bay ; and accordingly, aris- 
ing, or descending from our respective lairs, we staggered on 
deck, from whence all that I could see of Ireland consisted of 
a couple of very large red eyes and (Hie white one, glaring as 
beacons through darkness and rain. 

On our reaching the pier a scene of great confusion ensued. 
The baggage of all the passengers was handed up through a 
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hatchway from the very bottom of the hold, and, almost as 
&8t as it appeared, was earried away. I knew not where, by a 
set of porters whom every body appeared desirous to engage, 
and who, nevertheless, without seeking for employers, rushed 
at the ba^age, well knowing that, possession being nine points 
of their law, the tenth portion, in the shape of the owner, 
would be sure to find them. I felt myself much too frail to 
engage in a contest between such boisterous competitors, and 
I had almost made up my mind that my portnumteau would 
become the adoj^ted child of a stronger parent, when, joyfully 
espying it among the mass, I enlisted a man to carry it up 
steps and down steps to the train that was in waiting, and in 
a few minutes we were all flying in the dark towards our goal. 
In about a quarter of an hour we reached it. Here again 
there was a little scramble and confusion; however, with the 
assistance of a porter I got all my traps deposited on the front 
seat of a comfortable carriage, and, sitting opposite to them, 
I called out to the coachman to drive me to Morrison's hotel. 

To my vast surprise, instead of moving forwards, as I ex- 
pected, the vehicle, like a crab, started off sideways, and in 
that humiliating position it trundled me in a very short space 
of time to a handsome door, where I arrived at exactly ten 
minutes after midnight. "Would your AmV like to take 
anything?" said the voice of a waiter, almost before I was 
within the threshold. " Yes," I replied, " a bedroom candle ;** 
and with the assistance of its friendly light, on being conduct- 
ed into a clean, well-furnished room, I managed to unpack 
what was requisite, and in due time, in utter darkness, found 
myself between the linen sheets of a comfortable bed. 

" Well," said 1 to myself, " it's certainly rather a clever 
feat to have got into a four-post bed in Dublin without having 
bothered oneself with the old-fashioned controversial corapar- 
ison between the beauty of its bay and that of Napleal— 
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Here I am, snug in the heart of a great country, of whidi I 
have not even seen an extremity — in fact," I gravely reflected, 
^ although I am in the metropolis of Ireland, I know no more 
about it than a newly appointed Secretary of State, on luxu- 
riously sitting down on his large roomy chair in Downing 
street, knows of the names, position, climate, soil and charac- 
ter of the inhabitants of the innumerable colonies he is re- 
quired to govern ; and as ke is not afraid of being alone in 
moral darkness, neither ought I." And with this sentiment, 
as well as a few others, indolently mixing, staggering, and 
then fainting away t<^ether in my mind, I gradually and in- 
sensibly dropped off to sleep. 

In the morning, which was beautifully fine, after a good 
breakfast I mounted a horse, which I thought would be the 
most daring, independent, and least fatiguing mode of looking 
about me, and I was slowly riding I knew not where, nor in- 
deed did I care, when I heard behind me the pattering of a 
pair of naked human feet. 

" Wull yere Am'r give me a jarb ?" said a nice-looking lad, 
with a very small piece of shirt sticking out of a slight hole 
in his trowsers behind. I thought he took me for a farmer, 
BO at once, to get rid of him, I very simply confided to him 
that I was a stranger, and had no "job" to give him. With 
a smile he repeated his request. " Can you give me a jarb V 
" No 1" I replied, rather sternly. 

" Yere Am'r might be getting off!" he explained. 

" Does yere Am'r want a boy ?" said a gruff voice. On 
turning towards it I saw a man very poorly dad, of about 
forty-five years of age. " Ha'nt your Am'r a bit of a jarb 
for me 1" Before I could reply I observed another real boy 
coming after me, no doubt whatever for a " jarb." Now what 
I wanted was quietly to be enabled to observe a little without 
bdog obierved; but as it was evident that, unless I at <moe 
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eam€ to some decisive arrangement, the &ct of my having 
^arrived that morning at ten minutes past midnight^' would, 
as it were, be placarded on my back, I resolved, out of the 
three candidates, to enlist one ; and, moreover, in order that 
my first act in Ireland might be a just one, I selected the boy 
who had come first 

'^ Now keep close to this stirrup," said I to him as 80<mi as 
I had got rid of the rest ; '^ and if any one else oomes after me, 
tell him at once I am engaged to you." 

" I wuU, yere Am'r !" he replied, with a very decisive nod. 

Unassailed and unnoticed by any one, my horse sometimes 
Walked, sometimes trotted, and sometimes for a few seconds 
stood still, according as the objects I successively encountered 
more or less attracted my attention. 

" This, yere Ani'r !*' said my guide, extending his right 
arm as he pointed to a large edifice, *^ is called" — 

" Nevermind about its name !" I replied, interrupting him ; 
for as I merely wanted to take a general view of a city into 
which I had as it were just dropped from the clouds, I did not 
approve of being instructed before its public by a bare-footed 
professor. 

As we were proceeding, a gentleman inquired of him the 
way to some point % " Ye'U go along Nassau street," he re- 
plied, '^ till ye come to King Willium a horseback ; you'll see 
ut thin on yere lift hand !" 

" I hope yere Am'r will give me a copper !" said the fee- 
ble voice of a poor old woman, who, availing herself of the 
stoppage, had hobbled up to me ; " Fm wake wi' the hunger !" 
she added. 

In pas^ng the Ordnance-Office I sent in my aid-de-camp 
to inquire for the address of the Commanding Engineer. A 
gray-headed man instantly came out and told me, very civilly, 
it was 40, Lower Mount street. My attendant led me there; 
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but, on its proving to be an empty house, I asoertained from 
the next door that the individual I was in search of lived at 
No. 40 in Upper Mount street. 

"' I knew it was in die u^tr strate," said my oonductor. 

*' Then why did you bring me here /" I asked angrily. 

" Yere Am'r !" he replied, " the boy (aged 60) said it was 
in the lower strate, and I thought shure h^d know best." 

As we were migrating from the one locality to the other, I 
rode into a large square of about a dozen acres of grass, of 
such a lovely emerald hue that I was really almost startled at 
beholding it, and, seeing written up on one of its comers 
^ Mkrrion Square," J instantly desired my conductor to lead 
me to the house formerly occupied by the Great Liberator ; 
and I was wondering who might be the successful candidate 
for so renowned a habitation, when, on pulling up my horse 
before it, I own 1 was astonished to see not only 

O'CONNELL 

on a brass plate, but in the window a large placard which 
looked as if it had just been issued by him. Instead, how- 
ever, of advertising a public meeting on College Green, I read 
the melancholy words — 

"To BE Sold or Let." 
Hiere was his mansion — his name— his own printed order of 
^ Ring the helV^ — the brass handle by which on leaving the 
house he had always closed the door behind him — there were 
the stone steps so often trod by his feet ; and yet all had lost 
their mi^c value, and the bricks, stone, and brass of the Agi- 
tator are at this moment in Dublin vainly petitioning to every 
passing stranger ^ to be Bold or let /" 

All of a sudden, as I was riding along, I came to a fine 
open space, in the centre of which, with an extensive macada- 
mized road on each side, was a deep and broad channel, appar* 
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entlj bisectbg the dty. The dark-coloured peat-water msb- 
ing within at once announced to me it was the Liffey, retained 
within the limits described by handsome walls of hewn stoof 
on whidi high-water mark was very legibly denoted by a deep 
black stain, perforated every here and there, at about four 
feet from the bottom, with square black drainage-holes. 

Across this arterial river there has been constructed, some 
quite new, some older, and some exceedingly infirm, a series of 
thoroughfares, aa if to demonstrate that in bridges, as in man, 
there are between their cradles and their graves seven ages. 

The sun was shining bright, and beneath each bridge was 
to be seen its reflecti(Mi in the water ; just beyond the most 
eastern of these arched communications there appeared to 
have sprung up a fine commercial crop of masts of vessels of 
diiSerent sizes. As the tide had nearly ebbed, the water in 
the Liffey was shallow, and, seeing a crowd of people very in- 
tently looking down into it, I perceived, standing in the water 
up to their knees, two boys wrestling together for a piece of 
stick which had just floated into the possession of one of them. 
While they were so engaged, a bigger boy, with trowsers 
pushed up as high as they could go, walked slowly towards 
the combatants, and by way of settling their dispute he tripped 
up the biggest, who, disappearing for a few seconds, came up 
with his whole body, and especially his head and long hair, 
dripping wet with a fluid of the dark origin I have described. 
The author of the exploit good-humouredly laughed at the suc- 
cessful result of his arbitration, and, confident of approbation, 
he then looked up to the crowd of. faces that had been watch- 
ing him. Every body seemed delighted at the joke, and a 
more decided national grin, and a more simultaneous display 
of latent fun, could not have been beheld. 

During this scene several little boys came up to me to 
beg : yet, in spite of their rags and pitiful stories, there was 
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always a lurking joke in their countenances, which, like the 
8un behind a cloud, burst out at last all the brighter for hav- 
ing been concealed. 

People in most countries, and especially those of the softer 
sex, are particularly careful not on any account to utter the 
monosyllable " Yes !" before the proposal, whatever it may- 
be, is officially submitted to them for consideration ; but the 
beautiful ladies of Dublin, as they sit, or indolently recline, 
in their drawing-rooms, have the word not only stereotyped 
on their pretty lips, but actually printed and exhibited at full 
length either on their marble mantel-pieces or on their rose- 
wood tables ; — at least, so I suppose — for, as I rode along, I 
saw, to my utter astonishment, for sale in the windows of one 
or two stationers' shops large cards of royal size, on which 
was printed in conspicuous letters the following reply in the 
affirmative, which is, of course, deliberately purchased by the 
lady or gentleman before the proposal to which it refers has 
been made to them : — 

WILL HAVE THE HONOUR 



OF ACCEPTING THE INVITATION OF HIS EXCELLENCY 

THE LORD LIEUTENANT 

TO DINNER, 
ON AT O'CLOCK 

As I was reading this card, there flitted across my memo- 
ry the auld song of the Scotch lassie : — 

** Oh whastJe 1 and I will come to ye, my lad 1 
Oh whnstle 1 and I will come to ye, my lad I 
Tho* feather and mither should gangfjaad thegither, 
Oh whufltle, and I will oome to ye, my lad T 

For upwards of two hours I rode about Dublin, which, on 
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the whole, appeared to me to be a plain, useful, brick city, 
with magnificent public buildings, and here and there across 
its river fine bridges of iron and stone. 

About the altitude of the houses there exists no particular 
rule ; indeed^ like Falstaff's squad, they have evidently been 
readily enlisted at any height ; neither has there been any 
regulation about their colour, for they are very red, red, red- 
dish, strawberry-coloured, and cream-coloured. With regard, 
however, to the broad stripes over the shops, there evidently 
exists a stringent law, namely, that all shall be brilliant, but 
that no two of them shall consecutively be alike in hue. The 
variety is of course very striking. But what I most admired 
in the city of Dublin are its magnificent lungs. In a four- 
mile heat it would inevitably beat any metropolis on the sur- 
face of the globe. For instance, one of its lungs has an area 
of not less than seventeen acres, while the other is composed 
of large, healthy squares of from twelve to ten, eight, and six 
acres each. What a fine windpipe, too, is the Lififey ! There 
may be a want of trade, a want of unanimity, a want of 
brotherly love between this creed and that — ^there may even 
be a want of potatoes, but there is no want in Dublin, and 
there never can be, of an abundant supply of good, whole- 
some, pure air ! 

As I had now some business to transact, I paid my conduc- 
tor to his heart's content, and then told him I should go home. 

" Is it to the hoi-hell yere ArnV's going T 

^ Tes ; to Morrison's," I replied, and, bidding him fare- 
well, to which he very gratefully ejaculated, "■ V\\ be sure to 
know yere Am'r again !" I trotted away in that direoticm. 



So active is the &r-famed hospitality of Dublin, that 
almost every person either to whom I was introduced, or of 
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whom I had the slightest previoos acquaLntance, oa vay ask- 
ing him the most trifling question, invariably replied by 
making to me the three following proposals : — 

1st. That I should dine with him on that day. 

2d. Hiat I should allow him to show me the principal 
public buildings. 

3d. Tliat he should accompany me to the Library. 

" It's one of the finest in Europe !" he invariably observed; 
" you really must see it ; you'll find in it from seventy to 
ninety thousand volumes I" 

Now I had not time to read them ; I had not come to 
Ireland to look at buildings ; and as I intended to remain in 
Dublin but a very few days, I was not disposed to dine out. 
I therefore, in all of the three cases, without a single excep- 
tion, separately declined each of the three proffered kind- 
nesses. I was, however, to have the honour of paying a short 
visit to the Lord Lieutenant, for which the porter of the inn 
of his own accord had told me I should require a " car ;" but 
as I did not wish to put Her Majesty's sentinels out of coun- 
tenance, or throw fine, powdered footmen into fits of laughter, 
I seriously and confidentially asked the landlord whether it 
would be proper for me to drive up sideways to the Vice- 
Regal Lodge, in a common, open, street car ? and to escape 
from doing so I further hinted to him that it would perhaps 
be better I should hire from him a carriage. 

Not only by his words, but by his honest countenance 
and by his whole attitude, I was assured that in Dublin a car 
is the proper conveyance for every body ; and, accordingly, I 
at once determined that — mat ccelum — in a car I would go. 

I had, however, occasion to walk to that splendid pile of 
buildings, the Custom-house, and, having transacted my 
business there, I slowly proceeded to a spot on which several 
cars were standing ; and as there are no less than fifleen hun- 
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dred of them in Dublin, the drivers thereof^ betides being, as 
In all countries, professionally anxious to catch a fiire, in 
doing so are in the habit of displaying a good deal of their 
characteristic fun and humour in competing with, or, as is 
commonly called, in chaffing each other : for instance, says 
one — 

** Here^s a car, yere Am'r V 

<< My car's a new one !" says another, running hurriedly 
up. 

^'Fve an iligant karseP^ exclaims a third, pointing at the 
well-bred animal with his whip. 

*' Yes, but mine don't come down on his JbicM, yere 
Am'r," says a fourth. 

'^ Look at my nice dry kushuna (cushions), yere Am'r P 
says a fifth. 

" Dry enough !" observes a sixth, very gravely, adding, 
with a cunning leer, ^but mine have gort no bugs in um, 
yere Am'r !" and so on, ad injiniium. 

I selected one that had not offered himself at all, and 
I had no sooner driven from his competitors than^ in his 
excess of gratitude, he endeavoured to repay me with inform- 
ation respecting every thing we passed. 

His education, however, had been slightly neglected, and 
his facts were not particularly accurate. He was about fifty 
years of age, with a round, unmeaning &ce, and such very 
short lips that his white teeth — ^there were fourteen of them — 
were always uncovered. I did not care about the buildings 
he pointed out to me, as I had already seen them ; but as I was 
glad to hear him talk, I occasionally stirred up his ideas to 
assist him in extricating them. 

" Where were you bom 1" I inquired. 

** Boiith of Ireland," he replied, *' in a place called Kliar- 

lowr 
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'' Is it a good plafOe t" I asked. 

^ Och, Yerj ! very ! verj ! It's a splindid oounthry, yen 
AmV !*' he replied. 

^ Is Ireland pretty quiet newt" I politically inquired. 

" Och ! yere Am'r," he replied, ^' Ireland is always quite, 
only a few little scrimmages now and then !" 

He had been desired to drive to tiie General Post-office, 
but about fifty yards before he reached it, pulling up sud- 
denly, and pointing with his whip to a figure on the summit 
of a magnificent column, he exclaimed loud enough, and with 
animation enough, to attract attention, 

" There's our Nalson ! with one of his arms orf- at the 
shouldher, the left arm stretched out, and the soord in nt; 
and he's looking down on the shipping and the say. He was 
a Mty-MAK." 

** What — a sailor?" I inquired. 

*^ Yere Am'r !" he replied, evidently pleased at the oppor- 
tunity of instructing me, ^' he was one of the finest admirals 
the Govermint ever had !" 

'* A good man to fight ?" I asked. 

"Tere Am'r!" he replied, greatly excited, "he was one 
of the ^ratest. He bet the whole world before hum ! Nal- 
son ! gallant Nalson ruled the mane !" he exclaimed as he 
waved his whip with exultation and pride. 

*^ What did he die of?" I inquired, as leaning on my 
elbow I sat indolently watching the enthusiasm in my friend's 
face. 

"Yere Am'r!" he replied, ^'he was shot by a Frendi- 
man. He aimed at his star — ^like this, yere Am'r" (toudi- 
ing with the butt of his whip a large round iron ticket on his 
own breast, on which was inscribed a Crown^ beneath that 
the word " Driver," and under all the number, say ** 297") ; 
" and Nalson was shot through the heart !" 



1 



After contemplating the mutilated statue for some seconds, 
he added, " Ut's the finest monument in all Dhublun. There's 
nothing like ut !" 

*' And so," said I to mysell^ ^^ while people are declaring 
that between the Saxon and the Celt there exists an ani- 
mosity that is implacable, ^ the finest monument in Dublin,' 
erected by public subscription, at a cost of £7000, com- 
memorates the name of an Englishman^ while on the other 
side of the Channel the finest monuments in London heap 
eternal honour on the name of an Irishman ! What a na- 
tional bond of union are those two simple &cts !" 

After calling at Morrison's hotel we crossed Grafton 
street, full of exoell^it shops, and thronged with people ; and 
then, proceeding a very short distance, 

" This, yere Am'r," said my conductor, " is College 
Green !" 

And on my observing to him that it appeared to my eyes 
to be one half macadamized, and the other half covered with 
pavement, he said — 

" Yere Am'r, it was once not only all green, but in the 
auld records it was called College Green, near Dhublun, 
Dhublun, yere Am'r, took ut's name from a Double*Inn — 
two houses stuck into one; from them Dhublun took ut's 
title." 

As we were jogging along, " Yere Am'r," said he, poiiiting 
with his whip to a bare-headed monarch, seated on a hollow- 
backed cart-horse, with an under-jaw touching his windpipe, 
a neck twisted into a Saxon arch, and an uplifted near-side 
fore-hoof, as if he had just trodden on a nail, and was shovring 
it to the King—" There's William the Conqueror !" 

After passing the beautiful Corinthian columns of the 
Koyal Exchange, a Scotch church, dressed out, I thought, 
very much like an Episcopal one, and a magnificent pile of 
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buildings, (the Four Courts,) surmounted in the centre by a 
lofty superintending dome, we trotted along one of the broad 
macadamized roads whieh bound on either side the dq^p 
hewn stone channel of the Liffey. 

" This is the Mendy Qty, yere Am'r !" said my driver, 
pointing to a building on my left, on which was written, in 
lai^e letters, "Mendicity Association." "It's a charty," 
(charity,) he added. 

On our right, on the opposite side of the river, was a 
congregation of barracks, in front of which were assembled a 
considerable body of troops. A military band was playing 
with great effect 

"That's the Prate^round, yere Am'r," observed my 
conductor, " where the soldiers prate (parade). This is 
called * Victoria Quay,' and that opposite ' Albert Quay.' " 

As we were crossing an iron bridge of a single arch, 
which I happened to know had been constructed in 1827 by 
the inhabitants of Dublin, to commemorate the royal visit of 
George IV., my conductor said to me, " This, yere Arn'r, is 
called King's Bridge. Yere Arn'r, it was built by George 
IV. By his manes (means) it was built ; it was built, yere 
Am'r, by what he give !" 

" See there, yere Arn'r," he added, pullmg up as soon as 
we had crossed, and pointing to a medallion, as follows : — 
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Then spelling the inscription very slowly to me, he added, 
** GIVE stands for * qivkr.' That manes, that the Crown is 
the GIVER !" 

On the left of the Liffey was the Terminus of the Great 
Southern and Western Railway ; and on proceeding a little 
farther, passing a lodge, we entered the gate of the Phoenix 
Park, the finest national playground in Europe, and I believe 
in the world. Indeed, it contains no less than seventeen 
hundred acres of beautiful grass, more or less covered with 
trees and shrubs growing as wild as in any uncultivated 
region of the globe, all open to the public. 

" There, yere Am'r," said my conductor, pointing to the 
right, ^^ is the Souldiers' Hospital. That slated roof is the 
Constabulary Barricks." On the left, finn, erect, and ever- 
lasting, standing on earth and with its head pointing to 
heaven, stood an appropriate granite obelisk upwards of two 
hundred feet high, erected by public subscription to the 
memory of the great Duke of Wellington ; at the foot of 
this simple testimonial I observed a little, puny, illegitimate 
offspring of the artist, which is really a discredit to the whole 
thing. 

As soon as we had ascended the slight eminence on which 
the monument stands, " Starp 1" my driver exclaimed, " till I 
show yere Am'r a fine view !" And certainly a magnificent 
prospect there was of Dublin beneath us, bounded by a 
range of beautiful hills. 

"That building, yere Am'r," pointing to a very large 
quadrangular slated one, surmounted by a spire, nearly half 
a mile off, *' is the Fogie's Harspital !" 

"What?" I inquired. 

" Some call it," he exclaimed, " the Royal Harspital. It's 
for auld pinshioners, the same as Chalsea !" 

Resuming our course — as we proceeded I observed on the 



24 A FORTNIGHT m IRELAND. 

1^' bounded by large trees, a fine cricket'ground, on wbich 
were playing several athletic-looking men in white jackets, s 
comfortable tent being in their rear. On the ri^ht were 
plenty of trees, some formally drawn up in straight avenues, 
others socially living tc^ether ^ at ease,*^ in groups. 

Far on the left was a vast expanse of grass, misnamed 
" The Fifteen Acres," used principally for reviewing troops ; 
indeed, besides being the only spot in the United Kingdom 
on which a large army could be manoeuvred, it is perhaps 
the most picturesque ground for the purpose that could 
possibly be conceived, for not only is it fantastically sur- 
rounded by fir and larch plantations of various shapes, but on 
the south the horizon is bounded by a chain of mountains of 
extraordinary beauty. Until lately this lovely expanse was 
the fashionable resort of duellists. In one instance the 
challenger was a young lawyer, who, in concocting the billet, 
or bill of indictment, by which he required the gentleman he 
had quarrelled with " to meet him with pistols on the Fifteen 
Acres," added, with professional caution, " be the eame^ sir, 
more or less,^^ 

Besides the residence of the Viceroy there exists in the 
Phoenix Park a warren containing, hidden in their respective 
groves, the houses of the Chief Secretary, Under Secretary, 
and Private Secretary. 

After passing on the right a beautiful piece of water, on 
which a pair of milk-white swans belonging to the adjoining 
Zoological Gardens, with wings slightly uplifted, were grace- 
fttlly sailing, we came to a lodge, within which, in bright 
scarlet, cruciform ed by white belts, there appeared padng up 
and down, his bright bayonet glittering in the sun, a British 
sentinei. 

" This is the Vice-Agle Park, yere AmV," said my con- 
ductor. 
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Seeing thftt I did not quite uadentHid hisortliogiqJiyibe 
added— 

''That's vhart m ouU utt There's some as call ut Vice. 
-Bogal Park.'' 

Whatever may be its name, the lonely scene, as we trot- 
ted through it, was calm, tranquil, and lovely, and, as on either 
side I gaxed on large luxuriant trees flourishing on emerald- 
green grass, basking under a bright sun, I felt I had never be- 
held a more peao^l, happy, unsophistioated spot 

''There's some iligant dare (deer) here, yere Am'r," said 
my driver, " and quantities of um." 

After fi^owing a meandering road for some distaooe, we 
rallier suddenly drove up to a large, substantial, gentlemanlike 
country-house, significantly smartened by the aj^^earance be- 
fore it of two sentinels. 

On entering this mansion, which, at a glance, appeared ad- 
mirably well regulated and appointed, I remained for a short 
time by myself in the principal waiting-room. 

Outside the window was an extensive, beautifiil, dosely- 
mown lawn, flat as i^ bowling green, and ornamented with 
flowers in beds of various shapes and sises ; and, as a striking 
contrast to their brilliant colours, there stood here and there 
slight, elegant, dark green cypresses, the whole bdng sur- 
rounded by a broad, royal-looking walk*-on which I observed 
pacing a blue policeman — ^bounded by a bright buffooloured 
stone balustrade, whidi, from its appropriate structure, as- 
sumed the appearance of basket*woric. 

On the horizon resting against the blue sky was the sofl; 
undulating outline of a range of lofty hills, ornamented at 
the base by patdies of cultivated land, which, at a higher ele- 
vation, appeared gradually to dissolve into blue heather, to 
which the reflection ^f every passing doud gave for a few mo- 
ments a diflerent hue. 

2 
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Attke foot of these distant mountains appeared a grove 
or belt of trees, from which there arose, as an emblem of in- 
dustrj, the lofty chimney of a steun-engine. 



On Sunday eveiung, at five o'clock, in a large, roomy, com- 
fortable arm-chair, for nearly an hour I sat at an <^a win- 
dow of the Hibernian United Sendee Club, on the north side 
of St. Stephen's Green, watdiing car-loads of happy people 
going to and returning from Donnybroolc Fair. 

Every car in Dublin is employed in this annual national 
serrioe, and from three or four of the drivers I learned that 
they had propelled the same horse to the fair and back five- 
and-twenty times, not for one day, but for several consecutive 
days! 

The distance from Dublin is about a mile and a hal^ but 
the crowd at the entrance of the fair is so great, that the cars 
are usually stopped by the police at a quarter, and towards 
evening at half a mile from the scene of bliss. 

The tide of cars that continued unceasingly ebbing and 
flowing before my eyes was, really, not only astonishing, but 
it was amusing to observe the infinite variety of ways in 
which those three dmple items, a man, a woman, and a child, 
can be made to appear. 

The process of the driver was, the instant he arrived from 
the fair to return to it, and vice versa. The charge for the 
conveyance of each person is twopence, and thus — ^viree 
aequisivii eundol^* — he kept picking up people, who, of course, 
being picked up in this way, had no connection with each other, 
save that which appears to exist between all going to or 
coming from Dcmnybrook Fair. 

By the time it trotted through St. Stephen's Green every 



dar was full. In one ware hoy ; in asotlier girls; in others 
boys and girls, in eyerj possible joyous variety of arrange- 
ment There were old men, old women, gaudy- soldierS| 
flashy-looking women, children of every age, all grinning, — 
all going to or coming from Donnybrook Fair. 

In one car sat four scarlet dragoons with glittering brass 
helmets, a fat gentleman with a laige stomadi comfortably 
resting on a pair of very short knees, a woman with a sky- 
blue bonnet on her head and a child in her lap ; lastly, a man 
sitting, as happy as a grig, without a hat 

There were ladies with parasols, and long, large, fashion- 
able, windy gowns — gentlemen in wide-awake hats — ^yonng 
tradesmen wearing flashy waistcoats and smart nedccloths — 
infltnts, with their dear little eyes staring and almost startuig 
out of their heads-— children with bare legs, like wooden ones, 
sticking out — ^men with pipes in their mouths — babies suck- 
ling, I mean sucking — a little girl blowing a penny trumpet — 
a little boy trying, with a twopenny whip, to flog a gray horse 
sixteen hands high — ^men with pipes in their mouths— «11 
going to or coming from Donnybrook Fair ! 

There were white, black, brown, bay, chestnut, roan and 
piebald horses, of all sizes — several thorough-bred, many well- 
bred, a few under-bred, now and then a blind one, with his 
head vibrating at every step— all with their noses stuck out, 
— ^leg-weary, jaded, dusty, and hot — all going to or coming 
from Donnybrook Fair ! 

By the side of several cars I observed, trotting, apparently 
as proud and as happy as any human being could be, a dog, 
running sometimes east, sometimes west, according as he was 
going to or coming from Donnybrook Fair ! 

On each side of the road— on the iron chains that bounded 
it— oi^the curb-stones of the pavement— on the steps of doors 
^r— there sedately sat, in happy groups, crowds of people, pla« 



eidlj partidpatiiig wiA me in llie ddHght, joy, and fim tint 
beun in the eountenaaoes of eyerj man, iroman, and child 
going to or ooming from Donnybrook Fair. 

The poor horses nobody seemed to pity ; indeed, as in an 
Irish car nobody can caQvenientiy look at the animal that is 
drawing him, the neglected creature trots cm, just as if the 
parties behind hb tail, tired of quarrelling about him, had 
ended their dispute by amicably agreeu^ together that he be- 
longed to none of tiiem. When a car is crowded, a man well 
jammed in on the right side is completely separated from 
one seated on the left. They look, in diametrieally opposite 
directions, at different object»-*-in &ct^ they haye nothiog 
whateTcr to do with each other. 
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••TTERE it is, yere AmV !'* said the driver of my car as, in 
J-1 the middle of a very interesting biographical history he 
-was gratuitously giving me of his ** harse," he stopped him 
suddenly in the middle of Marlborough street, and with his 
•whip instantly pointed to an iron gate immediately before me, 
bounded on each side by a grave-looking stone wall, the mica 
of which was glittering in the sunshine. Within the said gate, 
and close to it and the wall, appeared on each side a low, sub- 
Btantial porter's lodge ornamented with columns of the Gre- 
cian Doric, and on entering the dominions there immediately 
almost flashed before my eyes a remarkably verdant and 
well-mowed, large, long, rectangular lawn, bounded at the fax 
distant end by a line of three buildings slightly detached from 
each other. The centre one, which had the appearance of a 
chapel, and in the upper portion of which shone a clock, is the 
infants' school, flanked on one side by its only brother, a school 
for boys, and on the other by its sister, one for girls. At a 
short distance from the Doric lodge stood, magm'flcently on 
the right, Tyrone House, formerly the town residence of the 
Marquis of Waterford, now occupied as a board-room, also 
as quarters for the Resident Commissioner, the Right Hon. 
Alex. Macdonnell, and for other oflicers of the institution. 
On the left of the green lawn, and immediately opposite Ty- 
rone House, is a laige, solid, but rather lower building, used 
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as lecture-rooms and as habitations for the conductors of the 
schools. 

Hie object of this immense establishment is to impart not 
only to the children of the poor in Dublin, but to the indi- 
gent rising generation throughout the whole of Ireland, the 
inestimable blessings of education. The duties, therefore, 
are obviously twofold : first, to give instruction to the appli- 
cant children in its immediate neighbourhood ; and, secondly, 
to educate and instruct male and female teachers, so as to en- 
able them, on returning to their respective parishes^ mora or 
less remote, to establish throughout the country that well-ar- 
ranged uniform system of education which it* is the duty of 
the Commissioners to superintend. 

As Tyrone House has wisely been constructed on a firm 
foundation, so, no doubt, was it highly desirable that in the 
education of the rising generation of Ireland the Christiaa re- 
ligion, which its inhabitants vie with each other in revering, 
should have formed not only the solid basis of the system, 
but the cement which in future ages should have bound to- 
gether, in indissoluble affection, the various living particles of 
which it is composed. Unfortunately, however, upon this 
subject, there arose from all quarters such a variety of cc»- 
flicting opinions, that it was deemed necessary to erect the 
superstructure — I will not say without any foundation, but 
with the best that could practically be obtained; and, aocord- 
ingly, the principles upon which the Conmiissioners act are, 
that the schools shall be alike open to Christians of all de- 
nominations ; that no pupil shall be required to attend at any . 
religious exercise or to receive any religious instruction whidi 
his parents or guardians do not approve, and that sufficient 
opportunity shall be afforded to the pupils of each religious 
persuasion to receive separately, at appointed times, such de* 
scription of religious instruction as their parents or guardians 
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shall think proper, Aocordinglj, every Tuesday from lOJ 
till 12^ religious instruction may be and is imparted to the 
children of all denominations of Christians by the minister of 
the particular creed to which they respectively belong. The 
Commissioners give to the students a new and curtailed trans- 
lation of a very small proportion of the Bible, the inaccuracy 
of which small proportion is thus described (vide their Pre&oe) 
in their own words : — 

** The translatioD has been made by a oompariionof the Aotiiorisad and 
I>oaay yenunfl with the original. Hie language, tometimes of the one and 
•ometimes of the other, has been adopted, and oeea$umal devioHont hava 
been made from both,*' 

But although this unfortunate, and, alas! disreputable 
disagreement still exists, the Board of Commissioners, very 
much to their credit, have, for their common object, encour- 
aged the construction of a series of books m the various de- 
partments of elementary instruction, which are not only in 
general use throughout the National Schools of Ireland, but 
by their intrinsic merit are rapidly extending, in increasing 
numbers, to the establishments for public instruction in 
Scotland, England, and even in the remotest of our colonial 
settlements. 

In 1850 there existed in Ireland under the supervision of 
the Commissioners, who, as vacancies occur, are appointed by 
the Lord-Liei!itenant, and whose number must not exceed 
fifteen — 

Number of National Schools • . . . 4,547 
Number of children attending them . . 511,239 

r— being an increase of 133 schools and of 30,616 children, as 
compared with the numbers in. the preceding year of 1849. 
In 1850 the number of children in the Marlborough-street 
establishment was 1400. All pay for their schooling a penny 
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a week. In the same year tiie sum paid to teachers of six 
classes (averaging 14/. lOt. to each) was 66,964/. The 
number of teachers trained during the twelve months was 
185 males, 87 females; total, 272. Of these, 15 were of the 
Established Church, 214 Roman Catholics, 41 Presbyterians, 
and 2 Dissentera. 

There are also under the direction of the Board 124 
workhouse schools ; namely, in Ulster 28, in Munster 43, in 
Leinster 29, and in Connaught 24. 

Besides affording the means of imparting ordinary in- 
struction, the Board of Nati<nial Education in Ireland has at 
Glasnevln a farm of one hundred and twenty-eight acres, in 
which teachers as well as pupils receive literary and agricul- 
tural instruetion^ which is thus disseminated over the country 
— ^the consequence of which has been that there have already 
sprung up in Ireland 17 model agricultural schools, as fol- 
lows: — In Ulster 8, in Munster 6, in Leinster 1, in Con- 
naught 2. 

After ascending the chaste, beautiful staircase of Tyrone 
House, which by every stranger is deservedly adpnired, and 
arriving at the Board-room, I was introduced to the Resident 
Commissioner, who most obligingly offered to explain to me 
in detail the whole of the system in which he was so deeply- 
interested. As, however, I mentioned to him that my object 
in visiting the establishment was nierely to observe the 
appearance and conduct of the children, he very kindly cono.- 
mitted me to a person whom he requested to conduct me 
wherever I desired, and to loiter with me wherever and as 
long as I wished. 

From my Mentor I accordingly leanit, as I walked 
towards the schools, l^t they at present contuned 500 male 
children, 430 female, and 300 in&nts^total, 1230 ; of wkoiti 
about 7-8ih8 are Roman Catkolios, and the remaining l-8th 
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PtotefltMits (Episoopalians ftndvPresbjtmans), with liiree or 
^r Jews. 

Hiat of the young peracms lodged in the establuhment^ 
yikio are learning to be country teachers, and who have come 
from the country to Dublin ibr that object, ISO are males, 65 
females — ^total, 195 ; of whom about l-4th are ProteslantSL 
Lastly, that the hours of instruction are from ten in the 
morning till three in the afternoon, excepting on Saturdays. 

On arriving at the girls' school my attendant told me 
very gravely that it would be necessary we should wait a 
little, there being at present nothing to be se^, as the 
children were not in study, but in their play-yards ; but as 
this was exactly the place in which I wished to see them, I 
begged he would allow me to go there. Accordingly, pro* 
oeeding through a large, light, airy school-room, empty of 
every thing, but on the floor black desks and forms, and on 
the walls maps, he conducted me to 2^ locked door, at which 
stood a little female sentinel or janitress, about ten years of 
age. On explaining to this nice, intelligent little being what 
I wanted, with her key of office she turned the look, and I 
had scarcely passed the ^eshold it was her duty to guard 
when a most joyous scene presented itself. In a large, dull, 
stupid, square, paved yard, with a shed on its right, girls, 
mostly from eight to fourteen, (a few were apparently six- 
teen, eighteen, and twenty,) with no covering on their headS| 
and in some instances with bare feet, were dancing, skipping, 
vaulting on and off wooden horses, or with uplifted and diag- 
onally extended slight arms swinging round two gymnastfo 
poles, and certainly a happier, a merrier, or a more innocent 
scene it had never been my fortune to witness. The children 
had dean faces, and, generally speaking, beautiful complexionl^ 
high colour, and yet, although they were all m high spirits, 
there was a propriety in their eonduet towards each other 

2» 
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that was yerj gratifying to witness. Among them, as hera, 
there, and every where they flew about and around in eccen- 
tric mazes, were to be seen pacing slowly up and down on 
straight lines, like so many admirals on their quarterdecks, 
four or five full-blown, full-grown ladies in bonnets and hot 
shoes — ^most of them, as they vibrated, reading in books 
apparently for their very lives. They were special class- 
teachers from the country, whose duty it is, assisted by regu- 
lar teachers, to watch over the children at play, and without in 
any way curtailing their liberty, to report any quarrelling or 
conduct that deserves punishment, which simply consists in 
the culprit being admonished before her class. 

In the system established by the Commissioners, it is 
strictly required that the children in these playgrounds, justl j 
considered as halls for moral instruction, or, as they have 
been still better termed, " uncovered schools," shall " never 
be left to themselves." 

At A] mack's there are always refreshments for the 
dancers, and, accordingly, in the comer of the yard before 
me, I observed a couple of iron ladles 'chained to a pump, 
around which were a number of pleasing, pretty upper lips, 
almost as wet as the water which for a moment they quaflfed, 
and then with some merry exclamation darted off again to 
their play. 

A funeral bell, however, all of a* sudden tolled the termi- 
pation of this happy life, and as I foresaw that the door, which 
the little janitress had now opened, would probably soon be 
crowded, I deemed it advisable, to escape through it; and, 
accordingly, passing through the great school-room, I entered 
an empty adjoining smaller one called "the Gallery," in 
which fifteen forms, each capable of holding twelve scholars, 
rose one above another, like an orchestra, from the centre of 
the floor, very nearly to the ceiling. 
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After conversing for a few mioutes with a very intel- 
ligent pupil-teacher, who had chaise of the room, there 
entered through the door, like bees flying into their hive, a 
oongr^ation of little girls from seven to twelve or thirteen 
years old, with a few others of more advanced age. For 
some seconds there was a good deal of puffing and panting, 
and, instead of by French cambric handkerchiefs, of gently 
wiping faces with the backs of right hands. There was also 
a very little twisting and setting to rights of long hair by, 
generally speaking, poking it in charge of Nature's band, the 
owner's ears. Only one girl had ringlets — ^however, as an 
atonement for this little piece of vanity, beside her sat a 
child whose strong, red hair, ending bluffly like the thatch of 
a cottage, had apparently been chopped off under the good 
old-fashioned prescription of scissors and the pudding-basin. 

As soon as 180 children had taken then: seats, a spelling 
lesson began. The word proposed had scarcely lefl the lips 
of the teacher, when from all parts of the room, top, bottom, 
and middle, there darted towards her in radiation the right 
arms of all who wished thus to declare that they could spell 
it. On the pronunciation of some words, every right arm 
started out ; on the utterance of others^ very few ; in one 
instance, only two. The teacher usually selected from the 
number of arms offered the owner of the one she expected 
would be most likely to make a mistake, in which case she 
suddenly called upon some other pupil to correct it. The 
instant, however, that the word, sooner or later, was correctly 
Impelled, down dropped all the eager young arms as if they 
had suddenly been paralyzed by old age. But afler the poor 
word had been rightly spelled, and after, as I thought, it was 
dead and buried, the teacher, with that ingenious cruelty 
which has ever distinguished the race, pointing to an innocent 
child, asked her what it meant. ^' What is the meaning of 
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^flOftr'l'' said she, to a rosy-lsoed litde creature of about 
eight years old. '' To fly upwards !" it exclaimed ; '' To fly 
aloft!" ejaculated another at the very same instant, thus 
satisfying me that the scholars were not, without understand- 
ing, answering by rote. Observing that a great big girl, 
sitting among the little ones, had never once thrown out her 
arm, I asked the teacher in an under voice a questi<Hi re* 
specting her. " How old are you 1'^ she immediately said 
aloud, pointing with her white wand to her. The poor girl, 
blushing strongly as she said it, softly answered ^' eighteen." 
The teacher then explained to me that the reason she had not 
examined her was, that she knew she could not spell ; adding, 
^*her education before she came here had been completely 
neglected." 

Having satisfied myself of the great intelligence of the 
roomful of children I had been living with, I walked into the 
large adjoining room, which is lighted at each side, and is 50 
feet square. In it I found 300 girls, most of them with their 
hands behind them, standing in s^ments of circles, containing 
from 9 to 15 each, around a young instructress or monitor, 
occasionally scarcely of their own age, located with her bade 
to the wall. On the black benches which crossed the room 
were seated in groups, earnestly bending towards eadi other, 
a number of grown-up young teachers in bonnets, studying 
books, out of which they were to be examined by the 
Professors and by Mrs. Campbell, who, as Superintendent, 
has entire charge of the female schooL 

On my asking this highly intelligent lady how many 
scholars the room could contain, she replied, *' Rather more 
than 400 ;" being the usual allowance of six square feet for 
each child. 

When the particular studies at which the 300 girls had 
been engaged were ocxnduded, they suddenly brdce fiom 
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their mi^o circles, and, oa taking their respeotiTe plaoet on 
the bendies, they became in a riiort time intently ooeopied 
in needlework. I own, however, that when tlie Lady Super* 
intendent benevolently approached me with an enormous 
folio book, containing specimens of what could be done widi 
the point of a needle, I could for some reason or other hardly 
suppress a deep^rawn sigh; however, on patiently going 
through the volume, I certainly could not help admiring all I 
beheld. The science k:^ making men's shirts decidedly 
pleased me most ; then my affections rested about equally 
on darning in eight varieties and on the art of patching old 
clothes. I cared considerably less about the mystery of 
making petticoats, stays, and knitted gowns; and by the 
time I had learned to plait straw, embroider, and make babies' 
boots, I felt that I had imbibed quite as much Irish useful 
knowledge as my head could hold. 

Mrs. Campbell now kindly asked me if I would like to 
hear some singing ; and on my replying, with great eagerness, 
in the affirmative, by a slight tap on the floor she called the 
attention of the school, and the rustlmg of laying aside little 
invaluable bits of calico,-" linen, &c., &;c.,&c., had scarcely sub* 
sided, when, to my astonishment and delight, the whole of the 
300 girls rose, and, as with one voice, commenced with great 
taste and melody to sing together '^God save the Queen !" 

Their performance was not only admirable, but deeply a^ 
fecting. After they had gone through the first verse, three 
girls, who on the requisition for music had, by migration, seat> 
ed themselves together, commenced alone the second stanza. 
They were of course the finest voices in the school, and I do 
not exaggerate when I say that their execution and taste would 
attract attention in any capital in Europe. The contralto 
notes of one of them were most unusual and extraordinary 
— ^her base was as low and as deep46ii6d as a mao^s, and yat 
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it had all the aoftneas of a woman's. There can be no doubt 
whatever that in due time these sounds wUl produce her an 
ample livelihood. 

The singer bj her side was a young girl of about seven- 
teen, a tall, slight brunette, with shining hair, and with a nar- 
row strap of black velvet, like the collar of a pet antelope, 
round her throat ; her voice was high, dear as a bell, and 
sweet, and as she stood, with her eyes modestly fixed on the 
ground, singing in soft notes, which in beautiful harmony 
blended with those of her two companions, — 

*'Hay ehe defend our lawB, 
And ever give us caiise 
To sing with heart and yoice— 
God save the Queen T 

I experienced sensations it would be impossible, and, indeed, 
which it is perfectly unnecessary 1 should describe. 

The professor of music, who happened to be present, must, 
I am sure, have perceived how deeply I silently appreciated 
the successful result of his indefatigable exertions, which I af 
terwards had an opportunity of witnessing in the boys' school. 

On taking leave of the female establishment, I feel it due 
to truth rather than to its^young inmates — from whonoi ordi- 
nary flattery had infinitely better be withheld — to state, as 
briefly as possible, that in no country in the world that I have 
ever witnessed have I ever beheld the indescribable native 
modesty which, in their playground as well as in their studies, 
characterized their countenances ; indeed, it was so striking 
that 1 feel confident no traveller of ordinary observation oould 
£iil to observe it. 

There are three schools for boys ; the lai^est, consisting of 
400, Is divided into five classes. Over each division is a paid 
mooitor, <^ pupil-teacher* £very diviaioui according to the 
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proficienoy of the pupils, is subdivided into claifies, oyer each 
of which is appointed a class monitor. 

Chi proceeding to the lai^gest of these schools I entered h 
lofty room, 80 feet long by 50 broad, containing 16 parallel 
desks and benches, each affording a location for 18 squatters, 
where I found three Professors, each at the same time address-^ 
ing on an average five benches of boys, who, on every ques- 
tion that was asked, darted^out their arms in the sharp, quick 
way already described. On an exalted desk at the further 
extremity of the room was inscribed, on a large black aUite,— % 

Lessons for the 14^ Augusts 

1. Grammar. 

2. Geography. 

3. Spelling. 

As I have previously explained, they had not only coiTectr 
)y to spell on a slate whatever word was pronounced to them, 
but also to write the meaning of it. 

On the slates of three boys sitting in a row I saw the fol- 
lowing words inscribed simultaneously :-» 

^^ Crab — ^belongs to the third class of animals, called Chi» 
tacea." 

'' The (7ra5— belongs to the class called Crustacea." 

*' The Crab — ^belongs to that dass of animals called Cn»' 
tacea." 

I was afterwards shown several of their books, in many 
of which, over admirable writing, there appeared, justly 
written by the Professor, the two words, " Very good" — a 
testimonial highly prized, 1 was informed, by the boys' 
parents. 

All of a sudden, with a great n<Nse, th^ whole of the sohol- 
ars arose from theur seats, and, as soon aa they stood (ureet, 
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the PfofesMM* put Hiem tliroogh ail sorts of movetneiitB, made 
them jump — fold anna — ^turn this waj, th«a die other ; at last, 
the hour for reereation havhig arrived, in regular procession 
they were marched out ; and as with joyous, intelligent ooua 
tenanoes, they one dose to the other passed me in lock step, 
1 could not help feeling how triumphantly they contradicted 
the opinion which has often so unjustly been expressed, that 
Irishmen instinctiyely rebel against discipline. 

In a few minutes these boys were in their play-yard, and 
by the time I could get to it I found them not <mly in full en 
joyment, but in full chorus — ^for they were singing together 
very prettily as well as playing. 

Some were swinging ; some hanging by their hands on five 
diflferent bars, on one of which a merry lame boy, with a coun- 
tenance beaming with happiness, was suspending himself by 
his crutch. The top of a single post, for leap-frog, was bean- 
tifiiUy polished by the innumerable hands, to say nothing of 
doth and corduroy, that rapidly passed over it In a shed 
several were playing at fives. 

At the first glance the scene was one of apparent confu- 
sion, but on analysis I very shortly discovered the method 
tiiat pervaded it. For instance, dose to the lofly pole, around 
the bottom of which four boys were joyously whirling, only 
occasionally touching the ground with thdr feet, I observed a 
line of candidates for the fun, patiently standing in succession 
one behind the other, so as without contention to enjoy the 
ropes each in their turn. 

In another portion of the yard were to be seen two rovrs 
of about twelve boys each, with their stomadis pushing hard 
against their neighbours' backs, thdr faces being all directed 
to one of two pumps, at which they were desirous in their 
turn to drink. At each pump, with his back to the wall, there 
stetid, in diarge of Its iron saueer and chaln^ a young moiiitDr« 



At tb» eiitnnee^oor of the phygvoind (hew ^vM alio a jni* 
tor of about ^he same age. 

Hurou^ this merry soene a party of boys, seversl witfaout 
shoes or stockings, were rushiDg and nmniiig in all direetiaiia. 
They were playing at hide-andeeek, the hider^ as eoon as 
taken, being brought in triumph by hiseaptor to a tribunal. 
'' What's that strap for V said I to a fine, fresh^oloured-strong 
kd, who was running with it in Ins hand* ^^ To handoaff 
hum," bs relied, with a grin, *' if he won't come <|uite (quiet) t^ 

After crossing over to the great building opposite to Ty« 
rone House, where I jistened for some time to a very iater* 
esting and instructive agricultural lecture, addressed by a 
Pro^Bssor to the grown-up male teachers, who, aftw their pe* 
riod of instruction has oonduded, are thus enabled to can*/ 
with them to their various localities the valuable praotieal 
knowledge that I heard imparted to them, I proceeded to a 
spacious building on Uie west of the large grass-j^k^t, the dor* 
mitory of the female country teadiers, consisting of numer- 
ous rooms, oontaining, according to their siae, from tJiree to 
twelve beds, with curtains. In an adjacent building the male 
teachers sleep <m iron bedsteads. It might have been imag^ 
ined that the mixing up in Dublin of so many young rural teach* 
era oi opposite sexes would occasionally be productive of evil 
consequences. I was very positively assured, however, by 
the highest authority, that since the creation of this establish- 
ment no such case has ever been known to occur ; a &ct, if 
it be one, highly creditable to the Irish character. 

On proceeding to the infants' school, I found SCO of them 
in then* playground, drawn up in four or five formal lines, just 
ready, with little monitors at their dde, to tottle into echool. 

Their faces were all clean, artd they were waiting with 
serious countenances for the ringing of the bell, when, all of a 
sudden, in eoDsequenee <^ a little **s<^n(MQsc»se*' Ihadwhis- 
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pered into the ear of the teacher in charge c^ their y&rd, she 
called out to them in a loud tone, ^^ Children ! you may have 
Jive minutee* more play /" By the explosion of gunpowder 
one could scarcely have scattered them more suddenly in* all 
dif ecti<«s. In one second the formality of their posttion and 
countenances had vanished, and all over the gritty precincts 
of the yard l^ey were, mostly with little bare feet, to be seen 
running, tumbling, jumping, and laughing. A lot of more in- 
telligent faces and beautiful complexions no one could desire 
to behold. Their glossy hair was of all colours. 

In the middle of the yard were two poles, but the amuse- 
ment they appeared most to enjoy was scrambling up a atjteig 
inclined wooden trough, and, on reaching the summit, squat- 
ting down, and, without the slightest attention to the adjust- 
ment of their clothes^ sliding down a corresponding descending 
wooden trough, the bottom of which was not only highly 
polished, but literally worn into two little furrows by the 
aidless friction that, by the inventive powers of the Comniis- 
sioners, had been applied to it. In a few instances, as a great 
joke, a child, instead of sitting, wen€ down this montagne 
Bmse head foremost, on its stomach or back as it preferred. 

Any one witnessing the innocent, happy joy of these chil- 
dren, would reasonably have hoped that the hand of Time 
would have been arrested, but, as usual, he was inexorable ; 
the five minutos came to an end — the bell rang — ^the children, 
stomach versus back, fell out into five lines, and by word of 
command of her majesty the queen of their yard they once 
again tottled into their school-room* 

On arriving there in the morning they deposit their bats 
and caps in a basket placed at one end of each of their respec- 
tive forms, and their bread (dinner) in another basket at the 
other end. 

In the school-room I found, seated in varieus directions, a 
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number of very intelligent-lookiiig female teaehen, eaeh of 
irhom had suspended before her a picture. One represented 
the whole process <^ making bread, from the ploughing of 
land for wheat to reaping, thrashing, grinding, and baking. 
Another, the various preparations which leather undeigoes, 
and the mode of making shoes. Another was a carpenter^s 
shop, with delineations of all his tools. Another, as a trifling 
change, a representation of the solar system. 

£ach poor teacher, like Prometheus on his rock, was 
chained to the picture she had undertaken to explain ; but as 
she could not long continue to propound its contents to one 
group, the chief Superintendent every now and then, as if a 
wai|» had stung her, gave a stamp and a whistle, on which 
each group of ohfl<fa«ii, under a tiny monitor — ^in many 
instances not four years old, and who is changed every week 
-!— moved successively to the next picture, which was no sooner 
explained than, in obedience to another sudden stamp and 
whistle, these little butterflies, with their monitor, flew to sip 
the honey of the adjoining flower. 

In a neighbouring room I found a congregation of infants on 
benches raised one above another, merrily singing a tune,, 
into which had been artfliUy slipped a very small portion of 
the multiplication table, and as this medicine evidently made 
them very shortly more or less drowsy, (I saw one tiny sinner 
from the bottom of her soul give a decided yawn,) the teacher 
artfully revived them by saying very softly, "Z€^'« takt 
another sleep /" on which, with great glee, they all threw 
themselves backwards, an exertion and a joke combined, 
which, on their being ordered to awake, completely revived 
them. One little girl, however, of about two years old, who 
had over-acted the part, remained sound asleep ; and as, with 
her tiny mouth open, -her glossy flaxen hair lay wild and loose 
upon her rosy cheeks, I strongly felt how unconscious she was 
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c^the parental ^deavours which the Lord-Lieutenant;, together 
with Commissioners the Ardibishop of Dublin, &e Ardi- 
bishop Murray, Lord Bellew, the Lord Chancellor, the Bishc^ 
of Meath, the Right Hon. Alex. Maodonneli, and others of 
the highest attainments in Ireland, were making to impart, 
not only to her, but to 511,289 other children throaghoat 
Ireland, infimtine habits of oleanliness and obedience, as also 
the inestimable advantages of an admirable education. And 
yet I could not help repeating, to myself how lamentable is 
the reflection, that while, at an annual expenditure <^ 
£164,577, Parliament is assisting this great work, the Com- 
mis6i<»ers, although they have benevolently spared no pains 
in giving to the children they have undertaken to educate 
every temporal assistance that ingenuity could possibly devise, 
cannot to this day agree among themselves as to the adaiis- 
sion of the Bible, or even in the construction of any simple 
Christian prayer in which the rising g^ieration of Irish, Catho- 
lics and Protestants, might be taught to unite ! In sliort, to 
the discredit of both religions, these children, who are tanght 
so hinocently to join together " with heart and voice'* in a 
harmomotts song of national homage to their Sovereign, are 
literally, by the dark rules of the institution — ^whtch ** exdnde 
from the general school all catechisms and books inculcating 
peculiar religious opinions" — strictly forl^dden from exdain^ 
ing together with similar unanimity — 

" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
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THE CONSTABULARY. 

IF a new LoKULieutenant in a very great hurry wisiied to 
obtain a correct general idea of the distribution of the Con* 
stabularj Force in Ireland — ^in case no poor little boy, with a 
face deeply pitted with the small-pox, happened to be in the 
neighbourhood — ^I would strongly advise him to buy a six* 
penny niap of Ireland, nail it to a tree, and then, standing 
twenty-fire yards from it, to fire at it with a dose-carrying 
single-barrelled gun loaded with snipe^shot, which, in one 
second, would, as nearly as possible, mark out for him the 
dbtribution of the constabulary tfaoroughout the country ho 
was about to govern* A gUuice at the map, on which every 
police station is accurately delineated, will, I believe, suf- 
ficiently demcmstrate the truth of my prescription. 

, The first quesUon whidi the moralist would, of course, ask, 
is, why so ubiquitous a force is necessary 1 Blinking, how- 
ever, this subject for the present, there«*is another query, 
which, though of minor importance, is not unworthy of con- 
sideration ; namely, by what magic power can such a scattered 
force be governed 1 By military men discipline is said to be 
the art of welding t<^ether, into an indissoluble band, a num- 
ber of human particles, which, separately, have no strength 
or value whatever. But those whom discipline has thus 
joined, no man, with impunity, can put asunder. In a regi- 
ment, however admirable may be its efficiency, it would be 
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difficult to select six men who would maintam their artificial 
habits, if they were to be located in a Icmely spot for, say, 
only one year. To find a company of such men would be 
almost impossible ; and yet the constabulary force of Ireland 
is composed of an army of 12,501 Irishmen, belonging to two 
religions which we are told it is impracticable to conciliate ! 

With these &cts fermenting in my mind I felt desirous to 
inform myself, first, of the nature of the force in question; 
and, secondly, of the mode in which it is disdplined : and as, 
for some hours, I had an opportunity, first, of glancing over 
the whole of their rules and regulations ; and, secondly, of 
inspecting several hundred of the officers and men at the 
depot at which the whole is educated, I obtained the following 
trifling data on the* subject : — 

I. — Ireland — which contains 32 counties, 316 baronies, 
2422 parishes, and 66,700 townlands — is divided, for police 
purposes, into 35 counties and ridings, over each of whidi is 
placed a county inspector. Each county' and riding is divided 
into districts, averaging 7 in number, over each of which is 
placed a sub-inspector, whose district is further subdivided 
into about 7 sub-districts, each under the immediate charge 
of a head or other constable. 

Each sub-district comprises on an average 40 townlands. 

There are at present in Ireland 159/) police stations, giving 
on an average 48 stations to each county, and 8 policemen to 
each station. 

The constabulary force of Ireland consists of — 

Roman Catholics . . '7,'798 

Protestanta • . . 4,708 

Total foroo . 12,601 
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The height of the men is as follows :-— > 
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Besides acting as conservators of the public peace, the 
Irish constabulary direct their exertions to^ numerous col- 
lateral objects of great importance to the country; for 
instance — 

They distribute and collect the voting papers for all the Poor 

Law Guardians. 
They take the census throughout Ireland. 
They escort all prisoners, excepting in Tipperary and Cork| 

in which counties the aid of troops is required. 
They escort all convicts, and discharge the convict accounts. 
They collect and settle, the innumerable accounts of fines and 

penalties, from sixpence upwards. 
They act as billet-masters throughout the country, and as 

auctioneers for the sale of distress. 
They enforce the fishery laws under certain instructions. 
They assist in various ways the Board of Health. 
They act (in towns and large villages) as masters of weights 

and measures. 
They preserve order in sessional and assize courts. 
They make up annually for Government certain statistical 

returns of the quantity and quality of the difierent kinds of 

crop, of stock, &c, and are thus competent, at any moment 

when required, to report simultaneously on the state of 

any particular crop — ^the potato, for instance — throughout 

the whold of Ireland. 

During the &mine they greatly assisted the Commissariat, 



M also the numerous relief commlsaiooa ; m dhort, fcom tbeir 
zeal and intelligeaoe they are ready and oompetent to per- 
form almost ai^ mboellaneoua duties that xxv^y be required 
of them. 

On comparing the pay of the constabulary with tliat of a 
corresponding number of British troops, it appears that the 
police are a rather less expensive force than the army ; for, 
although the sub-constables of police are better paid than 
prlyate soldiers, yet, from the inferioi^ pay of the other ranks 
of the constabulary, and from the much smaller proporti(m 
of them required than for troops, the cost of the whole force 
is at present, on the whole, less than that of an equal number 
of her Majesty's troops ;* and indeed this difierence might be 
materially increased ; for, as the number of constable-officers 
\a not (as in the army) measured by the number of men thej 
command, but by the extent of country under the superin- 
tendence of each, the number of police constables at eveiy 
station might be doubled, without materially increasing the 
officers' labour; and as the whole police force of Ireland 
might thus be very largely augmented without any great 
addition to its complement of officers, the expense of the 
force, as compared with that of the army, would in that case, 
of course, be proportionally diminished. 

From documents which will shortly be submitted, and 
which will enable the reader on this important subject to 
judge for himself, I was happy to ascertain that in the oon- 

* The difiSerence is nearly as follows : — 

10,000 police, with their offioers and staff, cost 2000Z. a year less 
than 10,000 troops without 8ta£ 

The average annual expense of the clothing of the ooostabnlary is 
as follows:— ^ 

Infiintry, per man . . 1 fi ftf 

Cavalry . , , . 1 19 1 . 
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stabulftry, as ki our army and navy, Protestants and Cath- 
olics live tc^ther in such perfect harmony, that during the 
last fifteen years the Inspector-Grieneral has not received above 
four cases of complaint connected with religion ; indeed, their 
difference of creed is productive to the service only of good; 
for as the constables and sub-constables of each religion 
would, of course, jealously report any partiality or disaf!ec& 
tion of a comrade on account of religion, the plain course, 
and indeed the only practicable course for all, is to drop 
religious animosity, and be faithflil to their duty. Several 
years ago one of the constables was promptly dismissed for 
calling out " O^ConneU for ever P^ Immediately afterwards 
two nnore were dismissed for, with equally extended jaws, # 
shouting, " To hell with the Pope /" The adherents of both 
parties rabidly complained to Sir Duncan M*6rigor, who 
quaintly enough answered their communications by lacon- 
ically sending to each complainant a copy of the punishment 
he had just inflicted for the antagonistic exclamation. 

Throughout the late elections, although the whole body of 
Ireland was convulsed by religious animosity, the fidelity of 
the constabulary was so irreproachable, that during that 
severe trial there has been no occasion to dismiss a single 
individual for disaffection. By a regulation, established by 
the Inspector-General, no constable or sub-constable can be 
allocated in the district of country of which he is a native, or 
in which he is known to have relations and friends ; and, as a 
pleaiing proof of the propriety of this arrangement, it may 
be stated that constables, located on the confines of their 
own neighbourhood, of their own accord often apply to be 
removed, as they fmd their difficulties and temptations so 
much increased by being even in the neighbourhood of 
their acquaintances. 

In the small detachments m which the constabulaiy are 
3 
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Boattered oy«r tlie whole nirfaoe of Lreland, not oidj is every 
individual stricUj required to do his own duty, bat Ue is 
punished if he witnesses any irregularity^ in the conduct of his 
comrades without reporting it to his officer. 

For ordinary offences there are instituted OonstabuJary 
Courts of Inquiry, which, after due investigation, deliver their 
verdict; but, to insure uniform discipline, the Inspector- 
General alone awards the puni^ment, which generailj con- 
sists of a fine not exceeding 21. With the sanction of the 
Lord-Lieutenant he pan, however, at once rid himself of any 
one technically termed by his comrades *^ a black sheep.'' 

In the last fifteen years the only case of disafiectioa 
that has occurred in the constabulary was an anonymous 
letter, written by a constable to a rebel, '^ hoping he would 
succeed.'' On this communication being transmitted to the 
Inspector-General, he sent to the culprit, desiring him to 
come to headi^][uarters with a specimen of his handwriting. 
The man, £mcying he was to be promoted, joyfully obeyed 
. the summons, and appeared quite elated, until, after a severe 
cross-examination, his letter was shown to him, upon which 
he at once acknowledged himself to be the writer ; boldly 
adding, " Tho%e sentiments are mineP^ It is a singular cir- 
eomstance — to which no unfavourable moral can reasonably 
be attached — ^that this man, who was of course instantly 
dismissed, had for two or three years been a student at 
Maynooth. 

But it is by rewards rather than by punishments tJiaWthe 
discipline of the force is established. 

Any head or other constable, or sub-constable, who distin- 
guishes- himself by zealous, intelligent, and spirited conduct, 
is permitted to wear, as a mark of distinction, a chevron of 
laoe on the left fore-arm of his jacket. 

When a man, distlngui^ied by four such marks, merits s 



fifth, in lieu of all he xeoeivee a silver medal, which he wean 
suspended by a light-blue riband on hie left breast. 

For every occaeion on whioh he subsequently distin- 
guishes himself, he is allowed to wear a ebevion ia 
addition to the medal. 

These ehevrons and medal are not only honouiable di»* 
tinctions to the oonstable while in the service, but on hie 
retiring from it they very properly become bills of exchange. 
On the termination of his services the earner of these honoura 
receives from the Reward Fund — ^if a head.constable, the sum 
of 6^, and if a constable or sub-eonstable, the sum of 4^ fiur 
each chevron : for his medal, a head-constable receives 9&L ; 
a constable or subKsonstable, 25/. ; and if the man dies in the 
service, these well-earned sums, after his funeral, are paid 
over to bis widow or children, but to no other heir ai law. 
The medal itself is also handed over to the widow or childrsa 
as an honourable testimonial. Sub-constables with meda]% 
without regard to their services, take precedence of all othen 
in tbdr class; but for misconduct a man forfeits one or 
more chevrons, according to the nature and degree of his 
ofifence. 

The Inspector-General not only declines to enlist married 
men, but after the recruits are enlisted they are not allowed 
even to speak of matrimony for at least five years ; however, 
at the end of that period, if they sicken, their names are 
allowed to be enrolled, and, as vacancies occur among the 
1^5th of the force that are permitted to be married, they 
gradually (in the order of their application) crawl up the tree 
of Hymen, until they arrive at the point called '^holy 
matrimony," where they are authorized to establish them- 
selves ; ** provided always," says the regulation, *^ that they 
can produce satisfactory references as to the conduct, duur- 
acter, and respectability [the stem order says nothing about 
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baMity ] of the female to wliom the 0(»iBtahle or sub«oonstaUd 
may wish to be united." 

Besides the numerous small detadiments I have described, 
there are in eadi ooimty a lew men of superior attainments 
and experienoe, termed ^ disposable men'* — ^Anglice, '^ Deted- 
iTes." They are, however, entitled to this latter appellation 
«aly in one sense of the word; for, with a view to prevent 
them from acting as spies, they are prohibited from looking 
oat for intended crimes; and are directed to confine th^ 
attention exclusively to the oaptore of the perpetrators of 
outrages already committed, about which there can be no 
question. 

With this object in view they search for information, and 
it is a (mrious &ct that since the exertions of Father Matthew 
they have found that the difficulty of detecting crime in 
Ireland has considerably increased, the reason being, that the 
information and confessions they formerly obtained were 
usually volunteered by drunken men. 

Formerly every county in Ireland paid ono-half of the 
gross expenses of the constabulary located within it, and the 
consolidated fund paid the other half. Now the whole of 
the Parliamentary establishment is defrayed by the ccmsol- 
idated fund, the county only paying for any force it may 
require beyond that establishment. When, however, any 
great crime takes place, Government has the power to iiend 
a force, which can be located, as it deems fit, on the county 
at large, the barony, parish, or townland, either of which, as 
ordained by Government, is made chai^eable for the cost of 
the extra force for three months certain, and for sach further 
time as may be requiedte. The beneficial eflect of this regu- 
lation is, that in many cases information is privately given 
to Government of an intended crime, merely to avoid the 
expense of suppressing it. 
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FcH* the constabulary men are setocted solely from ohttrao- 
ter and personal appearance, without reference to their 
religion. Some years ago about one4hird of the applicants 
were Protestants. I ascertained, however, that the number 
of aj^licants of that creed has very lately increased. 

Strange as it may sound, the little dumb potato has been 
the unconscious cause of this difference, for, as the lower 
orders of Cathodes usually feed on it, and the lower orders 
of Protestants partly on oala, the famine caused by the 
potato disease, not only (as tlie statistics in the Government 
offices fully substantiate) fell principally on the poor Ofttho- 
lics, but subsequently, from the terrifying efl^ts of this 
c^se^ the latter class have formed by far the greater number 
of the emigrants who since the &mine have left ireland. 

Of the officers, who are all gentleman, there are mors 
Protestants than Catholics, 

In proportion, however, to the whole force, which is esseih- 
tially CatholiC) they are very few in number. 

Beginning from the lowest rank, the officers consist o&— 
Cadets-Probationary, who rank as constables, and who usually 

continue in probation for about two months. 
Sub-InspectOTs, of three classes, who perform the same 

duties, but with different rates of pay, namely, 100/. a year^ 

120/., 150/.^ and about twelve at 180/. 
County-Inspectors, of three classes, receiving 220/., 250/.^ 

and 300/. a year. 
2 Assistant Inspector-G^ierals, — one employed in the office 

in Dublin Costle, and one (Captain Roberts) conunanding 

the Educationary D6p6t in the Phoenix Park. 
2 Deputy Inspector-Generals, of great experience, who work 

in the office. 
1 Inspector-General, Mi^or-General Sir Duncan ITGrigor, 

K* G. B. 
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Hie Depot consists of a Commandant (Lieut.-CbloneI 
Roberts) and six Sub-Inspectors (of whom four coinmaod 
companies of about one hundred and fifty infantry men each; 
one the cavalry troop, consisting, at present, of sixty men 
and 52 horses ; the sixth performs the triple regimental 
duties of adjutant, barrack-master, and store-keeper). There 
are also a surgeon and a veterinary surgeon. 

Besides the discipline and payment of the companies, 
these six officers have to conduct a large county correspond- 
ence, owing to the reserved men being scattered over Ireland, 
in places where, in consequence of disturbances, their sendees 
are required. 

The officers who join as cadets, and who, during their pro- 
bation, are dressed as officers, are taught to command a body 
of men, and, when competent, are promoted, as vacancies 
occur, to the rank of Sub-Inspectot*. 

The officers are instructed in arithmetic, algebra, geometry, 
** iht [their] code ;" also how to fill up numberless returns, 
winch, 6a service, they have to make as to crime, statistics, 
fittimates^ accounts, &c. 

In the whole of the «bove, as also in the knowledge of the 
drill and discipline of the corps, they are strictly examined, 
fttid, unless deemed perfectly competent, are not sent to a 
county to be intrusted with the chaise of a district. The 
)dme occupied in their primary instructi(»i, whidi they are 
required to continue when detached, is usually from 4 to 5 
mbnths. 

As the constables of the three ranks, in their remote and 
often solitary locations, have to act as paymasters, they also 
are all instructed as accountants, and in other matters which 
will shortly be detailed. 

In the whole force there are, per annum, about 1000 vacan- 
cies, caused by resignations, deaths, retirements by pension oar 
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gratuity, and dismissals, the latter averaging each year about 
200. 

Every individual In the constabulary is required to havo 
in his possession, and to be catechised therefrom, a small 
printed book, entitled ^* Extracts from the Standing Rules 

AND EeGULATIONS, AS PUBLISHED FOR THE INFORMATION AND 

Guidance of the Const abul a ri^ Force of Ireland." 

On glancing over the 558 regulations contained in this 
blue-bound vade mecunij the following appeared to exemplify, 
very satisfactorily, the admirable principles - by which Sir 
Duncan M'Grigor has organized this valuable corps : — 

* 17. Every inferior, whether officer or oonstahle, is to receive the lawftd 
eommandB of his superior wilh deference and respect, and to execute them 
to the hest of his power ; and every superior, in his turn, whether officer or 
constable, is to give his orders in the language of moderatioi], and of re- 
gard to the feelings of the individual under bis command. 

** 96. It LB of great importance that the men should be respected by 
the Tpeople of the country, and obtain the good opinion of the gentry. 
They will, therefore, be extremely cautious in their demeanour, and, by 
sober, orderly, and regular habits, respectful attention to every gentteman, 
and ready seal to execute the lawful orders and commands of the magi*- 
tarates. endeavour to obtain the approbation of all classes. 

" 97. The situations in which the men are placed render it ot the highest 
importance that they should be on the most cordial terms with each other, 
and join in every thing that can tend to the advantage of the establishment; 
therefore, any man who is inclined to quarrel with his comrades will be 
toDsidered unfit for the service. 

** 178. AU offidal authorities are to be treated with maxiced attentioo 
and respect by every member of the force ; and head and other constables 
are never to pass any of the Queen's judges of asrize, lieutenants of coun- 
ties, vice-lieutenants, high-sherif&, mugistrates, sub-sherif&, coroners, officers 
of the revenue police, or officers of the force, without saluting them. 

** 193. The constabulary force should sedulously cultivate a good un- 
derstanding with the army, navy, and other public services. 

** 396. The oonstobulaiy being, from the nature of the service, mudi 
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detaehed, and adng, neoeaBaiily, ki the perfonnanoe of their Tarioas dolieB^ 
ID BDoall paities, are intrusted with arms for their own presorvatioi], and 
that of their banacks and priaoneni ; it eamiot therefore be too stroogl j 
imprewed on the mind of eadi and ereiy member of the force, how highly 
aaicintinl it is to guard against the digfatest wanton or wilful misaae of Iheir 
anD8» but to observe the utmost fiiffbearBDce that humanity combined with 
prudence can dictate, before incurring the awful as well as legal responsi- 
bility of firing on the people ; a measure which should never be resorted to 
until the yery last extremity, and not until after every other means shall 
have (ailed for the preservatioo of those engaged in carrying the law into 
effect It should be constantly borne in mind, that, however wdl justified 
a policeman may consider himself in firing, the act, with all its aooompany- 
ing circumstances) whether the result be attended by loss of life or other- 
wise, must become the subject of legal investigatioQ. It therefore behoves 
those who may be placed in such a situation to be wdl preplbred to prove 
that they acted with becoming humanity, caution, and prudence ; and thai 
they were oompeUed by neoesaity alooe to have recourse to their anna. 

** 397. Whenever the necessity of firii^ should unfortunately arise, it 
ought to be at the leaders of a riot, or the assailants of the police, and, if 
possible, with effect Firing over the heads of mobs engaged in an illegal 
pursuit must not be allowed ; as a harmless fire, instead of intamidalang, 
would give confidence to the daring and the guilty. 

" 402. The constabulary should, upon all occasions (as before directed^ 
observe the utmost caution and forbearance in using their arms ; bat should 
any attempt be made to finrce an entrance into their bajFracka^ or to rescue 
prisoners, who may be in their charge, or to deprive them of their arms, 
they ought, in those purely defensive situations, to act with the utmost 
firmness and determination, and to resist by every means in their power 
the loss of their barracks, prisoners, or arms. 

**■ 408. The police are expressly prohilnted fiKMU firing shots, for the 
purpose of intimidating any persons they may be authorized to arrest^ or 
jbr any other purpose whatever, or imder any other circumstances than 
those set forth in the 'Zth chapter. 

" Priaonerf. 
** 48S. Are to be treated by the constabolazy with eveiy humane con- 
sideration which their situation and safety can admit o^ and no unneces- 
sary restraint or harshness shall be permitted towards them ; but on the 
other hand, as the escape of any prisoner must ensure the «liiimia«u^l of the 
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pMMA or pmoM m cliaig« of lliB^ h behovw tiio p^ 

the difchacge oC his or thdr duty. 

** 484. Every ratioiial aUowanoe afaonld be made for the feelinge of a 
prisoner by hie escort ; but as the hitter is responsible for his safe custody, 
he 18 to be handcuffed, if duurged with the commissioD of any seriona 
offanoe, or if a person of bad or suspicions cfaameter, if there be reasonaUi 
groonds to apprehend an escape or rescue. 

** 465. Females* or old or in6nii prisoners^ are not to be handcuflM; 
and the constabuhuy are not to oooTerse with their prisoners or questioo 
them respecting the offences with which they may be chaiged. 

* WUne99€9 and PfoMtutor*, 

" 558. In all triala wherein the police may either be w i ta c as e a or pra»' 
ecnten* they shonld gire their testimony in a manly stnughtforward man- 
ner, without &ring or appearmg to care about the eflfectsof it, either as ta 
the conviction or acquittal of the accused in criminal matters* or as to the 
result in any dyil or other suit 

** 569. They should merely and briefly answer the questions put to 
them without remark or commentary ; and, if crosa-ezamined, they should 
carefully avoid making a disrespectful or an intemperate reply; for if 
their testimony be jGurly and honestiy giren, they need not fbar* and 
shouldnotbeannoyedatkany ordeal to which they may be subjected. It 
must, howeyer, be clearly understood that no man can be considered as a 
wc^thy member of the force who is not a respectable witness, and that any 
iostanoe of prevarication before any court of aasiae, sessions, inquiry, or 
other tribunal whatsoerer, shall ensure Ihe immediate dismissal of the 
witness who prevaricates^ or givea partial or vindictiye evideiiea." 
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This establishment, romantically ntuated in a retired por- 
tion of the Phoenix Park, is composed of barrack-looking 
buildings, forming three sides of a rectangular, capacious, 
dark-<x)loured, gritty parade-ground. The long north firont, 
which has a clock in the middle of it, contains officers' quar- 
ters, officers' mess-room, sleeping-rooms for the in&ntry por- 
tiixi of the force, and the Commandant's quarters ; oq tha 

3* 
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(Mlrty or righti a short wing for infantry; on the west, or leH^ 
similar aooommodation, with stabling beneadi, for the cavalry. 

The whole is surrounded on the south by a ditch, termi- 
nating at each eoA by a rustic, countryfied, cottage-looking 
guard-house, which has evidently beensdentifically constracted 
for the purpose, like a bastion, of flanking the ditdi in case of 
an attack. In the iron shutters of its windows are loopholes, 
and I also in the walls observed more loopholes, filled up widi 
brick-nogging, that could evidently be knocked out with the 
butt end of a musket at a moment's notice. The other three 
aides are protected by a jagged-topped stone wall, 8 feet higL 

Close to the iron entrance^tes is a small movable guard- 
room, 10 feet square, whose roof, floor, and sides are com- 
posed of shutters, the lower portion of which, by iron lining, 
have been made balLproof In the sides are hooks for five 
hammocks, carefully hung in the portion that is musket-proo£ 

A few habitations of this^ sort are in store, ready to form a 
portable barrack for mountains, or for any uninhabited spot 
in which it may be necessary to locate a party for a few 
months. 

On arriving, by appointment, at 10 o'clock in the morning 
fMi this Depot, I found the whole of its dark-green force march- 
ing in companies on the Parade, and as, by order of the Com- 
mandant, they wheeled into line, I saw at a glance before me a 
well-organized body of regular troops ; indeed, in soldier-Uke 
appearance, arms, accoutrements, and uniform, they strongly 
reminded me of that noble corps, the old 95th, nowadays 
christened '' The Rifle Brigade." They had the same slight, 
active appearance ; although, on the whole, they were evidently 
taller. 

The full dress of the men is, a black shako, a dark-green 
soldier's jacket with worsted epaulettes of the same colour, 
dark-green trowsers and gloves, boots, a black patent-laather 
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cross-belt, clasping widi a brass plate, a black shining-leather 
waistband containing two black pouches, one for percassion 
caps, the other for a pair of iron handcuff. Their arms are 
composed of a short carbine with a spring bayonet, which, 
when unfixed, is attached by another spring to its scabbard, so 
as to prevent the weapon, in either position, from being forced 
from its place. In every cartouch-box there were 20 rounds 
of ball cartridge (two loose and ready) and 30 spare caps, and 
above them was suspended, by black straps, a black knapsack. 
Each man in full marching order carries 33 lb. 4 oz., includ- 
ing his carbine and bayonet, which weighs 7 lb. 15 oz., and 
his cartouch-box with 20 rounds of ball cartridge, weighing 4 
lb. 3 oz. For undress, the men wear a smart, neat foraging 
cap, with bl^ck patent-leather chin-straps. 

On walking through the ranks, I perceived that the acting 
constables (corporals) were distinguished by two gold chevrons 
on the left arm. The constables (who rank' as sergeants) had 
three gold chevrons. The head-constable (second class), who 
wears two small gold epaulettes, and in his undress gold twist, 
has on his arm four bars surmounted by a crown embroidered 
in gold. Instead of a single he has a double-barrelled carbine, 
with a short sword that can be attached to it as a bayonet. 
The head-constable, first class (sergeant-major), whose clothes 
are of superfine cloth, has the same four chevrons and crown ; 
bttt underneath them is embroidered a gold shamrock. Besides 
the above, those men and non-commissioned officers who have 
earned them, are distinguished by the good-conduct chevron 
and silver btfdge of mer\t already described. The officers 
wear shakos, dark«^reen uniform, with gilt epaulette scales ; 
their long straight swords are in burnished steef scabbards. 

The mounted constabulary is a well-appointed cavalry 
force, composed of tall, slight, wiry-looking mwi, selected for 
their superior activity, genend intelligence, and j^ileotioa 



for horses and mounted service. They are not sheeted if 
they are under five feet eight or above five feet t^i, if they 
exceed in weight twelve stone, or until they have serred as 
infantry police for two years. Their uniform consists of a 
dark-green jacket and trowsers with black stripe, a light-greai 
worsted waist-belt, a black cavalry cap, with pateat-leather 
peak, brass chin-scales, patent-leather cross-belt, white gloves, 
and steel spurs. In front of their saddle, which is the same as 
that used by the horse artillery, they carry a braoe c^ pistols 
covered with brown leather ; behind it, a valise protected by 
black oil-skin. The horses have bright collar-chains and white 
girths. The appointments, indudiog every thing, weigh 5 
stone 4 lbs. On ordinary service the men wear a £>raging 
cap, and the horses do not carry the valise ; the weight of the 
appointments is thus reduced to 3 stone 12 lbs. 

Every man, after having served one year in the mounted 
force to the satisfaction of his county-inspector,' is entitled, if a 
constable, to an addition of 2/.^ and if a sub-constable of \l 
10«., to his usual salary ; thus making the pay of a mounted 
constable 38^., and of a sub-constable 29^. 4^. a year. Tlie 
increase, however, above named is iforfeited by misconduct, or 
by the man being removed to the infantry. To the cavalry 
the prindpal words of command are given by a trumpet^ to 
the infantry by bugles. 

As soon as our slight inspection was over, the Commandant, 
Lieut-Colonel Roberts, who, under the direc^on of the Inspec- 
tor-General, has indefatigably raised and trained upwards of 
14,000 constabulary recruits, put his force through various 
military evolutions adapted to their particular duties. For the 
purpose of clearing away a mob, the infantry advanced rapidly 
in the form of a solid wedge, which, as soon as it was supposed 
to have penetrated the mob, graduaUy extended itself into 
line. Thay then quiddy fonned themselves into small deien- 
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sive aqiuures; and idtfaough. they have hai^ily neyer had ooca- 
sion to carry it into effect, they went through a morement of 
street firing adapted for a amall force, which it would be im- 
possible for any undisciplined crowd to resist. Advancing in 
8e<^ons about the length of a narrow street, the leading men 
no sooner iired than a secticm from the rear in double quick 
time ran in front and fired again ; and so on a rapid succes- 
sion of volleys was administered. Besides this exercise, the 
men are taught first to fire blank cartridges, and then, with the 
help of a target, are (as it is professionally termed) " finished 
off with ball," until, as 1 was informed, they can hit true and 
well at 100 yards. On the whole, I certainly have never seen 
assembled a more intellectual force ; indeed, there was an in- 
telligence in their countenances, a supple activity in their 
movements, and a lightness in their tread, that were very re- 
markable. 

The Commandant, having most obligingly shown me a 
specimen of the Irish Constabulary in its manu&ctured statOi 
now pointed to a picturesque pprtion of the Phoenix Park imme- 
diately outfflde the south ditdi of the barracks, where I had an 
opportunity of seeing, standing in squads of 20 and 30 men 
each, the raw material of which it is ccmstructed. 

On a small expanse of emerald-green grass, studded here 
and there with beautiful gnarled thorn-trees, which, increasing 
in number, soon formed a wild-looking forest, bush, or jungle, 
much resemblii^ spots I had seen in uninhabited portions ijf 
South America, I found standing in squads of 20 or 30, clasp- 
ing their thighs, and in various degrees of strangulation, re- 
cruits, some of whom, having arrived but the day before, had 
only that morning been gbfled with a hard, stiff patent-leather 
^ock, which gave that sort of protuberance to the eyes which 
I remember fonned the first feature in my own military ca- 
reer. Some had joined a week, some a fertnii^t, and the rest 



n A POBTXmST m ntSLAND. 

rather more than three weeks. Witfaoat refereDoe to reilgMB, 
ftlmoet all had been selected as being the sons of deserring 
small farmers. They were, generally- speaking, fine, band- 
some, intelligent lads of from 18 to dO ; well dressed, wear- 
ing waistcoats, nedccloths, and dean diirts. There was 
nothing clownish or cloddi^ in their appearance; and the 
progress which the more advanced had made daring the very 
short period of their probation exemplified what I believe is 
an old remark, namely, the natural aptitude of the Irish to be 
soldiers — not sailors^ as that profession rarely suits them. 

After observing for a few minutes their star-gazing at- 
tempts to march, countermarch, &c. — ^in short, the vigoroos 
efforts of these military grubs to become butterflies — I re- 
turned with the Commandant to the Parade to look at the 
barracks. We first went to the officers' quarters, where I 
entered a good reading-room well supplied with newspapers, 
and an excellent mess-room, handsomely carpeted, with ma- 
hogany sideboard, plate, and other Constabulary comforts. 

In the infantry barracks, on the ground floor, I found the 
m^'s rooms, which are 38 feet by 20, newly whitewashed ; 
and besides two lofty windows at each end, they were sdenti- 
fically ventilated by four holes about three feet from the floor 
for the admission of heavy pure air, and by two holes in the 
ceiling for the exit — vitl the chimney — of light foul air. In 
every room were sixteen iron bedsteads, each containing a 
fresh bed and pillow of straw, a pair of sheets, two blankete, 
and a quilt. The tick beds are washed every six months^ and 
the pillow cases every four months. The men's accoutre- 
ments were arranged on shelves, and around eadi room were 
stands for their arms. For the lower panes of the windows 
I observed iron shutters, loop-holed ; in diort, the Irish Con- 
stabulary in their barracks are, in &ct, a select garrison of 
admirably drilled troops, occupying, very properly and very 
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j)eaeeabl J, a very mug little fortress of tlrair own. But its 
loopholes are blinded, and the ofiicers and non^Mmmissioned 
officers wear quiet dvil titles ; and thus Parliament, so invari- 
ably averse to every description of force that by its effidenoy 
deserves the unpopular appellation of ^ regular^ good-humour- 
edly looks upon the whole, and, satisfied by the blocked-up 
loopholes, finds no reason whatever to complain of ^ unconsti- 
^titional protection." * 

On ascending a stone staircase we passed some single 
small rooms, about 12 feet square each, containing a solitary 
bed, and a table l>earing an inlEstand, pens, ^, They belong 
to the constables (seigeants). 

On the upper story I found a series of rooms similar to 
those below, but with a small low door pierced in the wall of 
each, so as in case of attack to allow the men, by stooping, 
freely to circulate through the whole region without being 
obliged to ascend the staircase. 

Under each bedstead 1 remarked a black box, on the side 
of which was written the owner's name in white letters, oon- 
taining, besides Ins linen, ^., a suit of plain clothes and round 
hat ; which, if necessary, enables the force without danger to 
move from station to station, or to assemble in force at any 
given point, without irritation or observation. 

In rear of these barracks are a cleaning yard ; washing- 
room, supplied by a steam boiler with hot and cold water ; a 
shed for cleaning clothes, and for drilling in wet weather, ^se. 
la the cooking-house, in which are eight large caldrons^ I 
found three women engaged and paid by the men to oook 
their victuals and clean their rooms. 

In the cavalry wing there is a sergeants' mess-room, con- 
taining tables neatly covered with painted oil-doth. On the 
walls were hanging several, maps and the mess regulations. 
From the latter it appears that these chief constables get an 
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exoellent breakfiwt and dioner for \\d^ senraatB and wMhhi( 
induded. Throughout the barradui smoking, card-playing) 
and gambling of ever j description, are strictly prohibited. In 
the riding-school I found several recruits in dark green, with 
brass scales to their caps, riding on horses, each branded on 
the shoulder with his respective number. The stables, which 
are 36 feet by 20, and well ventilated, are divided bj iron 
rails; and over each iron nbanger is written the number, 
age, and date of purchase, of the horse that is eating out 
of it 

In the hospital, which is luxuriously supplied with hot and 
cold baths, the sick are all required to wear a blue-bottle 
coloured dress, to prevent them flying unseen to their healthy 
green^XNfcted comrades. On looking over the dietary, I was 
quite ddighted to find that on Friday all the inmates, whether 
Protestant or Catholic, dine amicably together on fish. 

In the eastern short wing of the establishment I found an 
^cellent, healthy, well-ventilated school-room, containing in 
.^wo divisions sixteen long desks and benches. In front of 
them was the lecher's table, with globes, a case for books, 

&C. 

On their first entrance here, the recruits are made to copy 
out the rules and regulations by which they are to be goyemed, 
and in which they are strictly examined. In addition, they 
are taught orthography, grammar, arithmetic, geography, with 
a particular knowledge of Ireland, and the rudiments of ge- 
ometry. 

They are then in the " special class'' taught, by a ccmstable- 
schoolmaster, a highly intelligent young man, book-keeping 
and mathematics. No recruit is allowed to be detached until 
by examination he has shown himself competent to perform 
his duty. In like manner, his subsequent promotion depoids 
on his passing a superior examination; — 
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** It k in -VBin," says fhe printed regnlationi, " for any man to expect 
paxnootioQ w1m> cannot witte with fiMility a good legible hand, and gpell 
welL" 

To enable him to prepare himself for this future examina- 
tion, he receives, previous to his leaving the depot, every 
necessary instruction. On the whole, it appeared to me that 
at the Constabulary d6p6t everj practicable exertion is made 
to give to the important force it educates an intelle<!^tual char- 
acter, as well as that intelligence, activity, and zeal which its 
delicate and difficult duties so urgently require. 
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COLLEGE OF MAYNOOTH. 

OUTSIDE the entranoe-door of Morrison's Hotel there are 
always — like sharks in a hot latitude floating within the 
surf of a beach — a number of carmen, greedily waiting to snap 
up any human body that they can see at all struggling for 
assistance ; and, accordingly, no sooner, on leaving the aforesaid 
hotel at 9*45 a. M., did I happen to stand for a second or two 
rather irresolutely on the pavement (the fact is I was thinking 
that f Ihould probably want a car) than one flew at me like a 
bull-dog, and, stepping aboard of it, I had scarcely taken my 
seat, when off it started with me, dragging me sideways in a 
direction exacfly opposite to my wishes. 

" Where the deuce are you going 1" said I to the driver. 

" Where does yere Am'r wuh to go 1" he replied, pulling 
up. 

" Why didn't you ask that before you started 1 What are 
you in such a terrible hurry about ?" I added. 

•* Well, yere Am'r ! I've a good harse her ! She's a 
well-bred baste!" And, on my smiling as my right eye 
glanced at her for a moment, he added, " I can see yere 
Arn'r knows what a well-bred baste is !" 

The animal was certainly excee(togly impatient to be off; 
and in a very few minutes after I had divulged to the driver 
where I wished to go, she rattled me through the streets to 
the spot, and the sixpenny transaction between us all three 
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faaying thus concluded, the car slowly jogged away from the 
station-door of the Great Southern and Western Railway, as 
I walked into it 

From a porter I learned that there had lately been an alter- 
ation in the departure of the train that was to drop me at 
Maynooth, and as I had in consequence thereof arriyed at the 
station half an hour too soon, I strolled from it with perfect 
impartiality in the first direction tiiat offered itself. Passing 
a large stack of peat for sale, I came suddenly to a canal basin, 
in which a couple of naked boys of about eight years old were 
splashing. *' Throw me a halfpenny, yere AmV,' 'exclaimed 
(me, ^ till I dive ioft ut !" In an instant I complied with the 
£rst half of the child's little prayer, intending him to catch 
my penny with his hands. He, however, did not attempt to 
do 80 ; but, diving after it, brought it, to my astonishment, up 
in his mouth. 

Four or five men dose to me immediately lefb their work, 
and they seemed to take such an eager interest in sport (I 
believe of any sort), tiiat they prevailed on me to throw into 
the water another penny. ^ Hould !" exclaimed one ; ^here's 
Jan cummun that 'ull dive f<»r ut from the tap o' the wfaarl V^ 
The words were hardly pronounced when a lad of about 
seventeen, who had just i:un up to the group, threw off his 
jacket, kicked off his trows e rs — ^he had neither shirt, shoes, nor 
'Stockings on — and, to my surprise, I saw him climb to the 
top of a stone wall upwaids of ten fbet high, and then, running 
along the round coping, I perceived by the attitude he was 
raissuming ihat he was about to jump head foremost across the 
coped towing-path beneath him into deep water. I was most 
seriously alarmed lest he should kill himself and his intended 
performance, in Ae middle of a city, was altogether so irreg- 
ular, that nearly to the extent of my voice I called on him, 
imperatively, to desist 
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" Sure, yere AmV, he's always doing it for iny gkilie- 



manl" 

** No, no !'' I exclaimed, and I was proceeding very earn- 
estly with my protest, when from my little audi^ioe there 
arose such a simultaneous series of rejoinders in difierent 
voices of "Am'r!" « Yer© Arn'r!" and "Yere AmVP 
.... that it immediately occurred to me that the best ihmg 
I could do with my honour was to decamp with it, and so^ 
throwing down a sixpence for t^e kd who at that instant, with 
his hands clasped before his head, had dived from die top of 
the wall into the basin at some distance b^ieath, I very quickly 
walked away, and, descending a steep street^ came to a flat broad 
one, in which I stood for some minutes, observing what ap^ 
peared to be large walking haycodks with a horse's head^rojeet- 
ing from the middle of eadi ; indeed, in many instances the hay 
trailed on the ground on each side of the poor animal who was 
thus bringing it on his back from the country to Dublin market. 
Close on my lefl, snuffling and grubbing in the dust, were 
half-ardozen little pigs, each with his near fore and near hind 
legs tied tc^ether by a small hay band to prevent him cantaring. 
Whilst I was looking at this arrangement, a maimed b^gar- 
woman slowly walked up to me. To prevent a long story, I 
gave her a halfpenny. " May God in Heaven reward ye T 
she fervently muttered, as she continued her course. 

My half-hour's stroll was now nearly expended, so retumii^ 
to. the station I took fix>m the clerk in waiting a seoond-olasB 
return ticket to Maynooth. 

As, all I knew about travelling in Ireland was from certain 
pictures I had studied in my youth of thatdied postic^ises and 
of hostlers running with red-hot pokers in their hands to 
" start" the horses, I was curious to learn in what sort of ac- 
commodation I was about to be embedded. On reacMug the 
platform, I found a train of dark, rich blue cairiages, equal, if 
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fiot superior, to any I have ever seen on the continent of 
Europe. Each was composed of a first-dass coup6, hand- 
somely lined with blue doth, and (between them) of two 
seoond-dass carriages, painted in the interior drab-colour. In 
both were four seats, comfortably furnished with well-stuffed 
cushions covered with new, glossy morocco leather. Hie 
^ass windows, above which were Venetian shutters painted in 
J;wo shades of light blue, had neat linen curtains chequered in 
Une and drab. From the roof of the carnage, which was 
painted white, there protruded two round, black iron ventila- 
tors, about nine inches high, pierced with holes like a colander. 
In the coup^ there was scarcely an inhabitant, but the second- 
class oompartm«it was nearly filled with a clean, well-dressed, 
and respectable class of persons. As soon as a sudden and 
loud whistle, which I particularly remarked had no peculiar 
Irish tone, ordered us to start, a general commotion, or rather 
a series of general commotions, began ; and although I could 
not correctly hear what was said, it was evidently at intervals 
of A very jocular description, and accordingly there were every 
now and then, behind, before, and on either mde of me, parox- 
ysms of convulsive grins, the causes of which I could not learn, 
and shall now never know. 

Dublin, in the direction in which #e were travelling, has 
no suburbs, and so in a few minutes we were all flying through 
flat, rural scenery, ^strongly resembling England, excepting 
that the colour of the grass as it flitted by was certainly, if 
possible, rather more beautiful. In the fields, which were 
small, and bounded by hedges, we continually passed dose to 
groups of sturdy reapers, and their living attitudes, and open, 
sunburnt breasts, contrasted with the motionless yellow sheaves 
that stood around them, formed a pleasing picture of ^ har- 
vest home." Alongside of us, as we glided on, was — as is 
usually the case m railway traveUing— a canal, the horses 
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and boato of wliioh iqppeaied by oompariaon to be moring 
baokwarda. 

B7 the time we had got fifteen miles, the speed of the tnki 
evidently began to diminiah, and, continuing to alacken, it had 
scarcely stopped, when I heard loudly ejaculated by a monot- 
onous, psahnpsiaging yoioe, which on two legs was evidentlj 
rapidly i^roaofaing me, the word ^ MxY-nooth i" and on 
looking out of the window, a neat white station, bowided on 
each side by a high, bright pea-green palmg, a pea-green lamp- 
post, a peargreen ladder, and a peargreen bell-post, all newly 
painted, was standing close before me. 

I had some little difficulty in Uureading my way through 
some knees m<»e or less hard to the door of the carriage, and 
liius 1 was, scarcely on the platform of the station when away 
went the tnun with a whistle, ^' and," as the old song 8ay% 
" I was left all alone." 

On passing through Uie station, I found wuttng at its p<»^ 
tal a couple of hack cars, and as I stepped on the footboard of 
one, and as there was no &re for the other, both trotted, one 
close to the other, towards the village of Maynootfa, distant 
about 900 yards.. The driver of an Irish car utterly abhors 
that vacuum in the human mind commonly called ign<»anoe; 
his duty and his delight are to impart information of any sort 
or description to the person he drives, and thus, before I had 
proceeded twenty yards, I was instructed that a piece of olaret- 
coioured water before me was the canal-basin, that it was a 
harbour for coals, — that the ruins on my left were the dd 
castle of Maynooth, — and my ccHiductor, jabbering as &st as 
he could, was actually pointing to them with his whip, when I 
heard loudly ejaculated to him from the carman dose behind 
us, ** Johnnie ! why doun't ye shau Uie man the orbelisk ?" The 
reasons I suppose were, 1st, that it was exactly hi the opposite 
direction to that whicbi the whip was pcHnttng to ; and^ secondly^ 
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because mj driTer, no doubt, ocmndered that, just as a mar> 
quess, however old, ranks above a baron, however new, so do 
castles, ruined or not, rank before columns,, pyramids, and 
obelisks, whatever may be the events, new or old, they com* 
memorate. 

The instant I reached the village I begged my instructor 
to pull up, and, without loss of time, having once again de- 
scended upon the surface of this earth, I briefly asked, accord- 
ing to its custom, what I had to pay. ^' Ye can give ut me by 
and by, yere Am'r ! Yere AmV, thU^^ pointing to a little 
building like a methodist chapel, " is the cort-[court]-house, 
and thu with the railings round it is the market-house built 
by the Dod^e I" '' Does yere Am^r wish to go in ut 1" said 
the feeble voice of a little bare-footed boy in rags, whom I 
had not observed at my side ; adding, *^ there's a mam in 
there, yere Am'r, who has the kay." " Go along out o' 
thart !'' said the driver, suddenly loddng as if he was on the 
point of kicking and striking the boy's stomach at one and the 
same time. Not wishing to be involved in a dispute of this 
nature, I piteously bulged leave to be left to myself, and after 
having, with considerable difficulty, gained my independence, I 
availed myself of it by quietly looking around me. 

The village of Maynooth, which is about a quarter of a 
mile l<»ig, is composed of one long, very broad, straight street 
of low houses, two stories high, some of which are white, and 
the rest from age a light-drab colour. At several intervala 
are to be seen very slight indications of a bygone intention 
on the part of Uiis quiet village to turn itself by three or four 
streets at right angles into a town, but the abortive attempt 
soon dwindled into huts and cabins, that in a very few yards 
came to an end. At the eastern extremity of the main street 
there is a low wall with iron railing, and a park-gate, com- 
municating with a broad road and greensward upwards of^a 
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mile long, and of the breadth of the main street, of wfaidi in 
&ct it is a prolongation. Tliis road and park are the approach 
from Maynooth to Carlton, the splendid residence of tlie 
Duke of Leinster. 

The opposite or western extremity of the long street I have 
described is abruptiy terminated at right angles bj an iron 
railing, fixed in a low eoncaye dwarf wall, supporting at in- 
tervals several pilasters, on which appear two coudiant 
'sphinxes, one on each side of tiie iron entrance gates ; two 
lions oouchant and fiercely looking down the main street ; six 
globes; and three ornamental ancient urns. Immediately on 
the right of these railings, but outside them, are the ruins of 
an old castle, the ancient residence of the Fitzgeralds and an- 
cestors of the Duke of Leinster. Within the railings, bounded 
by two groves of horse-chestnuts, beeches, and acacias, are a 
couple c^ nice-looking grass-plots, separated by a road on which 
are fiourishtug four fine yew-trees, two lai^e hollies, two large 
laurustinus, and a few other evergreens. At the terminatk>n 
of this lawn, about one hundred yards from the railings, stands 
the Royal College of Maynooth, looking like something be- 
tween an old-fashioned English country-house and a French 
chateau, with a wing at each end, of a modem and rather a 
manufactory appearance. In short, it resembles, on the whole, 
very much one of the innumerable ^ establishments" wi&in 
a dozen miles of Liondon, in which the substantial family resi- 
dence of ^ the fine old English gentleman, all of the olden 
time," has, by the addition of a pair of plain new vulgar wings, 
been converted into a school. 

The old portion of the building, which projects slightly 
beyond the other two, is three stories high, with five windows 
in each ; the wings are two stories high, with ten windows in 
each. The whole, which has been rough-cast, looks weather- 
beaten and old. 
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The central pordon is inhabited entirely bj Professore. 
The middle window of its second story was wide open, dis- 
playing to view two very large school globes, separated by 
twelve extra-sized folio volumes with red leaves, standing on 
their edges, with their lettered backs uppermost. 

When I was in Dublin I called twice at the residence of 
Dr. CuUen, the Catholic Archbishop of Armagh, intending, 
although I was perfectly unknown to him, to ask him to be so 
good as to give me a note of introduction to the President of 
Maynooth College. He happened, however, at both times to 
be from home ; and I therefore determined that, without ap* 
plying to any one for assistance, I would go down to the Col- 
lege and take my chance of being admitted into it or not 

Accordingly, walking up to the central door, I rang the bell, 
and, on a servant appearing, I desired he would give my card 
to the President, and say I bulged leave to speak to him. The 
num told me that the President was away, but he would go 
to the Vice-President ; and in the mean while he begged me 
to walk into a comfortable small room kA three windows, 
handsomely furnished with a scarlet and black carpet ; scar- 
let curtains edged with yellow lace, white muslin curtains 
underneath ; a round table, covered with a scarlet and black 
cloth; ten dining-room chairs, with black hair-bottoms; a 
dumb waiter ; brass fender ; common grate ; a painting <^ a 
Tnan, with both hands uplifted, on his knees before two friars, 
one standing, the other sitting on the ground dose to a cross 
surmounted by Alpine scenery. In a spacious carpeted ad- 
joining room, the door of which wius wide open, was a large 
dining-table (standixi^ on a scarlet and black carpet), four sil- 
ver decanter-stands, a lai^e full-length picture of St. Francis 
on a pedestal, and about a dozen and a half of plain black hair- 
bottomed chairs. 

In a few minutes the door from the entrance-hall opened, 
4 
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and in walked the Vice-President, in his hlaok gown. He ap- 
peared to be about 40 years of age ; he was tall, light, and 
active, with a countenance not only exceedingly clever, but 
particularly mild and pleasing. He had my card in his hand ; 
and I had scarcely apologised for calling upon him, as a com- 
plete stranger, when he replied, "You were Governor of 
Ganada ?" I answered, " I was." And, rather to my sur- 
prise, he then added, " And you have taken the part of Louis 
Napoleon T As I did not want to enter into that subject, I 
briefly said, " I had,'^ muttering to myself at the moment, 
"Well, you have read the T\m^ at all events !" " Do you 
want," said he, " to see our Collie 1" 

Of course I did ; but as I was particularly anxious tiiat he 
should not consider I had come merely from private euriosty, 
I at once took my black note-book out of my podcet, and 
opening it, and displaying to him some ten or fifteen pages 
of pencil writing, I said very gravely, " I yesterday took these 
notes of the system of Irish education pursued in Marlborough 
street, Dublin. If you see no objection, I desare to take sim- 
ilar notes, not on theolc^cal subjects, but on the g^ieral 
management of this College." 

For a mom^t I thought I saw a very small cloud of re- 
flection flit across the sunshine and serenity of his countenance ; 
but it had scarcely vanished when he said, with great kindness 
of manner, " I will show you every thing myself." 

It appears that the establishment of the Royal College of 
St. Patrick at Maynooth, founded on Mr. Pitt's recommen- 
dation, in 1795, by the Irish Parliament in the reign of 
George III., consists at present of a President, a Vice-Presi- 
dMit, a Dean, two junior Deans, a Prefect of the Dunboyne 
establishment, who also acts as Librarian, a Bursar, and a 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees, composed of three Oatho- 
Hc Archbishops, seven Bishops, and four Irish noblemen. 
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The Professors are of 

Dogmatical and Moral llieology. 

Natural Philosopby. 

Rhetoric and Belles Lettres. 

English Rhetoric and FrenolL 

Ecclesiastical History. 

Logic, Metaphjfflcs, and Ethics. 

Humanity. 

Irish. 

There are also attached to the Instituti<», a Counsel, a 
Law^ent, a Physician, a consultmg Physician, a Surgeon, a 
consulting Surgeon, two resident Medical Attendants, and 
lastly a Printer and Bookseller. 

For the maintenance of this establishment the sum of 
about 8000/. was annually voted by the Irish, and afterwards 
by the Imperial Parliament, from 1795 to 1807, when an ad- 
ditional 5000/. was granted for the enlaiigement of the build- 
ings. From 1808 to 1813 the annual vote was 8283/., and 
from 1813 to 1845 it was raised to 8928/. By the Aot of 8 
and 9 Vict c. 25, the College, on the recommendation of Sir 
Bobert Peel, was placed on a new foundation, and perma- 
nently endowed for the maintenance and education of 500 
atodents, and of 20 senior scholars on the Dunboyne foun- 
dation, for the support of which the College receives from 
the fee simple estafes of the late Lord Dunboyne 460/. a 
year. 

Besides providing for the aunual cost of commons, ^., for 
these 520 students, of aUowanoes to the 20 Dunboyne stu- 
dents, and to 250 students of the three senior classes, and of 
salaries to the president, superiors, and professors, tiie Aot 
above quoted moreover vested in the Commissioners of Pub- 
lic Works the sum of 30,000/., for erecting the buildings ne- 
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oessary to aooommodate the enlaiged number of students, 
which at present amounts to 520. 

The rules for their admission are as follows : — 

No applicant can be received as a student at Maynoodi 
College unless he be demgned for the priesthood in Ireland, be 
sixteen years of age, be recommended by his bishop, and un- 
less he be competent to pass a prescribed examination. 

The ordinary course of study requires for its completion 
five years, after which the student is deemed fit to be made a 
priest ; but these who, by their superior qualifications, have 
been selected for the Dunboyne establishment, continue their 
oourse for three additional years. Tlie studies principally 
consist of Greek and Latin classics, rhetoric, mathematics, 
French, English composition, the historical books of the 
Bible, logic, moral philosophy, natural history, ecclesiastical 
history, theol<^y, and the Hebrew and Irish languages. 

The Vice-President explained to me that within the terri- 
tory of the Collie, which comprises about eighty acres, there 
are three separate buildings, namely : — 

1. One containing 390 senior students, composed of a 
sort of barrack, forming three sides of a hollow square. (His 
front of this building is that with two wings, which I have 
already described.) 

% A new college just erected in rear of the old one hj the 
Parliamentary grant of 8 & 9 Vict c. 25, forming also three 
sides of a hollow square. * 

3. A large detadied building of two fronts, containing 130 
junior students, whom, on their arrival, it is deemed advisable 
to keep for three years by themselves. 

The Vice-President was good enough to propose to take 
me over these buildings in the order named. 
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SENIOR DXPARTMSNT. 

The first portion of this establishment which we entered 
was a ^ prayer haU,*' containing bendies with backs of deal 
Tarnished, capable of receiving all the students of the senior 
establishment At one end was a small platform digfatlj 
raised, for the reader. From it we entered ^' the refectory," 
a laige room 120 feet long, by 26 broad, and lighted by ten 
windows. At one end was a raised gallery, like the orehe»> 
tra of a country ball-room. Hie floor was composed of 
glazed tiles, on which were irregularly arranged deal tables 
and deal benches, sufficient for 390 students who dine here. 
In the centre of the room, near the wall, stands an elevated 
desk or pulpit, from which prayers are read very loudly to 
the students during the whole of their dinner-time. The 
Yice-President told me that the subjects read " consisted of a 
chapter from the Bible (the reader during the time standing 
up uncovered), the historical works of the Church of Eng- 
land, some Saint's life, and lastly, the Roman martyrology 
of the day in Latin." 

We next proceeded to the library,^ a low solid-looking 
room, 115 feet long, divided by short walls into a suite ci 
eleven recesses, on the right and left as one walks up il^ 
lettered successively frt>m A to K. 

In walking up the aisle or middle of the room, I observed 
in these several recesses, seated at a single table, more or less 
loaded with books, a young student in his black gown and 
black stock, edged witii white, intently reading, — ^mdeed, they 
were apparently so completely engrossed ¥rith their respective 
studies, that not above one or two of them even raised their 
eyes as we passed. 

On reaching the fireplace at the end of the room, I ob- 
served on it a statue of King Greoige IIL, the founder of the 
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institutioD ; and the oompartmento A, on either side of it, to 
my surprise I found oompletely filled with bibles of every 
deseription. ^ Well," said I to myself as I looked at them 
and then the royal statue, "here's certainly Churdi and 
State!" In this compartment there was standmg a young 
student, of about twenty-one years of age, who had appa- 
rmitly charge of it ; and as he saw that the Vice-President 
and I were conversing, and were evidently interested in the 
subject, he handed me down, with great alacrity, bibles of a 
variety of languages, English, French, Spanbh, Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic; then one huge polyglot volume of 
pi^ea divided into three compartments, in which was the 
Bible in the Syriac, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, German, Bohe- 
mian, Italian, Spanish, French, English, Danish, Polish lao- 
guages^ ^* And yet," said I to the Preadent, " you have no 
bible in Ir%9h /" I moreover observed in this compartment 
A, Caivinus in Epistolas ; Roberti Stephani, mdlvi. ; Beza in 
Evangelium ; Biblia Sacra Beza ; Biblia Hebraica Hennicotti 
(from the Clarendon Press, Oxford, date 1780). There were 
numerous commentaries on the Septuagint, commentators of 
att classes and creeds, Grotius and Calmet included. Among 
liie earliest editions I observed Bider's Family Bible, Hay- 
dock's Holy Bible, Douay Bible, King Henry VIII.'s BiUe, 
lastly^ a very old one in black letter, with Apocrypha and all 
complete, excepting the title-page, which was missing. 

On retracing my steps along the aisle or centre of this 
library, I observed, hanging on one of the low walls whidi 
fermed the recesses, a notice, of which the following ia a 
copy :— 

"Whoever takes a book out of this Librabt 
incurs excommunication 
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From the library we went to the ohapel, before the prin- 
cipal altar c^ which the Vice-President knelt with great devo- 
tion for about half a minute^ and then rising explained to me 
— what was perfectly evident — ^that there was soarcelj ao* 
commodation for the 990 students of the senior department. 

We next proceeded to the dormitories, and, ascending a 
stone staircase deeply worn by feet, we came in the upper 
stories to passages — ^in several instances they were 490 feet 
long, and 10 feet broad — ^in which we met a number of the 
students, who appeared to pass the Vice-President with most 
remarkable respect. The rooms, which were of difierent 
sizes, had from two to six curtainless iron bedsteads, on eaeh 
of whidi was a feather pillow and a hair or grass mattrew. 
The chambers were scantily fiirnished, and had few om»- 
ments, excepting occasionally a cheap holy picture or image 
on the wall. 

In the kitchen I found on one side two very large adjoin* 
ing fireplaces, before which were revolving, one above the 
other, a couple of exceedingly long spits, closely covered with 
joints of mutton. 

Between these two furnaces, at a short distance below the 
ceiling, was a niche cut out of the solid wall, as if to contain 
a large statue. Within it, in a white straw hat and blue 
smock frock, sat a sturdy, ruddy-faced, healthy man, turning 
with one hand a winch, which caused the spits beneath him 
to revolve : in fact, he was the turnspit of St. Patrick^s OoU 
lege of Maynooth ; and a more contented-looking literary- 
animal I have seldom beheld. 

The Vice>President told me that the consumption of the 
College averages a bullock and sixty sheep per week. 

Opposite the fireplaces were several very large caldrons 
for stews, vegetables, &o. The meals are as follows : — 

At nine in the morning the students have breakfast, com* 
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posed of bread and butter, with tea or cocoa. At three thej 
dine (excepting on Fridays and fast-days, wh^i they are 
restricted to e^s, puddings or pies, and potatoes) on meat, 
vegetables, bread, beer, and water. At eight in the evening 
they have a supper of bread and cocoa. 

On descending we came into the hollow square, sur- 
rounded on one side by the entrance front, and on the other 
side by the dormitories I have just described, which occupy 
on each side three stories of thirty-three windows eadi. The 
space hicluded by these buildings is an encircled green lawn, 
on which are growing very luxuriantly two dark yew-trees. 

As a group of students passed us I asked the Vice-Presi- 
dent whether they were ever allowed to go into the village? 
In reply, he told me that on Wednesdays they were per- 
mitted to take a walk under the guidance of the Dean ; that 
at Christmas and Easter they had a few days holiday, but re- 
main in the College; that in summer they have fiA:y-five 
days' vacation, during which they are supposed to be delivered 
over to their bishop or parish priest. I asked whether those 
who remained at Maynooth during the vacation (this summer 
they amounted to upwards of sixty) were allowed to go out ? 
** Oh, no," he replied ; " a student with us is always under the 
inspection of his superior." 

'^On the 3d of September," he added (I copied his words 
as he spoke them, and afterwards read ^hem to him to see 
that they were quite correct), '^ On the 3d of September com- 
mences a ' spiritual retreat.' During the whole of that inter- 
val all the Superiors, Professors, and Students observe per- 
feet silence, devoting themselves wholly to religious ex- 
ercises, and communing only with God. So solemn is the 
separation from each other and from thib world, that they 
are in the habit of taking leave of each other, by shaking 
hands and bidding farewell as if going on a long journey ; 
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and when it is over, in like maimer, they meet each other m 
if after a long absence, as though they had not seen eaoh 
other in the interim." 

THB HEW OOLLSOX. 

At a distance of about one hundred yards from the open 
end of the lawn on which I was standing with the Viee-Pres- 
ident, and which, as I have stated, was bounded on the other 
three sides by the residence of the Professors and barrack* 
looking dormitories of the Senior Department, there ap- 
peared immediately before us the chaste, simple, and appro- 
priate front of the New College, a plain, solid, handsome 
building of gray rubble limestone of the best description, 
with Grothic entrance-gate and windows of white chiselled 
limestone. 

From the builder, who fortunately happened to pass, and 
who for a few minutes joined us, I learned that the hei^t of 
the tall slated roof, which is surmounted by four crosses of 
different sizes, is 45 feet ; the height of the tower at each ex- 
tremity of the building, 61^ feet; to the central cross, 76 
feet ; height of cross, 4 feet ; length of front, 305 feet The 
whole building, which is just completed, but which remains to 
be fitted and furnished, has cost 30,000;., the total of the Par- 
liamentary grant. Like the Old College, it is composed of 
three sides of a hollow square, of which it is designed that 
the fourth shall form a chapel, with additional' dormitories 
and halls. The buOder told me that his estimate for this 
extra work was : — 

Cost of the building of a chapel and hall, £20,000 
Dormitories and halls adjoining it, . • 10,000 



Total, . • £80,000 

4* 
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For the above no Parliamentarj proYiaon has at present 
been made. 

The new college before us was, in front, three stories higb, 
of twenty-seven windows each, with an additional story in the 
tall slated roof. The arched central entrance-gate was of 
oak, with massive black hinges. The whole of the three 
wings, as they at present stand, comprise 215 rooms for stu- 
dents, a library, seven lecture-halls, a refectory, kitchen, and 
other accommodation ; but the fixtures and furniture of the 
whole have yet to be provided. 

. On passing with the Vice-President under the great arch- 
way, I found immediately on my right and left a very simple 
and handsome corridor, extending upwards of 1000 feet 
round the entire of the three sides of the building. From it, 
on the ground floor, were a series of low, Gothic-arched doors, 
each communicating with a lofty chimneyless room (for a 
single student), 20 feet in length by 16^ feet in breadth, 
lighted by a tall Gothic window resembling that of a chapel 

On ascending by a handsome stone staircase to the second 
story, I found, on each side of a long boarded passage 6 feet 
broad, a series of similar chimneyless rooms, about 14 feet high, 
13 feet long by 1 1 feet broad ; and on the third story a similar 
passage 230 feet long, with rooms on each side. In the attio 
chambers, one side of which slope with the roo^ the chimney- 
less rooms are 12 feet long by \0\ feet broad. In other 
respects the whole building is very insufficiently ventilated. 

It is an extraordinary and almost an unaccountable &c^ 
that in most civilized countries, and especially in England, 
little or no provision is made to ensure to a human habitaticm 
duiing cold or wet weather, when doors and windows must 
be closed, that succession of pure air whidi is necessary fbr 
the health, and indeed existence, of animal life. Dives^ with 
great ingenuity, provides himself with a good dining-room — 
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he never Ibrgeto tkaiy — ^laige attiog-rooins, and (q[Moiou8 bed* 
rooms. He takes care to have entrance^oors, and windows 
for the admission of light. He contrives a front staircase and 
a back one — and then by pipes of various sizes he conducts 
to every passage, and occasionally to every room, fire and 
water : beneath the whole are constructed subterranean cel- 
lars for wine and for coaU When all is completed, he invites 
his friends to partake of his hospitality, and now, when they 
are crowded in his spl^idid drawing-room, or formally seated 
on opposite sides of a dining-table groaning with the weight 
of hot meats, where, in the name of Sci^ice, I would ask him, 
are your arrangements for the admission of fresh air, and for 
the exit of foull 

The real truth is, in his magnificent project he forgot all 
about breathing, and, accordingly, he not only totally neg^ 
lected to provide for it, but he approved of a plan which, if 
it had been accurately carried into effiset, would have killed 
him — ^his powdered menials — and his guests. For how, I 
ask, during the feast are they to be provided with air1^> 
Why, not by the perfection, but literally by the tmperfeotiona 
of the builder. The ceiling is, we all know, hermetically 
sealed by plaster — ^the floor and walls are equally impervious.^ 
The portion of the foul air above the fashionable low chim.. 
ney, by its specific gravity, cannot descend to escape. How, 
therefore, is it that Dives and his '^ fat friends" manage to 
exist ? Why, by the admission of pure air which forces itself 
through numerous crevices around doors that were intended 
to shut close, and by the exit of foul air that in like manner 
forces itself between the little chinks of the sash-frames of 
windows that were fully intended to fit. In short. Dives had 
folly enough to plan suicide, without wit enough to know how 
to commit it I 

From the dormitories we proceeded to the new, pkin^ but 
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Boffideiitly oapaokHis diapel, contttbing, as the Vioe-Preside&fc 
inlbrmed me, four altars, ^ one to the Blessed Vii^in, one to 
St Patrick, and another to St. Joaef^.'' The name of die 
fourth he did not mention. 

In the refectory — a handsome, capacious dining-room— 
there is erected a pulpit for the delivery, during dinner-time, 
of the prayer I have described. The lecture-hails are spa- 
cious, and the kitchen admirably constructed and arranged. 

We now proceeded to the rear of the New College, where 
1 £>und a fine, large, park-like, flat plot of ground, bounded od 
the right by a broad gravel-walk, shaded on each side by 
trees. In it a number of the students, in their loose black 
gowns, were slowly strolling. Here the lofty rough-cast 
wall, which I had repeatedly looked at, that encircles the 
whole (^ the 80 acres of the College of Maynooth, appeared 
suddenly to dwindle into a low, stiff hedge, with rather a 
broad ditch on the other side ; and although I was in earnest 
conversation with the Vice-President at the moment we 
passed it, I own that the figure of my best horse suddenly 
flitted before my eyes as my tongue involuntarily mumbled — 

** * WeVe off 1 over bank, bush, and scaur ; 
lliey^ hard fieet steedB that follow/ quoth old Lodunvar.* 

The fence, however, I afterwards ascertained, only a^ia- 
rated the broad road from a large grass-field bounded by 
trees, on the other side of which the high, rough-cast, stone 
wall obdurately pursued its course. 

Pointing to a small spot within the wall, but at a con- 
siderable distance from us, the Vice-President said, " There is 
our cemetery ;" and, as that was undeniably the end of the 
subject, he proposed that we should now proceed to the 

JUNIOB DEPARTMENT. 

Aooordiagly, passing a small detadied, rough-ca^ illfi^ 
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mary for sick stade&ts <m our left, we retried our steps to 
the entranoe-lawa in front of the professors' quarters in the 
old buUding, and then, going through an open iron gate, we at 
once entered the precincts of the younger hianch of the estah- 
lishment, composed of a very pretty rectangular lawn, 130 
yards long hy about 60 broad, bounded on the left by a hand- 
some walk, shaded by fine old trees. 

At the further extremity of this lawu, and consequently 
right before us, was a plain, rough-cast building, three stories 
high, and with tw^ity windows in front, which, with a similar 
building at right angles of exactly the same size, formed the 
quarters 1 had come to visit; but as the reader would no 
^ubt be glad to be saved the trouble of accompanying me 
through them, I will merely state that the chapel, refectory, 
halls, and dormitories, were arranged as nearly as possible 
like those in the Senior Department, excepting that they were 
all on a smaller scale. 

After 1 had gone over the whole of the arrangements, I 
asked the Vice-President what was the reason of their having 
two establishments 1 In reply, he told me that in the educa- 
tion of the Catholic priesthood it was found necessary gradu- 
ally to bring their minds to their sacred calling, and that^ 
after being at the College for some time, it became their own 
Mrish to be separated from the society of new-comers ; that 
the latter were, therefore, strictly kept by themselves ; that 
the two sets were on no account ever allowed to hold any 
oommunication with each other, but that, after the period for 
their residence in the Junior establishment had expired, they 
were moved into the Senior Department, for which, by that 
time, their minds were folly prepared. 

We were retracing our steps along the lawn as the Vice- 
Presddent ^ve me this'e3q>lanation, and as several of the 
yooDg students were sauntering about it^ and as I had ob- 
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•erred that the iron gate which ■^wvated them fiom Ik 
senior branch was wide open, I said to htm, when we came to 
it, ""Do you never dose that gatel" ""Oh, no," he replied 
with great gentleness of manner, ^ our m^ is our gate." 

Afber passing it he told me that he had now shown me the 
whole of the establishment ; that he had devotioaal duties to 
perform which would prevent his remaining longer with me— 
(I had been with him upwards of three hours)— but that he 
and the other principals of the Coll^;e hoped that^ aa there 
was no train to Dublm till the evening, I would partake of 
their homely dinner at four o'dock. *' In the mean while," 
said he, ^ pray^ go into our library, or into any part of our 
buildings or grounds, as you may feel disposed :" and so- 
cordingly, telling him that I would avail myself of his veiy 
obliging invitation and permission, we separated. 

As soon as I was by myself I strolled first to the large 
lawn enclosed by the barrack-looking dormitories of the Se- 
nior Department, which I perceived were roug^^ast with lime 
and pebble-stones nearly as laige as a pigeon's egg, and I was 
standing on the grass looking at some students, whoi, in their 
black Coll^ie caps and loose flowing gowns, were stroUii^ 
about, when I heard an explosion, and, casting my eyes 
towards the direction from which it proceeded, I saw a black 
mass about the size of a 13-inch shell rise frbm behind the 
buildings, pass over their roo^ and, after going high intx> the 
air, &11 heavily on the grass. Two or three workmen hq)- 
pened to be near me, and as they also had watched the para- 
bolic course of the> lump, and as the eyes of almost every 
student had, I believe, been similarly engaged, I said to them, 
"* What's that 1" '' From the quarry I" they replied, as cooliy 
as if it were quite a common occurrence. 

After looking for some time at the several groups of afcii- 
dents belbre me,I walkedinto one of their large doRnitonea^ 
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and, resting on one of the window-^eats of a long boAided 
passage communicating with innumerable rooms, I heard in 
that immediately opposite to me the notes of an aooordeon 
plaintively and well played. I then s^ke to several of the 
students as they passed, and endeavoured to enter into con- 
versation with them, but they were certainly m(Mre serious 
and taciturn than I expected; indeed, more so than I had 
thought it possible for young persons of their age to be. 

In return, two or three times they put to me a question 
which [ also felt slightly embarrassed to answer, for almost 
invariably, when I observed to them that I had been over the 
whole of their establishment, they briefly and quickly re- 
plied, ^* And how do you like it ?" Generally speaking, they 
appeared to be in the enjoyment of perfect health ; many 
were exceedingly muscular, sturdy, and robust ; almost all 
had clear, ruddy complexions, and yet in the countenances of 
every one 1 happen^ to speak to were to be seen very fidntly 
impressed the unmistakeable lines which, in every country I 
have ever visited, more or less characterize the lineaments of 
the Catholic priest In fact, it was quite evident to me that 
the system they were pursuing was successfully producing the 
mental effects for which it has especially been devised. 

As I was ruminating on a bench, I observed at my side a 
small black-covered book, which a student had apparently 
left there. A portion of it appeared to have been much 
thumbed, and, the leaves opening of their own aooord at that 
particular spot, I read as follows : — 



^'Ohl Holy Trioity,one Oocl,haye 

mercy upon U8k 
Holy Maiy. 
Holy Mother of GkxL 
Hcdy Virgin of VirgiiML 
IMkerof OhriBt 



Mother of Dime Gfsoe. 
Most Pure Mother. 
Most Chaste Mother. 
Most Undefiled Mother. 
Most Amiable Mother. 
MgrtAdmamhlslioatar. 
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Motiwr of oar Craatar. 
MoOmt of oar Bedeemer. 

Host Prudent Viigin. 

Most YeDerable Viigia 

Most Renowned Viigia 

Most P6werli]l andMortMerailul 

Yirgm. 
Most Faithful Ws^ 
Mirror of Justice. 
Seal of Wisdom. 
Cause of our Joy. 
Spiritual YeeseL 
Honourable YesseL 
Yessel of Singular DeTotion. 
Mystical Rose. 
Tower of Dayid. 
Tower of Ivory. 
Tower of Gold. 



AikoftheOoreoant 

Gate of Heaven. 

Momiog Star. 

Health of the Weak. 

Refuge of Sinuers. 

Oomfort of the Afflicted. 

Help of Christians. 

Queen of Angels. 

Queen of PatriarcfasL 

Queen of Prophets. 

Queen of Apostles. 

Queen of Martyrs. 

Queen of Confessoss. 

Queen of Yirgins. 

Queen of All Saints. 

O Lamb of God, who take* 

away the sins of the worid. 

Spare us, O Lord." 



The little volume containing the above prayer was entitled 
"The Kbt to Heavbn." 

From the Old I strolled into the New College, whidi, al- 
though finished, was completely empty. For some time as 
I paced along its lengthy corridor, nothing was to be beard 
but the faint, worthless reverberation of my own footsteps 
I then entered one of the chimneyless rooms on the lower 
floor, and, closing the door, I could not help saying to inysd( 
" Well, here I am at last, a student of Maynoothr' and after 
thinking my new profession over for some time, and look- 
ing first at my lofty walls and then at the large, tall dapel- 
window above me, for it was so high from the floor tbat I 
could scarcely look out of it, my mind gradually came to tliB 
conclusion that the fine new system — ^by whomsoever it may 
have been devised — of giving to each student a separate cell, 
instead of crowding, as in the old building, from 2 to 8 in > 
room, will materially increase the monastio severity of titt 
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education to which they have hitherto been tnbjeoted ; indeed, 
to deprive them of their room-comrades will, I submit, prove 
to be the bitterest drop in that cup of eccle«a8tical medicine, 
which, it is said, will cure them of— or rather kill — attachment 
to the things of this world. 

From my cell I wandered into the large green park in 
rear of the new .buildings, and, as 1 had only seen the College 
cemetery from a distance, I proceeded across the grass to that 
spot. 

On entering it, I was mudi surprised to find a very small 
space of ground, surrounded by an ordinary hedge, and choke 
full of long rank grass and thistles. There was no cross of 
any sort or kind; indeed, all that marked it to be a burying- 
ground were four flat stones, each resting on four plain pedes- 
tals about three feet high. One of these stones was surround- 
ed by iron rails. All were to the memory of great Dons of 
this College, whose distinctions were detailed at unusual length 
in Latin. To the graves of the students — three or four only 
of which could I manage to find out with my feet, so com- 
pletely were they covered with weeds — there was neither epi- 
taph, stone, cross, or any memorial whatever ; indeed, when 
I reflected on the apparent omission, I could not but admits 
that of the history of a poor student at Maynooth, who has 
not lived to be a priest, but little more could be written 
than — ^ Hkrb libs an Ecclesiastical Flower that hevxr 

BLOOMED." 

As I stood absorbed in melancholy reflections of this na- 
ture, I was aroused from my revery by the scream o^ as it 
were, a being flrom another world, a steam-engine, which, 
with a light train behind it, suddenly flew by within ten yards 
of the lofty rougboast wall that environed me. The little 
legacy of white steam which it lefl behind hanging in the blue 
air that rapidly devoured it^ forcibly reminded me of a vane- 
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ty of worldlj Allurementa that, under the influenee of the 
genius lod, I had at least for some hours entirelj forgotten. 

After admiring for some moments the tail, handsome sbr 
ted roof of the Nev College, I returned to liie old one, ivhidi 
I found completely empty of students. They were at dinuer^ 
and on pawing the refectory, the windows of which were all 
wide open, I most distinctly heaid, amidst a very &int rat- 
tling of knives and forks, ^ec, the loud sonorous voice of the 
priest who, during their repast, was reading to them with 
^^eat emphasis and enei^. This unusual combination of sounds 
however very soon suddenly ceased, and on the door opoi- 
ing a number of the students issued from it and passed dose 
to me. None of them appeared at all flushed, and I am 
therefore of opinion that their repast, whatever it may have 
been composed o^ had been partaken of by them with great 
moderation. 

They now either assembled in little groups and stoodtalk- 
ing, and occasionally laughing to each other, or sat down 
quietly on some of the many benches which, probably to 
encourage meditation, were scattered about the grounds. 
Hanging from one of the windows of their dormitories I ob- 
served a yellow cage containing a starling. 

As it was now on the point of four o'clock I returned to 
the Professors' Department, and, obtaining there the little I 
wanted for the arrangement of my toilette after so long a 
stroll, I entered the small reception-room, where, by the 
Yiee-Presidenty I was introduced successively to his colleagues 
— ^the Principals of the College. I need hardly say that in 
appearance and in reality they were exceedingly cIever.look> 
ing men, and the usual preliminary formalities of society were 
scarcely aver, when the door of the dining-room was thrown 
open, and we all took our seats at an oblong table, at the 
head of which was, of course, the Vice-President. Our din- 
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ner wasexscdy what it had b«eo described to me, plain, dm* 
pie, and homely. ' It oonsisted of a large joint of mutton, a 
great dish-full of fowls, ham, and vegetables of various sorts. 
We had then one immense fruit pie, with cheese, butter, and 
a slight desert. The wine oonsisted of super-exoellent port 
and sherry ; and as soon as the doth was removed, a large 
jug of hot water, a couple of small decanters .of whiskey, a 
bowl of white sugar, and a tray of tumblers, each containing 
a little ladle, were successively placed on the table. 

The Vice-President drank nothing but water, and also 
opposite to me sat a Dean, who told me that for many years 
he had only enjoyed the same beverage. 

For a short time we continued a convresation which I 
believe I may confess I once or twice happened to bring very 
nearly to the hostile confines of a general laugh. Its charac- 
ter was, however, generally speaking, consistent with the 
locality, grave, sober, and intelligent. In about twenty 
minutes we all arose, and, as I had then an opportunity of 
conversing again with the Vice-President, I asked him to be 
so good as to finish the information he had given me by 
telling me the way in which the students spent the day. Ho 
replied as follows : — 

^' They rise ordinarily at mx. (In May and June at five.) 

From 
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Vrom % to S*40 Dionor. 
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« 6 « 6-46 Study. 
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« 7 * 8 Study. 
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. " • ** H ITigfat Pmyer. 
Lights extiDgubhed at 10." 

I then observed to him that I was glad I had visited oom- 
partment A of the Library, as people in England were 
usually of opinion that Roman Catholics did not read the 
Bible. 

He replied in the following words, which I read to him 
from my note-book to ascertain — as I told him — ^that I had 
correctly copied them from his mouth. 

*< It Ib a rule of our Establishment,** said he, ** that every young aua 
at entrance ^ould be prorided with a copy of the BiUe, for hk own indh 
fidual uie ; and so solicitoos are we for the observance of this nde, that 
oar Proountar purchases a number of BiUes, one of which is haaiflfid lij 
him to each student^ immediately after his accession, if he has not alreai^ 
a Bible in his possession.** 

** But,'' said I, ^ do you not alter or suppress some portioDB 
of the Bible r 

'' On the contrary," he replied, *' we admit more bocto of 
Scripture than most Protestants." 

« And," said I to myself, " if the Procurator of the Col- 
lege of Maynooth actually purchases a Bible, and handk it to 
every candidate for the Roman Catholic priesthood; and 
moreover, if Catholics admit more books of Scripture tban 
most Protestants; what possible excuse can the Goniaus- 
sioners of Public Instruction in Dublin olSer to God, or man, 
for virtually excluding the said Bible, throughout CSmstian 



COLLmS OF MA YSOOTff, Ml 

Ireland, from the education of the Catholio and Protestant 
youth of both sexes 1" 

I then stated that, as I had trulj told him on mj arrival, 
it was not for theolc^cal information I had come to visit his 
ooUege. ^'But,'' said I, ^ as I feel a great interest in the wel- 
Hire of Ireland, may I ask you what is the real cause of the 
schism which so unfortunately exists between the Roman 
Catholic priesthood and the Protestants, or, in other words, 
what is it that the Roman Catholic priesthood desire T 

He replied, "As you ask me plainly, I will tell you 
frankly." After, however, he had done so, and after I had, 
as he pronounced his sentences, written the^i in my book, he 
added, " On reflection I should not desire to make public my 
opinions on a political subject with which it is not my prov- 
ince to interfere;" and accordingly I instantly drew my 
pencil through the lines I had written, which of course I shall 
never feel myself at liberty to repeat. 

Having now obtained as much information of the College 
of Maynootfa as, for the general objeot I had in view, I desired, 
I took leave of the Vice-President, to whose polite attentions 
I have so mach reason to be indebted ; and as the time for 
the departure of the train had not quite arrived, I determined 
to loiter about the village. 

On passing out of the iron gates of the College I heard a 
shrill, sudden exclamation, and instantly saw, by- a regular 
Irish grin on the faces of four or five bystanders,- tiiat I was in 
the immediate region of a joke, occasioned by one of the la- 
bourers of the College, who it appears had often in vain 
warned old women not to sit in the ditch beneath,' having just 
dropped between the collegiate wall and an aged culprit a 
very small paper of gunpowder, which had that very instant 
exploded. The poor old creature, whose face was yellow 
from fright, and who apparently had not the most distant 



ides of what luid beftUen her, had one flhrivdled hand on ha 
heart, whOe with the other she supported her chin as she tio- 
lentlj panted, and yet, the more she panted, the wider did 
every one around her grin. 

The village before me, from its breadth of street and 
from the light ooloor i^f the low houses that oomposed* it, had 
ratlier a picturesque and pleasing appearance. On analyzing 
it, however, I was really astonished to find human beings liv- 
ing in dirt which might be so easily removed. Several of 
the habitations, although the walls were substantially built of 
stone, were mere cabins, of such dark interior that I did not 
feel much disposed to enter them. Into the door of one I saw 
a wrinkled old woman, with a long stick m her hand, drive an 
enormous large &t sow, who with one slight twist in her tail 
waddled with as much calm dignity into the mansion as if 
she herself had built it. 

At some distance from the sow, in the middle c^ the 
street, I observed a small crowd, and, on reaching it, instantlj 
perceived that I was again in the immediate presence of some 
very good joke. 

A short, half-fed man, hatless, and in rags and tatters, was, 
with extraordinary gravity, telling stories, every other line 
of which appeared to convulse the faces of his liearers : in- 
deed, such a grinning circle of odd &ces could, I believe, 
hardly be met with out of Ireland. 

The portion of the story I happened to listen to was de- 
livered, with a strong comic brogue, as follows : — 

<* Last night tax. weeks ago I receiyed a letter of an auld hag's deatk 
I Ve been so overjoyed by the sad news that I took a sma* fit of ran- 
ning with my two shin-bones in my porcket^ and my head under my 
arum, til I ran at the rate of 16 miles an hour. I met with Jack Jerri^ 
an anld hackney oouehman, driving fifteen fiying jaekaases under aa 
empty stame-ooach that was loaded with two roasted miU-stoBea and a 
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74 DUA-o'-war TMtel with 18 artillery graony-deerB and 18 big-book mag* 
pies. Tbey were dnnkiog tay until they were ready to bust wi* the hun- 
ger. I asked Jack Jervis had he any account o' the shower of auld hags 
that fell not long ago ? He tould me divil the account he had o' them, 
but John Manx had all kind of 'count about um, and that he liyes on one 
aide of the Three Flying Jackasses up and down the street where a mad 
dog bit a hatchet and pigs rastling fior stirabout I nircr stopped till I 
crashed into a sma' village twice the sice of Dublin, when I met an 
auld man rouling away wi* a stack of chtmacys on his back. He didn't 
go Tory far until he had taken a homHx>Iic in his big toe, and a tooth- 
ache in •his shin-boune, and a head-ache in the back of his bellie. I 
hired an impty stame-ooadi to take hum to apothicary's shop^ where I 
called for a physic for hum, when I got 16 quarts of bees basted, 19 
poonds of frog's batter, and 21 gallons of Kiiogne's kidneya Well! I 
had um all biled in an auld iron lealher pot» and conveyded hum to 
a lock-up 'orspital, where he had been thirteen days and nights coughing; 
and after that he was safely deliyur'd of an auld blacksmith's anyil, 
42 pounds" 

At this point of the fltorj, which appeared to be endless, I 
left the group, and indeed, had onlj just time to walk to the 
station, when the train came up, and from the college and yQ- 
lage of Majnooth carried me safely back to Dublin. 
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DUBLIN POLICE. 

A S I was anxious, during my short visit, to observe, as aoco- 
^ rately as I could, the Irish character in the various phases 
in which it is to be seen, I obtained permission to inspect the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police Force, composed of 103 sergeants, 
12 detectives, 954 constables, and 20 supernumeraries, making 
a total of 1099, whose weekly pay is as follows ; — 

S€fgeaDt8 and deteekivei, 21 

OoDBtaUes, First claMV . . . • . 16 9 

" Second daa^ 16 

** Third clasB^ 11 6 

SupemumerBries, . Y 

A candidate for admission must be under 26 years <^age, 
must be able to read and write, and, moreover, must be in 
height 5 feet 9 inches, without his shoes. 

The whole force average in height 5 feet 11 indies^ and 
they are thus in reality, as they are in appearance, an army 
of grenadiers, of which the B division, composed of 190, are 
all 6 feet and upwards. Among the constables there is only 
one old soldier and one lawyer. There is scarcely a Dub- 
lin man among them, the Commissioners preferring to enlist 
country people fh>m all parts of IreUnd, without making any 
inquury as to their religion. 
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The conditions upon which they are enlisted are, that they 
shall not belong to any secret or political society, and that 
they shall abstain from the expression of any political or re- 
ligious opinion in any manner calculated to gire offence. To 
these simple, sensible regulations they at once cheerfully and 
rigidly conform ; and thus, while the whole of Ireland is con^ 
Yulsed with religious animosities, which generations of British 
statesmen have declared, and still declare, to be implacable, 
the Dublin Metropolitan Police, composed of Catholics and 
Protestants, picked up from all parts of Ireland, not only among 
themsdves live in perfect amity, but at a moment's notice, at 
the sound of a .rattle or of a whistle, fraternally join together 
to collar, handcuff, and, if absolutely necessary, to fell sense- 
less to the ground, any person or persons who, from religiousi 
political, or any other alleged motives, shall presume to dis- 
turb the public peace. 

In this sacred duty, and in attaining this noble triumph, no 
less than seventy of them, during the last twelve months, 
were grievously and severely wounded; and yet, is it not 
strange that, while the Dublin Police Force so clearly sees 
that by amity and silent unanimity they can beneficently pre- 
serve the peace of their metropolis, ^ another place" ever has 
been, and is, an arena in which the pronunciation of the very 
name of Ireland produces acerbity and contention 1 In &ct, 
there can exist no doubt whatever that if, on the one hand, 
the members of '* the House'' alluded to were to be made 
constables of the Dublui Police, they would, by endless 
speeches, create infinitely more disturbance than they would 
allay, and that, on the other hand, if lieut-Colonel Geoige 
Brown, and his Catholic and Protestant constables, were, for 
a single session, to be granted an opportunity of legislating 
from St. Stephen's for Ireland, they would, with perfect una- 
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nimity, bj silent firmness, laoonioally impart peace, bappmesa, 
and prosperity to tiie land. 

There are sixteen station-houses in Dublin, with a dock in 
eadi, by the assistance of which, at the same instant, axte^ 
relied are thrown out over a sur&ce of forty-four square 
miles. Hie whole is governed by two Commissioners, one 
civil, the other military, whose office is in the Castle. 

In the police store, within its precincts, I found a number 
of trophies that had been obtained by the force. Among 
them was the tricolour flag given by certain Paris ladies of 
easy political virtue to Mr. Meagher, and captured in the sum^ 
mer of 1848 ; a black flag, with the harp of Ireland in white ; 
another black flag, tastefully ornamented with the words 
^Famine and PestUenoe;" pikes of various sorts, for <»itting 
bridles, maiming horses, spitting Protestants, &c., &^c. ; lastly, 
a human skull, which, during the State trials in 1848, had 
been hung on the knocker of Mr. Kemis, the Crown Solicitor, 
as a reminder. 

I also observed a lot of very effident extra weapons, in 
case the police truncheons should prove insuffident, consisting 
(^swords, ship cutlasses with iron handles, and lastly, as the 
strongest dose in the Dublin police pharmacopoeia, short 
detonating muskets with brown barrels. 

In liie clothing store I found piled in masses great-ooats, 
coats, trowsers, and oil-skin capes, with a quantity of mat- 
tresses, stuffed with cocoa-nut fibre. 

From the Casde, the residence of Vice-Royalty, Colonel 
Brown was good enough to accompany me to the ^Old 
Bishop's Palace," now the principal establishment of the Po- 
lice, consisting of a plot of ground and buildings surroonded 
by a high walL 

In one stable, as dean, and, I may add, as smart as it Loo> 
don livery stable, I found twenty ospital, well-bred horses, 



InlongiDg to (he mounted foroe, eToy nun of wUdi k -well 
trained to the use of the bright arms he weszs. 

The sets <3^ hanwas bdonging to ibar large vans in whioh, 
aa in London, prisoners are oonreyed to the Poliee CourtSi 
and from tlienoe to the jails, were as highly polished and boiw 
nished as if they had belonged to a gentleman's carnage. 

On entering the largest of the buildbgs I fonad a sdiool 
£>r recmits, in which they improve their writing, and also 
learn by heart a " CSatechism,'^ in which is very ciearly ex» 
pounded to them that the duty they owe to their nei^bour is 
to oonduot him quietly to the nearest station whenever he is 
diaorderiy— carry him there when he happens to be unable to 
stand — ^foroe him there whenever he resbts — and handcuff 
him whenever he is ^diat is professionally termed ^ vicdent." 

From the school I proceeded to a room where I found 
twenty fine, good-lookii^, powerfbl country lads, with lavgOi 
white teeth and dean, ruddy fiiees, seated with a dinner betfsre 
them, and with heaps of potatoes which certainly appeared 
to me altogether enough to dioke them. But they were 
not only learning to eat a good meai, but how to eat it an 
olean clothes, with a dean knife and ^irk, off a dean table* 
cloth ; in short, with a probationary pay of a shilling a day, 
they were undergoing die agreeidie process of being mtro- 
dnced to a new system of life, in whidi they were not only 
to display good behaviour, but, like Falstaff 's wit^ to be the 
cause of good behaviour in others. 

Here, agun, the members of the two religions were inter- 
mingled in most happy communion, and, as one large, mealy 
potato after another disappeared, it was utterly impossible 
for the keenest observer even to guess whether they had been 
devoured before his eyes by a Protestant or by a Oathdio ; 
indeed, so easily are these reoruite made to harc^omie to^ 
gether on this point, that on Friday they, as wnilaa the wholi 
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of Ae Police ibroe, often oomfortablj dine togedier on fish ; 
in short, the prejudices which great statesmen fancy to be in- 
superable, they readilj annihilate b j mastication. 

The bed rooms were lofty, airj, with floors as clean as wo- 
men's hands could make them : in fitct, it is by the hands of 
old women, hired by the force, that they are cleaned. After 
going through several, we came to those in which a hundred 
men who had been on night-duty were lying, with nearly 
dosed shutters, fast asleep. 

On opening these doors and standing for a few seconds at 
the threshold, I beheld before me, in twilight, under bed- 
dothes, a series of large lumps of m^ all apparently more 
or less exhausted by fatigue. Here and there a very great 
eye would open — stare a little — gradually become fishy — and 
then close. Occasionally a pair would unequally open, until 
the owner of one set, as if half aghast, actually raised his 
huge head from his pillow. Not wishing to disturb the poor 
fellow, I instantly slowly retired backwards, leaving him. to 
recite to his comrades in the morning, that he had dreamt he 
had distinctly seen '^ the Coloner' gazing at him, accompanied 
by an inquisitive stranger, who appeared to be taking his 
picture. 

In a very neat small room I visited a first class sergeant, 
'who, besides possessing a wife and daughter oC very pleasing 
appearance, has a couple of hundred pounds in the savings- 
bank. On his table I observed a large bible, and as the good 
book, I felt sure, had had somewhat to do with the sum that 
had been saved, I ascertained on inquiry that the Protestant 
members of the Dublin Police have in savings-banks no less 
a sum than 20,000/. 

As in the Constabulary, no married man is admitted into 
the corps ; nor is any member of it afterwards allowed to 
marry unless he is the possessor of 40/ ; the first thing, there- 
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fore, that Cupid has to teach a Dublin polioeman is to put by 
a sixpenoe, — ^to repeat the operation sixteen hundred timesi 
and then apply for his license. 

To the force is attached a fire brigade, with a magnificent 
engine, under the especial directioa of an acting sergeant^ 
fourteen firemen, (from the mounted police,) and twenty of 
the recruits who work the pumps. 

At one of the police-stations, in Chancery-lane, a narrow, 
crooked, old-fashioned street, in olden times the official resi^ 
dence of the Attorney and Solicitor Generals, and other crown 
lawyers, I visited the lock-up houses, in whidi I found only 
one tenant, a respectably dressed man, well known to CoL 
Brown, who had unfortunately happened to become so intoxi- 
cated that he could with difficulty articulate an explanation, 
which, as it slowly came out of his mouth, was apparently 
thicker than his whole body. Adjoining him in a comer of 
the yard reposed a hand-stretcher, with a canvass bottom, fot 
the purpose of bringing to the station any one who-r-without 
metaphor — ^might be found in the streets dead-drunk. 

I learned, on inquiry, that drunken men assist not alittie in 
removing from the police any hostile feelings among each other 
on the score of religion ; for' as in their madness these delin- 
quents attack Catholics and Protestants with equal violence, 
the parties assailed are absolutely forced to join together for^ 
mutual sel^efence, and thus vicious habits and brutal conduct 
are productive, imder Providence, of beneficial results. 

As I had now gone through all the district and barrack 
details, I had only to witness the force, or rather a large por- 
tion of it, that had been drawn up for inspection in that large 
hollow quadrangle in tne interior of the Castle, in the centre 
of which there stands, guarded by a sentinel always pacing 
up and down 'beside it, the British flag, affixed not to a lofty, 
but to an ordinary hand-sta£ 
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This powerM bod j of tall men, who appear to be con- 
aiderably atouler than the alight active members of the oodt 
stabulary, were dressed as nearly as possible like their 
brothers in London ; that is to say, they had l^a<& hats, ooy- 
ered at top with black pat^it leather — ^whalebone side-guards 
eoyered with the same ; blue coats with silver biiitt(»is, hard 
black stocks, blue trowsers, black leather waist-belt^ wlute 
gloves, and boots. The only triffia^ difference, as I could ob- 
serve, was, that the figures and letters distingaishiiig the diYi- 
sion and number of each poUoemaa are in Dubim in alver, 
instead of, as in London^ in white cotton. 

In appeaarance they are etean, and well set up ; and as 
dMy marched and countermarched about the sqiuure of oU- 
fitthkxned bmldings that environed us, their heavy tread 
unefuivooally eiplained their momentttm or phyacal foroe. 
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MY TOUR. 

nSST DAT. 

DUKING the few days I was in Dublin, I peroeiTed that it \ 
not only agreed upon by every body I had the happmess 
to converse with, that I ought to make a tour in Ireland, but 
every bo^y was obliging enough to tell me ezaetly where I 
ought to proceed. ^ You must go to Cork^ said one ; ^ BtU 
fait is the place that toc dioold visit," said another. All 
said, "• Of course youll go to Klllabnkt !" After gratefully 
thanking every body for their kind endeavours to steer a comr 
passless snd rudderless bark into its proper harbour, I asked 
— as it were quite incidentally — ^in what part of Ireland was 
to be seen the greatest amount oi poverty and misery ; and 
as almost every body, in reply, named the counties of Mayo 
and Galway, in the secret chamber of my mind I quietly 
determined that, without saying a word to any one, I would 
make my tour in that direction. Every body was so obliging, 
that I believe that I could have obtained a sackful of letters 
of introduction, and, Ulce a postman, could have spent the 
whole of my time in delivering them. On reflection, how- 
ever, I considered that, instead of going to strange people, 
who would often encumber me with help, the best mode of 
summarily obtaining the simple information I desired, would 
be to get an order to the constabulary, who, throughout 
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Ireland) are ubiquitous. I conceived that this highly intel- 
ligent body of men would of course be intimately acquunted, 
not only with their respective localities, but with the persons 
within them best competent to instruct me. Lastly, it was 
evident that an order addressed to the constabulary would 
also, on production, be a pass into any jaQs or workhouses I 
might desire to visit. . 

Accordingly, the evening before my departure, without 
mentioning my route, I obtained what proved to be of in- 
estimable assistance to me — namely, a general firman, fiom 
the chief constabulary office in Dublin, directing the force to 
afford me '' all possible information and assistance.** 

With this in my pocket, and with a small carpet-bag by 
my side, I drove early next morning to the ji^Uway station, 
and, after paying for my ticket, took possession of a first^ass 
coup6, which I knew I should have entirely to myself. 

For nearly, an hour, in beautiful sunshine, I fiew across a 
verdant country, nearly as flat as Hounslow, intersected by 
low hedges into small fields, in which were standing large 
cocks of hay, com in sheaves, and here and there pof^ies, 
thistles, with yellow, white, and red weeds, which, as true 
children of Nature, appeared to be enjoying themselves wher- 
ever they could steal an opportunity. In tiie picture, whidi 
now became more undulating, I observed a few small woods, 
some stone walls, and, scantily dotted about, a few low stone 
cottages thatched — some dilapidated, others milk-white. 

The country seemed to be troubled neither with towns nor 
dties. The railway fence was ofben nothing but a slight ditch 
bounded by a couple of stout wires running through slight 
posts, about two feet high. 

The coupe was so large and so high, that with Uie greatest 
ease I could pace from one side to another with my hat on ; 
and then, resuming my seat, it was really quite delightful to 



^^ 
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find oneself in a quiet study with large plate-glass Tnndowa, 
contemplating, not little bits of painted canvass, but Ireland 
itself, passing in review, with growing crops, living cows, 
sheep, goats, and horses grazing, swine rooting, an Irish lamb 
gambolling, and in its immediate neighbourhood, lying on the 
green bank, an Irish child, the loveliest ornament of the soil 
on which it slept. Suddenly, fr<9m the most beautiful verdure, 
we passed through a large, dark level, looking as if it had been 
convulsed by an earthquake that had just rudely thrown up a 
substratum to the surface. Among it, here and there, were 
to be seen women and a few men, staking peat into tumuli of 
various picturesque shapes. The barren bog, however, sud- 
denly changed into heather in bloom, in which occasionally 
appeared heaps of peat ; and thus for some time flowers and 
fuel were to be seen in juxtaposition, in a beautiful variety of 
different proportions. 

In about forty miles the fences of the country changed into 
banks protected by single or double ditches. The railway 
on which I travelled appeared to have been admirably exe- 
cuted. On one of its sides, indolently hanging in the air, 
were two wires, ready for electrical communication on any 
subject. 

On stopping for a few minutes to allow our hot engine to 
drink, I observed, ranged along and resting upon the coping 
of a railway bridge, scarcely twenty yards from us, a series 
of Irish £ices, of various ages and of both sexes, which would 
have formed an amusing as well as interesting study for any 
artist. 

At fifty miles from Dublin we came to Mullingar, the 
centre and the principal town of the county of Westmeath. 
It appeared to contain a substantial jail surrounded by high 
walls, a court-house, extensive barracks, a handsome Roman 
Catholic chapel on an elevated site, a nunnery, a union w(»rk- 

6* 
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house, and & Tnriety ^ other dyflized comforts aiid liixiirie& 
About two miles to the south lies Loug^ Emiell, a ahinBig 
patdi of water between iovx and five miles long, and about 
one and a half broad. 

The station was exceedingly dean ; and when we 1^ it, 
and an erect^ intelligent, well-dressed ' station-man, -who at 
about half a mile from it, in a well-appointed uni^rm, ap- 
peared standing on the green bank, motionless as a statue, I 
could not help feeling that his outstretched arm not (miIj 
showed tis the way we were to go, but, morally speakii^, dem. 
<»strated most indisputably the &oility with whic^ a rail- 
way, wherever it goes, establishes habits of order, discipline, 
and cleanliness, which hare be^ declared to be impossible to 
luculeate. 

After flying across a capital stone-wall-hunting eountry, in 
which I observed at work a number of very well-dressed m^ 
in dean shirts, (it was Monday,) hetdthy diildren, bxA women I 
whose bare red legs appeared for some reason or other to 
have a propensity to whiten in proportion to their distance 
from the earth, and a quantity of black cattle, I began to ex- 
amine the little chamber in which I was receiving so mudi 
placid enjoyment. 

My attention to it was first attracted by an uanso^look- 
ing object immediately bdbre me, which proved to be a l^ue 
cloth covered table, suspended at a convenient level by a pair 
of small hinges, which ambled me, with the assistanoe of a 
«maU contrivance beneath, to raise and fix it 

, I next discovered a sliding-door, by which the coupe ooold 
be divided into two chambers ; and on continuing my aeardi, 
I observed several trifling indications of another hidden luxury, 
which, on unbuttoning a hasp, proved, to my great astonisli- 
zneiftt, to be two comfortable double beds and hair mattresses^ 
^ ^y^ ^o ecHiples, dosing the intennjadiata do<Mr, migbt 
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separately sleep as oomfortably and as iimooently as if they 
^ere at home« 

At seventy-eight miles from Dublia the tram stopped at a 
large gray town, divided apparently into about equal halves 
by the Shannon, which was rushing through it with consider- 
able violence. It was Athlone, the most important town be- 
tween Dublin and Galway ; indeed, not only is it about half 
^ay between the Irish Channel and the Atlantic, but as nearly 
as possible in the very centre of Ireland, the river forming 
the boundaries of the counties of Westmeath and Roscommon, 
and, of course, of Leinster and Connaught ; moreover, by the 
subdivision of the water, one-half of the town is in the one 
county, and the opposite one in the other. 

At this central point I had determined to leave the train ; 
and accordingly, descending from my coupe, I found myself 
in one moment in the centre of a great crowd of clean, well- 
dressed people, some, lil^e myself^ just arrived, others just de- 
parting. There were also a considerable number of spec- 
tators ; among whom, worming their way with trunks, bags, 
boxes, and bandboxes, on their shoulders, in their arms, and 
pendent in their hands, were to be seen several men, dressed 
in blue, with yellow worsted lace— railway porters — employed 
in transporting luggage either to or from the train. Calmly 
observing this grand scene of only apparent confusion stood 
the station-master, distinguished by a blue embroidered collar. 

I would fain have stopped a moment to have admired the 
beautiful bridge and c^tle of Athlone, but I was in a stream 
of human beings, and had only to follow it ; no sooner, how- 
ever, was I outside the station-gate than my carpet-bag was a 
signal for boys to assail me in all directions. Philosophically 
speaking, I could only give it to one ; and having done so, I 
expected I should have been deserted by the rest, but three 
or four hon^^st-looking lads kept followisi^ me as if they con- 
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sidered I was about to produce another carpet-bag. ^ Win 
you pick the mam's pockut?" exclaimed one of them, by 
way of reproof to his comrade, who appeared irom his pro- 
pinquity to be the successful candidate. 

At a short distance I found a public car with three horses, 
that had been waiting for the train, and was about to start for 
Tuam ; accordingly, depositing my bag on it, I told the driver 
I would walk on. After proceeding about one hundred yards, 
on coming to a turning 1 said to an old woman as I passed 
her, " Is this the road to Tuam V " Oh, yus !" she replied ; 
adding, with an arch smile, ^' it wull be, when youVe thertP' 

When the car overtook me, there were seated on each side 
of it two or three well-dressed people, one of whom with his 
right hand made a slight beckoning sign to me. I, however, 
scrambled up to the driver, and although there was scarcely 
room for us both, and although the iron rail pressed very 
' hard against my left thigh, I consoled myself with the reflec- 
tion that I was probably the only person travelling through 
Ireland who was not taking a one-sided view of the country, 
and of the manners, social, moral, religious, and political, of 
its inhabitants. Whoever could have invented the art not 
only of journeying and of thinking elbow foremost, but of 
sitting for hours together back to back with fellow-creatures 
with whom it may be desirable to converse, I am totally un- 
able to conceive. The fellow, whoever it was, grievously an- 
noyed me the whole of the short time I was in Ireland. Hit 
invention was to my eyes what the sound of settmg a saw is 
to my ears. 

My Siamese companion — ^fbr we were literally one flesh — 
was a strong, healthy, bony (of that I am quite sure) man of 
about fifty-five years of age, with an intelligent, pleasing, and 
yet very serious countenance. We had scarcely proceeded 
two hundred yards when a fine, rosy-£M!ed boy with naked feet 
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CBme running towards us to beg of me. My friend — ^for such 
he had dubbed himself the instant I sat beside him — made a 
furious pretended attempt to strike the suppliant across the 
face with his whip, but the little fellow, without nusing a 
hand, and with a confidence that would have disarmed any 
body, beautifully smiled at htm, although he was quite within 
reach of the lash. 

After talking with my companion about the state of the 
crops and the state of the country, I observed it was a great 
pity that there should exist in Ireland so much unkindness of 
feeling on account of religion. ^'That^s all!" he relied, 
"" it's jist difference in religion that's ruining us all. A mam 
should be allowed to remain in the religion of his farthur. 
I remain in the religion of my grandfarthur, and ought not to 
be interfared with. I live under the blissing of Almighty God. 
Praise be to his holy name !" Looking upwards with ap- 
parently real devotion, he added, "The Almighty God can re- 
lave men of a' religions." " A fine country this !" I observed, 
pointing to the crops on each side of me. "That's," he 
said, ^ because we have here the best landlord in a' Ireland — 
in a' Oit warldy I may say," giving the near-wheel horse rather 
a sharp cut with his whip. He then proceeded to detail to 
me various instances of the consideration and kindness of the 
individual he had praised, during which we met a fine-look- 
ing, bare-footed woman, carrying in her hand a large blade . 
tea-kettle, on the nozzle of which she had stuck a raw potato 
to prevent the contents from jolting out " What is she car- 
rying?" said I. " Milk," he replied. 

We now trotted close by a large establishment — ^at a glance 
I knew it to be a workhouse — composed of two triple rows 
of buildings, evidently well ventilated, the whole surrounded 
by a high wall. As many years ago I had served in the Poor . 
Law Commission, I was well aware of its importance and 6f 
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ite 1160808%-, aad yet it looked to infinitd j larger than any 
otber babitatioiL I had seen, that I coold not r^ireae » sigh 
aa I passed it. At the adjoining Tillage we stopped to 
take up a very ruddy, stout priesti with a newspaper in his 



The oountry, which had now become poor, bleak, and very 
miserably culUvated, was imperfeedy enclosed by dilapida- 
ted walla, some of stone, othenof earth; it shortly afterwards 
appeared to recover from its sickness, and its sur&ce was more 
or less diversified with woods. 

On arrivii^ at the town of Ballinasloe we found a good 
hot dinner awaiting us. ^ Had you not better sit on the car T 
said the gentleman who had already invited me to do so. 
^ You must surely find it very exposed up there with the driv< 
er l" My kind Mentor was apparently not all aware that his 
Irish brains for the last two hours had been moving wr(»g 
side foremost : they were, however, no doubt quite accustomed 
to it 

Close to Ballinasloe is a house of six windows in front, 
which had belonged to one of the race of landlords who have 
lately been ruined. His residence is now a constabulary 
barriu^k. Adjoining we passed a little stream called the Suck, 
not a yard broad, dividing the counties of Rosconmion and 
Galway, the latter of which we now entered, and here almost 
immediately I first met with that afflicting spectacle, or rather 
spectre, that almost without intermission haunted me through 
the whole remainder of my tour, namely, stout stone-built 
cabins unroofed for the purpose of evicting therefrom their 
insolvent tenants. 

The country we passed had also suffered from diolera. 
^ I'd a beautiful girl," said the driver to me, *'and I buried 
her. Praise be to God !" 

From his daughter he began talking about Iriah women. 
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and, on my Mying I had heard that their eonduo^ genendlj 
speaking, was remarkably correct, be said, with aa eaeigy 
which invariably affected hb whip, '^ In this oounthry a young 
woman has nothing to live on but her character ; if you take 
ifuit from her ut's the cause of murthur ! Her male friends 
look upon it as murthur. Ihere's no difierence. In Irelaad,*^ 
he added, '^ if a girl goes wrong, her parints turn her out o^ 
the house ; her relations discard her ; her ass o ciates, and the 
houl of her village, refuse her even food ; she is, in fiust^ • • • • 
abandoned." 

We were now in a country divided by stone walls so in- 
geniously balanced and so slightly put together, that, as the 
light shone through their interstices, they had often the ap- 
pearance of network ; indeed, a good hurricane or Pampero 
would level the whole of them to the ground. On each side, 
as we trotted along, were to be seen unroofed cabins ; and 
although the chUdren we passed were generally healthy and 
always merry, yet we often met grown-up men and women 
on whose countenances there was indelibly imprinted the word 
''Famine." The affliction of 1848 had passed: their suffer- 
ings had ceased ; they were now no longer in want of food, 
but their system had never recovered fh>m the pressure to 
which it had been subjected ; the ravages left behind were 
very striking, and perhaps the more so from those who had 
been afflicted being apparently perfectly unconscious (^ their 
existence. By the side of the road were enormous heaps of 
useless road-metal, wluch, by means of the Parliamentary 
grant, had been broken by the poor sufferers, many of whom 
had died at the job. '' You work hard at urn," said the old 
driver, pointing to the cracked stones, ''from morning till 
night, and no thanks coming on top o^ ye I" 

But from the stones, my mind reverted to the melandioly 
subject of the £imine. 
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*' Hundreds of patients,'' said a distinguished phjsidiin to 
me, ^ were brought into our Dublin hospital starring. A 
mutton-chop, or a gUss of porter, would have been to them 
like the slK>t of a pistol. We were obliged to nourish them 
gradually ; homoeopathically. In the space of a fortnight the 
stomach recovered its tone, and we were rejoicing at the 
result, when, by a sort of explosion, they died of typhus !" 

On approaching the town of Tuam, pronounced by every 
body as "Tume," the country becomes ridier and better cul- 
tivated. 

Tuam is not only the principal town of its district, but has 
lately become one of the most thriving in Connanght. With 
a number of fine buildings it, however, contains several very- 
wretched streets and much poverty. Indeed, as we changed 
horses, we were surrounded by a set of men and boys through 
whose clothes little bits of skin were here and there peeping, 
like the white meal of over-boiled potatoes. 

On leaving Tuam the country became again bleak, flat, and 
desolate, with now and then cultivated parts of some beautj, 
which gradually increased, until, passing through and between 
some park-like grounds, we at last arrived at Hollymount, a 
regular posting-stage between Tuam and Castlebar, also where 
roads brandi off to Clare and Ballinrobe. I here took leave 
of my intelligent companion, and of what I infinitely less re- 
gretted, the iron-bound seat in which for so many hours I had 
been tightly ensconced. 

A branch public car was shortly to convey me to BaUin- 
robe ; in the mean while I walked to the station of the conr- 
stabulary. At its door I found one of the force on duty, 
exactly as clean and as well appointed as those I had seen on 
their parade in the Phoenix Park. On producing my order 
the head-constable received me with great dvUity, and at 
once accompanied me through the house, or, as it is not im- 
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propcnrly termed, the barrack. In the principal bedroom 
were five iron tum-up bedsteads; cm each was a straw mat- 
tress, upon which the sheets and blankets of the owner were 
neatly wrapped in a reddish counterpane, the folds of all five 
being so neatly arranged that the different-coloured artidea 
altogether resembled a section of what is commonly called a 
roily -poly or blanket pudding. On a shelf were arranged the 
men's caps and great-coats. The deal table in the middle of 
the chamber, as also the floor, were as clean as hands, soap, 
sand, and water, could make them. The windows were open, 
and, above all, the constable and his six men were dressed 
with as much precision as if they had just prepared them- 
selves for parade. Their uniform was well brushed, boots 
well bladced, jackets buttoned firom the waist to the wmd- 
pipe; their arms and accoutrements clean and neatly ar- 
ranged. On conversing with the head-constable, a slight, ex- 
ceedingly intelligent man, he told me that, in consequence of 
the evictions, a number of people had emigrated and were 
still emigrating; and yet that for the harvest and for the 
drainage of the river Robe there bad been throughout the 
whole season, and there still was, a scarcity of labourers, sa 
much so that it had been necessary to import them from the 
adjdniifg county of Galway. 

On my return to the inn I found the public car just start- 
ing, and accordingly taking a side seat on it — for the driver's 
box was a " sulky" — we proceeded for five miles and a half 
through a country divided by crooked stone walls into in- 
numerable little fields, until on approaching the small town 
of Ballinrobe I observed a sudden and most remarkable difl 
ferenoe ; for instead of unroofed houses and frail stone-wall 
boundaries, I saw before me a considerable expanse of land 
well cultivated, covered with green and cereal crops, and di- 
vided by substantial straight walls into large square or rect- 
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angular fields. On inquiiy I found tint this Qhange had been 
effeeted by Lard Lacan. 

Oa arriving at the town of BaUinrobe^ at which I had in- 
tended to sleep, I went, although the son was on the horizon, 
to the wcM'khouse, an enormous buildibg^ which had oon- 
tained, in January^ 1850^ 4400 inmates. 
" 1851, 3400 " 
« 1852, 1060 « 
and whidi now contained — ^bojs over fifteen and able-bodied 
DMn, 101 } ditto females, 255 ; infirm of all classes, 24 ; boys 
below fifteen years of age, 194 ; girls ditto^ 295 ; infiuitS) 20 ; 
siek, 106. Total, 995. 

I found scarcely an able-bodied man in the house, although 
several had been booked as such,^ simply because they were 
not absolutely infirm. Th^ women were evidently of the 
humblest dass ; and yet I did not see among them a ooimte- 
nance that appeared to acknowledge to any fieuilt but extreme 
poverty^ They, as well as the whole of the inmates, were, 
as compared with the ordinary workhouse garb in England, 
very poorly clad. The boys had just gone to bed ; but as I 
felt anxious to see all, I walked through several large rooms 
lull of them. On the word '^ Sit up /" they all, two in a bed, 
as if from their graves, obeyed the order ; and though often 
bordering on a state of nudity, they certainly appeared — as 
Irish boys always are — cheerful, and sometimes even merry. 
As fast as I passed them they reclined backwards to lay their 
heads on their straw pillows. 

The principal portion of the children of both sexes have 
almost all been reared in the workhouse, which they never 
are allowed to leave unless accompanied by an officer. The 
dietary of the establishment I found consisted of — for adults, 
Indian meal and buttermilk for breakfast; wheat-meal and 
oat-meal gruel, with v^etables, for dinner, at four o'clock. 
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Tkey have no mxppery and Umit cellar » the pump. Some of 
tbe young children are allowed ^ sweet" milk and white 
Inread. The floors of the house are washed erery momiogi 
and are, besides, scalded and scrubbed three times a weelu 
The walls of the dormitories are whitewashed erery mx 
weeks; die kitchen and laundry cmce a week. The whole 
premises stand on six acres g£ ground. 

On conversing with the master, I ascertained from him 
that Lord Luoan's evictions have ceased, but that Lord Enie 
evicted on Saturday last ; I also learned that, while on his new 
fiirm, Lord Lucan is now paying his men lOd a day: the 
average wages elsewhere are 6</., and occasionally M. He 
told me that several who had been evicted by Lord Lucan, 
and who were now employed on his cleared land, had told 
him (the master) that they were better off than before : adding, 
that in appearance many were decidedly cleaner. 

From the woridiouse I went with my firman to the police 
ataticm, where I found seven sub-constables, exactly as well 
dressed, and in a building as dean, as at the barrack at Holly- 
mount^ already described. A steel sword-scabbard whii^ 
aniong a variety of accoutrements, hung on the wall, was as 
resplendently bright as polished silver. 1 asked the sub- 
inspector whether there was much crime in his district. He 
replied, ^ We have really no crime at all. In six months 
there have been four cases of cattle-stealing, principally by 
strangefs. The poor people here are particularly honest ; do 
not steal even a potato^'' I asked him to describe to me the 
process oi eviction. With extreme intelligence of counte- 
nance he replied verbatim as follows : — ** Under her Majesty's 
writ of Habere, or an injunction from the Commissioners of 
(the Encumbered £state Court, the sheriff forwards to the 
' sul>-inspector of the constabulary force a written requisition, 
never exceeding (here at Ballinrobe) a constable and six sub- 
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sidered I was about to produce another carpet-bag. ^ Will 
you pick the mam's pockut 1" exclaimed one of them, by 
way of reproof, to his comrade, who appeared from his pro* 
pinquity to be the successful candidate. 

At a short distance I found a public car with three horses, 
that had been waiting for the train, and was about to start for 
Tuam ; accordingly, depositing my bag on it, I told the driver 
I would walk on. After proceeding about one hundred yards, 
on coming to a turning I said to an old woman as I passed 
her, " Js this the road to Tuam f " Oh, yus !" she replied ; 
adding, with an arch smile, " it wull be, when you're there.^ 

When the car overtook me, there were seated on each side 
of it two or three well-dressed people, one of whom with hia 
right hand made a slight beckoning sign to me. I, however, 
scrambled up to the driver, and although there was scarcely 
room for us both, and although the iron rail pressed very 
' hard against my lefl thigh, I consoled myself with the reflec- 
tion that I was probably the only person travelling through 
Ireland who was not taking a one-sided view of the country, 
and of the manners, social, moral, religious, and political, of 
its inhabitants. Whoever could have invented the art not 
only of journeying and of thinking elbow foremost, but of 
sitting for hours together back to back with fellow-creatures 
with whom it may be desirable to converse, I am totally un- 
able to conceive. The fellow, whoever it was, grievously an- 
noyed me the whole of the short time I was in Ireland. Hia 
invention was to my eyes what the sound of setting a saw is 
to my ears. 

My Siamese companion — ^for we were literally one lOlesh — 
was a strong, healthy, bony (of that I am quite sure) man of 
about fifty-five years of age, witii an intelligent, pleasing, and 
yet very serious countenance. We had scarcely proceeded 
two hundred yards when a fine, rosy.&ced boy with naked feet 
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came running towards us to beg of me. My friend — ^for such 
lie had dubbed himself the instant I sat beside him — made a 
furious pretended attempt to strike the suppliant across the 
face with his whip, but the little fellow, without rabing a 
liand, and with a confidence that would have disarmed any 
"body, beautifully smiled at him, although he was quite within 
reach of the lash. 

After talking with my companion about the state of the 
crops and the state of the country, I observed it was a great 
pity that there should exist in Ireland so much unkindness of 
feeling on account of religion. "That's all!** he replied, 
^ it*8 jist difference in religion that's ruining us all. A mam 
should be allowed to remain in the religion of his farthur. 
I remain in the religion of my grandfarthur, and ought not to 
be interfared with. I live under the blissing of Almighty God. 
Praise be to his holy name !" Looking upwards with ap- 
parently real devotion, he added, "The Almighty God can re- 
lave men of a' religions." " A fine country this !" I observed, 
pointing to the crops on each side of me. "That's," he 
said, " because we have here the best landlord in a' Ireland — 
in a* the world, I may say," giving the near-wheel horse rather 
a sharp cut with his whip. He then proceeded to detail to 
me various instances of the consideration and kindness of the 
individual he had praised, during which we met a fine>look- 
ing, bare-footed woman, carrying in her hand a large black . 
tea-kettle, on the nozzle of which she had stuck a raw potato 
to prevent the contents from jolting out. ** What is she car- 
rying?" said I. " Milk," he replied. 

We now trotted close by a large establishment — at a glance 
I knew it to be a workhouse — composed of two triple rows 
of buildings, evidently well ventilated, the whole surrounded 
by a high wall. As many years ago I had served in the Poor . 
Law Commission, I was well aware of its importance and of 
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i^eotion, Patriok Moir aeliS^ in large ktteTS wm iJie name 
of the grocer over the waj. It was now raimng slowly, stead- 
ily, and unremittingly. Women with nncorered heads and 
bare feet were standing round ^e shop ; one— pattering as she 
walked — entered it, and in a very i^rt time came out with a 
clasped hand containing a small paper parcel, which eyery <»e 
of the wet-&ced women slightly looked at. in liie window 
was written on a large placlu:^ — 

" Souchong, 

55. 

The best Black Tba.^ 

For some time I watched the ragged dressw of a group 
of men and boys, also loitering before the inn. Their dothes 
formed a species of dissolving view. Occasionally I nibbed 
my eyes, and yet I really found it impossible to decide 
whether the garments before me had begun life by being blue 
cloth or thidL flannel, for, as correctly as I ooidd calculate, th^re 
appeared about as many shreds of the one colour as of the 
other. The trowsers, usually of dark cloth, literally and with- 
out exaggeration, looked as if they had been borrowed for 
half an hour by some body who had filled them with rats that 
had been baited with Skye terriers, who, to get hold of the 
vermin, had not only bitten pieces out of the garments, but^ in 
many instances, had literally torn them to atoms, which, with the 
assistance of scraps of cloth of a variety of other colours, had 
been hurriedly replaced by people who had nev«r before used 
a needle ; indeed, in many places the stitches were as rough 
as network. But in several cases a considerable portion of 
the garment had aj^rently been eaten up by the d<^8, and 
accordingly, before me I saw a lad of about eighteen in 
trowsers, which could not grammatioally be called ^ a panr," 
inasmuch as the whole of one portion of the right leg ' 
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came rutmlog towards us to beg of me. My friend — ^for such 
lie had dubbed himself the instant I sat beside him — made a 
furious pretended attempt to strike the suppliant across the 
face with his whip, but the little fellow, without raising a 
hand, and with a confidence that would have disarmed any 
"body, beautifully smiled at him, although he was quite within 
reach of the lash. 

After talking with my companion about the state of the 
crops and the state of the country, I observed it was a great 
pity that there should exist in Ireland so much unkindness of 
feeling on account of religion. '^ That's all!** he replied, 
"^ it's jist difference in religion that's ruining us all. A mam 
should be allowed to remain in the religion of his farthur. 
I remain in the religion of my grandfarthur, and ought not to 
be interfared with. I live under the blissing of Almighty God. 
Praise be to his holy name !" Looking upwards with ap- 
parently real devotion, he added, " The Almighty God can re- 
lave men of a' religions." " A fine country this !" I observed, 
pointing to the crops on each side of me. "That's," he 
said, " because we have here the best landlord in a' Ireland — 
in a* ike worlds I may say," giving the near-wheel horse rather 
a sharp cut with his whip. He then proceeded to detail to 
me various instances of the consideration and kindness of the 
individual he had praised, during which we met a fine>look- 
ing, bare-footed woman, carrying in her hand a large black . 
tea-kettle, on the nozzle of which she had stuck a raw potato 
to prevent the contents from jolting out " What is she car- 
rying 1" said I. " Milk," he replied. 

We now trotted close by a large establishment — at a glance 
I knew it to be a workhouse — composed of two triple rows 
of buildings, evidently well ventilated, the whole surrounded 
by a high wall. As many years ago I had served in the Poor 
Law Commission, I was well aware of its imp<fftanoe and of 
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sidered I was about to produce another carpet-bag. ^ Will 
you pick the mam's pockutl^' exclaimed one of them, by 
way of reproof to his comrade, who appeared from his pro- 
pinquity to be the successful candidate. 

At a short distance I found a public car with three horses, 
that had been waiting for the train, and was about to start for 
Tuam ; accordingly, depositmg my bag on it, I told the driver 
I would walk on. After proceeding about one hundred yards, 
on coming to a turning 1 said to an old woman as I passed 
her, " Is this the road to Tuam ?'* ** Oh, yus I" she replied ; 
adding, with an arch smile, ^' it wull be, when you're there^ 

When the car overtook me, there were seated on each side 
of it two or three well-dressed people, one of whom with his 
right hand made a slight beckoning sign to me. I, however, 
scrambled up to the driver, and although there was scarcely 
room for us both, and although the iron rail pressed very 
' hard against my lefl thigh, I consoled myself with the reflec- 
tion that I was probably the only person travellmg through 
Ireland who was not taking a one-sided view of the country, 
and of the manners, social, moral, religious, and political, of 
its inhabitants. Whoever could have invented the art not 
only of journeying and of thinking elbow foremost, but of 
sitting for hours together back to back with fellow-creatures 
with whom it may be desirable to converse, I am totally unr- 
able to conceive. The fellow, whoever it was, grievously an- 
noyed me the whole of the short time I was in Ireland. Hia 
invention was to my eyes what the sound of setting a saw is 
to my ears. 

My Siamese companion — ^for we were literally one flesh — 
was a strong, healthy, bony (of that I am quite sure) man of 
about flfly-five years of age, with an intelligent, pleasing, and 
yet very serious countenance. We had scarcely proceeded 
two hundred yards when a fine, rosy-&ced boy with naked feet 
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came rutmiog towards us to beg of me. Mj friend — ^for such 
lie had dubbed himself the instant I sat beside him — made a 
fiiTious pretended attempt to strike the suppHant across the 
face with his whip, but the little fellow, without rabing a 
hand, and with a confidence that would have disarmed anj 
body, beautifiillj smiled at him, although he was quite within 
reach of the lash. 

After talking with my companion about the state of the 
crops and the state oi the country, I observed it was a great 
pity that there should exist in Ireland so much unkindness of 
feeling on account of religion. ^* That's all!" he replied, 
^ it*8 jist difference in religion that's ruining us all. A mam 
should be allowed to remain in the religion of his farthur. 
I remain in the religion of my grandfarthur, and ought not to 
be interfered with. I live under the blissing of Almighty God. 
Praise be to his holy name !" Looking upwards with ap> 
parently real devotion, he added, "The Almighty God can re- 
lave men of a' religions." " A fine country this !" I observed, 
pointing to the crops on each side of me. "That's," he 
said, " because we have here the best landlord in a' Ireland — 
in a* Hie worlds I may say," giving the near-wheel horse rather 
a sharp cut with his whip. He then proceeded to detail to 
me various instances of the consideration and kindness of the 
individual he had praised, during which we met a fine-look- 
ing, bare-footed woman, carrying in her hand a large black . 
tea-kettle, on the nozzle of which she had stuck a raw potato 
to prevent the contents from jolting out " What is she car- 
rying ?" said I. " Milk," he replied. 

We now trotted close by a large establishment — at a glance 
I knew it to be a workhouse— composed of two triple rows 
of buildings, evidently well ventilated, the whole surrounded 
by a high wall. As many years ago I had served in the Poor . 
Law Commission, I was well aware of its importance and of 
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sidered I was about to produce another carpet-bag. ^ Will 
you pick the mam's pockut V* exclaimed one of them, by 
way of reproof to his comrade, who appeared from his pro- 
pinquity to be the successful candidate. 

At a short distance I found a public car with three horses, 
that had been waiting for the tram, and was about to start for 
Tuam ; accordingly, depositing my bag on it, I told the driver 
I would walk on. After proceeding about one hundred yards, 
on coming to a turning I said to an old woman as I passed 
her, " Js this the road to Tuam 1" " Oh, yus !" she replied ; 
adding, with an arch smile, " it wull be, when you're there,^ 

When the car overtook me, there were seated on each side 
of it two or three well-dressed people, one of whom with his 
right hand made a slight beckoning sign to me. I, however, 
scrambled up to the driver, and although there was scarcely 
room for us both, and although the iron rail pressed very 
' hard against my lefl thigh, I consoled myself with tiie reflec- 
tion that I was probably the only person travelling through 
Ireland who was not taking a one-sided view of the country, 
and of the manners, social, moral, religious, and political, of 
its inhabitants. Whoever could have invented the art not 
only of journeying and of thinking elbow foremost, but of 
sitting for hours together back to back with fellow-creatures 
with whom it may be desirable to converse, I am totally un- 
able to conceive. The fellow, whoever it was, grievously an- 
noyed me the whole of the short time I was in Ireland. His 
invention was to my eyes what the sound of setting a saw is 
to my ears. 

My Siamese companion — ^for we were literally one flesh — 
was a strong, healthy, bony (of that I am quite sure) man of 
about flfly-five years of age, with an intelligent, pleasing, and 
yet very serious countenance. We had scarcely proceeded 
two hundred yards when a fine, rosy-&ced boy with naked feet 
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c^ame running towards us to beg of me. My friend — ^for such 
he had dubbed himself the instant I sat beside him — made a 
furious pretended attempt to strike the suppHant across the 
face with his whip, but the little fellow, without raising a 
hand, and with a confidence that would have disarmed anj 
body, beautifuUj smiled at him, although he was quite within 
reach of the la^ 

After talking with vvj companion about the state of the 
crops and the state of the country, I observed it was a great 
pity that there should exist in Ireland so much unkindness of 
feeling on account of religion. "That's all!** he relied, 
^ it^s jist difference in religion that's ruining us all. A mam 
should be allowed to remain in the religion of his farthur. 
I remain in the religion of my grandfarthur, and ought not to 
be interfored with. I live under the blissing of Almighty God. 
Praise be to his holy name !" Looking upwards with ap> 
parently real devotion, he added, " The Almighty God can re- 
lave men of a' religions." " A fine country this !" I observed, 
pointing to the crops on each side of me. "That's," he 
said, " because we have here the best landlord in a' Ireland — 
in a' ike toorld, I may say," giving the near>wheel horse rather 
a sharp cut with his whip. He then proceeded to detail to 
me various instances of the consideration and kindness of the 
individual he had praised, during which we met a fine-look- 
ing, bare-footed woman, carrying in her hand a large black . 
tea-kettle, on the nozzle of which she had stuck a raw potato 
to prevent the contents from jolting out ** What is she car- 
rying ?" said I. " Milk," he replied. 

We now trotted close by a large establishment — at a glance 

I knew it to be a workhouse— composed of two triple rows 

of buildings, evidently well ventilated, the whole surrounded 

by a high wall. As many years ago I had served in the Poor . 

. Law Commission, I was well aware of its importance and of 
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yre met a car, in #hioh there was seated by lumaelf a healthy, 
ruddy, respectable-looking priest 

^ What do the poor people pay to their priest for being 
married 1" said I. " Yere Am'r," my driver replied, " they 
pay IL bs,i a fi^w of the very poorest '11 have ut dcme 
for U" 

"^ What do they pay for christening a diild f *'Two and 
mzpenoe," he replied; adding '^^ that's a tiglar chaise." 
^And for funerals f He replied, ''Nothing at a' for thim 
— ^they can get a niass read for fh>m 1«. to 2^. 6c/.'* 

We now drove through a ^'muckle-stane muir^" in the 
middle of which I observed a solitary cabin with three or four 
goats, with their legs tied U^ether, grazing in front of it. We 
then came to a region of small ideas — that is to say, of little 
fields ^iclosed by crooked, tottering stone walls, ftom one to 
three feet high, and by little roads similariy bounded that ap- 
parently led to nothing. Among them, pointing to heaven, 
were the stark, sti^ nigged gables of a small evicted village, 
of which not a human being had be^ ^red. All were gcme, 
and rank weeds were here and there flourishing on the very 
floors on which probably several generations of honest people 
had slept. Indeed, several of the gables were deeply marked 
by the smoke of fires now extinguished — ^not for a moment — 
but for ever ! 

llie road we were travelling -on was not only a by one, 
but, by the by, it was as crooked as if it originally had been 
the track of a drunken giant. Within the little fields, now 
deserted, were here and there to be seen, <»pq[>ping from and 
peeping out of the earth, rock and large stones, t^t altogether 
gave to each of these tiny enclosures the aj^arance of a 
small churchyard ; and yet among this gloomy gray mound 
of loose st6ttes, it was striking beyond description to see oc- 
casionally, like a gaudy trofncal bird, a woman in bright Scar- 
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let, oarrjing on her head a pitcher of water aha vaa bringing 
to her cabin from some distant qnring. 

After meeting a barefooted boy walking in the rain with 
a couple of peats under each ann, we trotted by a party of 
men who were constructing, from the little stone divisioas, 
and from the ruins of the evicted cabins, good, substantia], 
straight walls, upwards of four feet high, cemented with lime, 
adkd then rough cast At ten miles from Ballinrobe we came 
to some cultivated land around Bally-hayne, a small, poor, 
straggling village, where I observed a neat, substantia] Prot- 
estant church, which, as it happened to be open, I entered* 
The sittings were composed of nine open pews on each side, 
and above them, in the solid wall, there was a comfortable 
looking fireplace and fender t On coming out of the church 
I went into a substantial cabin adjoining. The roof was jet 
black from smoke ; a quantity of clothes, as if to dry, were 
hanging on a straw-rope ; the pig was not only sleeping im- 
mediately beneath them, but, like John Bunyan's ApoUyon, 
^ straddled over the whole breadth of the way." At the far- 
ther end of the village we passed a plun, spireless Gatholie 
chapel, neatly whiteWasAied. On the left, at a distance, were 
the ruins of Eenturk Gasde, looking like an old monastery. 
We now came again to land subdivided by low walls, of no 
use whatever, into innumerable small fieMs, in many of which 
1^ weeds were higher llian the tottering boundary that en- 
closed them ; indeed, there passed brfore me m rei^w all 
sorts of crops but the right opes. Sometimes rushes pre- 
vailed — liien they turned for a time into broad, strong, gieen 
dags — ^then came white weeds— ^en tall yellow ones — then 
beautiful purple ones — then, all of a sudden, we slowly tirotted 
through heaps of black peat, here and there to be seen moving 
in lumps on the backs of women and men. Above them, 
hovering in the air, wAs appaifently a great raven. But by 
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fiur the most appalliiig feature in the picture was that, wher- 
ever, throughout all the country I had visited, the potato was 
growing, there was more or less a discolouration in its lea^ 
that but too clearly announced the existence of subterranean 
disease. ' 

About a mile from Oastlebar we, all of a sudden, came to 
a most extraordinary change. The road on the left side was 
bounded by a stone and lime wall, rough cast, and within it, 
to Gastlebar, the eye roamed, or rather revelled, over an ex- 
panse of com waving or standing in sheaves ; green crops 
of great luxuriance ; cocks of hay standing in emerald-green 
fields ; the whole— like France — ^without a fence of any do- 
scription. 

On the right of tfa)e road, the country, to a considerable 
extent, had been similarly altered. In the middle of all I ob- 
served the tall chimney of a steam-engine: in short, the 
change was really magical ; and whatever the heart might 
say on the subject, it was utterly impossible for the judgment 
of any man to deny, for an instant, that a most astounding 
improvement of the surface of Ireland had been effected ; in- 
deed, in the course of my life, I have certainly nev^ beheld 
a^M>ntrast so striking. In the centre of it my companion 
pdnted out to me with his whip, among some trees, the resi- 
dence of Lord Lucan, whom I had come to visit. 

Gastlebar, the county town of Mayo, is situated at the 
north-west point of that vast plain of mixed bog and pasture 
land which characterizes the greater part of the counties of 
Boscommon, Galway, Sligo, and Mayo. It is also very 
nearly at the head of that broken valley that separates the 
high lands of Ckmnemara and Joyce county from Ennis and 
Tyrawley. The most remarkable point in its history is, that 
in 1798 it was occupied for a few days by the French army, 
under General Humbert, that had landed at Killala Bay. 
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As we were trotting aloDgone of the mftin streets leading 
to the principal square, I observed about a dozen well-ap- 
pointed men in blue uniform, standing outside a door. As 
thej evidently did not belong. to our army, I desired the 
driver to stop, and, entering the house, I was soon in the pres- 
ence of two officers in blue military frock-eoats, gold scales 
on their shoulders, and wearing swords, exactly as if they 
were of a regiment of the line. The one was a sub-inspector, 
and the other a lieutenant, of what is called in Ireland ** The 
Kevenue Police.'^ On producing my order to the constabu* 
lary, tbese officers very readily and obligingly explained to 
me — who had never before even heard of their force— that its 
especial duties, whidi, previous to the year 1886, w^re per- 
formed by the military, accompanied by an excise officer, are 
to suppress illicit distillation and malting. In order to do so, 
armed parties, four times a week, by day and by night, and 
for at least eight hours per diem, make excursions to seltrch 
the townlands, every suspected house, concealed caves, &o» 
The whole force consists of about 1000 men under officers^ 
whose ranks are as follows : — 

1 chief inspector, residing at the Custom-house, Dublin, 9 
second inspectors, 9 sub-inspectors, and 55 lieutenants. Hiere 
are also a due proportioli of sergeants, and about 1000 privates, 
almost all of whom are Catholics. The principal stations are 
commanded by sub-inspectors, and the out-stations by lieuten- 
ants. The men, like those of the constabulary, are armed, 
efficiently equipped, and well disciplined and drilled. Tlieir 
uniform consists of blue military jacket, trowsers, brass but> 
tons, blue foraging cap, with a brass bugle above the letters 
R. P., and a patent-leather chin-strap. I asked the officers 
whether religion in any way interfered with the duties their 
men had to perform. ' They both at once, nearly in the same 
word% replied, *' Oh no, our men seize as soon from a Catholic 
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M from aProteiUDt !" '' What a moral," said I to mjBel^ 
^ is contauied in those few words !" 

Croasiiig the square, which, bounded by trees on one «de, 
•ttougly reminded me of the '* Grande Place" of an ordinary 
Frenoh town, I proceeded through crooked streets, swarming 
aliTe with bare-looted women and little girls in red petticoats, 
to the workhouse, composed <^ a series of well-arranged 
buildiogs, surrounded by a very high wall. As I was about 
to ring the bell, I was accosted by (me of the relieying officers 
oftheuBioo. 

^ There appear," said I, *' to be a number oi unroofed 
houses in the neighbourhood of Oasdebar." 

'^ Yes," he replied, ^^ there are, but many who had good 
neans, took advantage of the badness of (he times, and, on 
being evicted, went off to England and America." 

^ Have Uiese evictions had much effect on the town 1" 

^ They have made a numb^ of empty b1k^»s," he replied. 

*' Had you any rows here during the election 1" 

^ Yes," he r^ied, "• the Priests' party came down and 
got over the wall there," (he pointed to« spot where the iron 
«pikes had af^parently been forcibly wrenched off;) ." six were 
iadiQted lor it, tried, and found g^uilty." 

^' How many relieving officers have you in the union 1" 

*' There are £>ur of us. Three of us are Gatholics, the 
oAer is a Protestant" 

On wtering the workhouse I ascertained from the master, 
« highly intelligent man, that its inmates oobsisted of-*- 
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17 Infirm. 

57 In Hospital 
218 Boys and Girls fixun 9 to IS. 

«0 « « 6to«. 

1* • - Sto«. 

26 In&iita. 
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let, oarrying on her head a pitcher of water she vaa bringing 
to her cabin from some distant qmng. 

After meeting a barefooted boy walking in the rain with 
a couple of peats under eadi ann, we trotted by a party of 
men who were constructing, from the little stone divisioas, 
and from the ruins of the evicted cabins, good, substantial, 
straight walls, upwards of four feet high, cemented with lime, 
a;iid then rough cast. At ten miles from Ballinrobe we came 
to some cultivated land around Bally-hayne, a small, poor, 
straggling village, where I obeerved a neat, substantial Prot- 
estant church, which, as it happened to be open, I entered. 
The sittings were composed of nine open pews on each side, 
and above them, in the solid waU, there was a comfortable 
looking fireplace and fender ! On coming out of the church 
I went into a substantial cabin adjoining. The roof was jet 
black from smoke ; a quantity of clothes, as if to dry, were 
banging on a straw-rope ; the pig was not only sleeping im- 
mediately beneath them, but, like John Bunyan's ApoUyon, 
^ straddled over the whole breadUi of the way." At the far- 
ther end of the village we passed a plun, spireless Catholic 
chapel, neatly whiteWasAied. On the left, at a distance, were 
the ruins of Eenturk Gasde, looking like an old monastery. 
We now came again to land subdivided by low walls, of no 
use whatever, into innumerable small fields, in many of which 
the weeds were Ugher tiian the tottering boundary that en- 
closed them ; indeed, there passed b^ore me in rei^ew all 
sorts of crops but the right opes. Sometimes rushes pre- 
vailed — liien they turned for a time into broad, strong, green 
dags— -then came white weeds — then tall yellow ones — then 
beautiful purple ones — then, all of a sudden, we slowly trotted 
through heaps of black peat, here and there to be seen moving 
in lumps on the backs of women and men. Above them, 
hovering in the air, wAs ai^aifently a great raven. But by 



128 A FORTNIGHT IN IRELAND. 

would do the same, for it mu9t eventtiallj be of enormous 
benefit to Ireland.'' 

*• How comes it," said I to the master, "that we » hear of 
so many landlords being shot, and yet that Lord Lucan 



" I r^ret to say," he replied, " that among English people 
a part of Ireland is taken for the whole. I have been here 
four yeai^, have usually attended petty sessions, and know of 
no one instance such as you have referred to. I allude," he 
added, as if correcting himself, " to the counties of Mayo and 
Galway." Pointing to an eminence in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, enclosed by a capital wall, and in a state of good 
cultivation, he said, " That was a densely populated hill called 
*StabalL' All the houses were thrown down, on which many 
of the inhabitants thereof just descended the hill into this 
workhouse." 

We now passed into a room full of infants in cradles. In 
another, clean, healthy, bare-footed women were spinning and 
working. In the laundry they were washing. The master 
informed me that of the whole of the inmates about nine- 
tenths are from evictions. 

On leaving the workhouse, a gentleman intimately con- 
nected with it told me, as we walked along, that the reason of 
the mob breaking into the premises was to get possession of 
a voter who had sought refuge there from them. On gaining 
admittance they demanded this man from the master, who re- 
plied, " I will ^ve you nobody, but, if you think he is here, 
you have full liberty to search for him." They did so, forcing 
the master to unlock every room, excepting the little, dark 
closet in which he was secreted, which, strange to say, they 
passed unnoticed ; and having satisfied themselves he was not 
in the house, they were departing, when one of the paupers 
betrayed the secret. With imprecations they demanded the 
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Icey from the master, who said, ^ I will only surrender it on 
oondition that you will not take his life." On their promising 
tiiat they would not, he unlocked the door, and, following the 
xnob and their captive, he proceeded with them to a hotel 
^where he found collected thirty or forty priests. 

"• Here he is, yere Reverence !" exclaimed the ringleaders, 
as they led in their prisoner. 

"• Your Reverence," said the master of the workhouse, ad- 
dressing himself to apparently the chairman, **this man 
(pointing to the prisoner) took refuge in my workhouse, I 
hope you will see he is not hurt" 

^ Who are y<m /" replied the priest 
'^ I am the master of the workhouse.' 
'' You deserve," replied the priest, '* to be turned out of it 
Here !" he added, addressing himself to the captors, " put 
him out !" and the master accordingly was turned out ^neck 
and heels." 

The mob had divided into two sections. One of the lead^ 
ers of the larger one outside, on seeing the master, whose 
fearless conduct at the workhouse he as well as all the rest 
had witnessed, said to hiro, ^ You have done your duty, man, 
and we'll give you three cheers !" 

'^No! no!" exclaimed the party who had just left the 
priests, and the whole then followed the master, hooting, strik- 
ing their sticks furiously against the wall ; ^ in fact," said my 
informant, who was present on the occasion, ^ they were on 
the point of murdering him." '* And yet," said I to myself^ 
''the constabulary force has repeatedly assured me that the 
people of this very county are particularly honest, and now, 
that their passions are not improperly excited, that ' there is 
scarcely any crime at all.' " 

The main serpentine street of Castlebar, composed of 
houses generally of two stories high, and of all colours, grad- 
es 
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we met a (te, in #liioh there vat seated by ym9elf a healdij, 
ruddy, respeetable-looking priest 

^ What do the poor people pay to their priest for being 
married ?" said I. " Yere Arn'r," my driver replied, "they 
pay 1/. 5«. ; a fi^w of the very poorest '11 have ut done 
for 1/." 

'' What do they pay for christening a child ?" *'Two and 
sixpence," he rej^ied; adding '* that's a tiglar charge." 
"And for funerals r He replied, "Nothing at a' for thim 
— ^they can get a niass read for fh)m 1«. to 29. 6<2." 

We now drove through a "muckle-stane muir/' in the 
middle of which I observed a solitary cabin with three or four 
goats, with their legs tied together, grazing in front of it We 
then came to a region of small ideas — that is to say, of little 
fields tticlosed by crooked, tottering stone walls, from one to 
three feet high, and by little roads similariy bounded that ap- 
parently led to nothing. Among them, pointing to heaven, 
were the stark, stifl^ ru^ed gables of a small evicted village, 
of which not a human being had been ^red. All were gcme, 
and rank weeds were here and there fiourishii^ on the very 
floors on which probably several generations of honest pec^le 
had slept. Indeed, several of the gables were deeply marked 
by the smoke of fires now extinguisiied — ^not iat a moment — 
but for evert 

^e road Kre were travelling -on was not only a by one, 
but, by the by, it was as crooked as if it originally had been 
the track of a drunken giant. Williin the little fields, liow 
deserted, were here and there to be seen, (»x>pping from and 
peeping out of the earth, rock and large stones, t^at altc^ether 
gave to each of these tiny enclosures the appearance of a 
small churchyard ; and yet among this gloomy gray mound 
of loose stdvies, it was strikii^ beyond description to see oo- 
casionaliy,Iike a gaudy tro{Hoal bird, a woman in briglit scar- 
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let, oarrying oa ber head a pitcher of water she was bringing 
to her cabin from some distant spring. 

After meeting a barefooted boy walking in the rain with 
a couple of peats under each arm, we trotted by a party of 
men who were constructing, from the little stone divisions, 
and from the ruins of the evicted cabins, good, substantial, 
straight walls, upwards of four feet high, cemented with lime, 
atod then rough cast. At ten miles from Ballinrobe we came 
to some cultivated land around Bally-hayne, a small, poor, 
stra^ling village, where I observed a neat, substantial Prot- 
estant church, which, as it happened to be open, I entered. 
The sittings were composed of nine open pews cm each side, 
and above them, in the solid wall, there was a comlbrtabl^- 
looking fireplace and fender ! On coming out of the church 
I went into a substantial cabin adjoining. The roof was jet 
black from smoke ; a quantity of clothes, as if to dry, were 
hanging on a straw-rope ; the pig was not only sleeping im- 
mediately beneath them, but, like John Bunyan's ApoUyon, 
** straddled over the whole breadth of the way.'' At the far- 
ther end of the vilkge we passed a plain, spireless Catholic 
chapel, neatly whitewashed. On the left, at a distance, were 
the ruins of Kenturk Castle, looking like an old monastery. 
We now came again to land subdivided by low walls, of too 
use whatever, into innumerable small fieMs, in many of whkli 
the weeds were higher tiian the tottering boundary that en- 
dosed them ; indeed, there passed b^ore me in rei^w all 
sorts of crops but the ri^t opes. Sometimes rushes pre- 
vailed — then they turned for a time into broad, strong, green 
flags — ^then came white weeds— ^en tall yellow ones— 4hem 
beautiful purple ones — then, all of a sudden, we slowly trotted 
through heaps of black peat, here and there to be seen moving 
in lumps on the backs of women and men. Above them, 
hovering in the air, was apparently a great raven. But by 
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At a fiurm I found admirable stalls fiir 400 head of cattle, 
sties for 200 pigs, 48 boxes iK>r horses, or animals of any sorti 
10 catde yards, 2 bcxie-milk, a flaK-hoase, and liiat ^ Jack^^ 
aU*work,'' a steam-^agine of 12-liorse poww, that was thresh- 
ing, cleaning, grinding, diaffcutling, sawing, besides lifUng 
water to supply the whole premises, and, moreover, heating 
a kiln for drying com. Hie engine, which was in diaige 
of a Sootdiman, was heated by turf, at a cost of about 
5». a day. 

We were now joined by the head-steward — a sedate, hagb- 
ly intelligent, respectable-looking Scotdunan, who has been 
in Ireland thirteen years. He told me tiiat the number of 
persons that had been ejected was about 10,000, of whom 
one4enth were employed by Lord Lucan, who had given most 
of them cottages. He said that two Scotch bailif& superin- 
tended the new farms at Ballinrobe, and that he had also one 
other Scotch bailiff under him at Gastlebar. I asked him how 
the new plan was working. 

^At Ballinrobe,'' he replied, '^ where the system has been 
completed, the result is, that the land has become of double 
, its former value ; that is to say, would keep double the 
amount of stock." 

^ But," said I, ^< how has it answered to the ^poor people T 

'^Oh," he replied, *<I think they are vara much im- 
provit" 

QuM^fOfu — ^If Oaoada fell into the bands of you Americaoflt how 
would joa deal with the French populatioo ? 

An9tder, — ^Well I I reckoQ that in about siz months we*d just improve 
'em off the fiice of the globe. 

" In what way ?" I asked. 

"The cottiers^" he replied, ^^are better dressed, have 
cleaner cottages, have wages all the year round*-from 
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^#. to M a di^, nd tlie greater mimber of tham have 
^^rdena." 

**^ What wages do odier people paj T I inquired. 

''From 6<£Lto 8^, without a house ; but," he added, ^few 
people here employ men oXl the year round." 

^ Have you ever been attacked by any <»e?" I asked* 

*' I have never met with a threat or an insult, nor have 
any of the bailifis, nor any of the thousand men that worked 
under them, except a little angry noise at the elections." 

'As a curious addition to these statements, I was told by 
Lord Lucan, that^ as Protestant Chairman of the Catholic 
Board of Guardians, he had only last week, in recommending 
several necessary reductions, proposed that the salary of the 
priest should be lowered from 60/. to 60/., and that, his rea- 
sons being deemed satb&ctory, the recommendation was agreed 
to without a word. How clearly does this show what can 
be done in Ireland-— as indeed every where else— by decisive 
conduct ! 

From Lord Lucan's I walked to the constabulary barracks, 
where I found 1 sub-inspector, 1 head ditto, 3 constables, 2 
acting ditto, 18 sub-constables, and 5 recruits for other stations^ 
all in the same admirable order so often described. Hie ceil- 
ings and walls of the rooms^ five in number, and of the pas- 
sages, were literally as white as mow. On the table of one 
room, in which I ascertained there slept several Roman Catl^ 
olics, I observed a btble, showing tiiat a Protestant was among 
the number. 

^ Have you ever any difierences between your men on ac- 
count of religion V* I inquired. 

'' Oh, no,"^ said the sub-inspector, with great gravity, ** we 
nwer allow any thing of that sort to exist among usi" 

On walking towards the town at which I had left my car* 
petjoag, I saw to my astonishment, among bare-£)oted women 
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y • tetaM in livBiy, witk m madk of 1b8 hair as 
was not covered by hia kat a maaa of white floor ! i Ife is 
only fiur to add he had not been tfana vkaiiniaed by Lord 



As the car I had ordered was aU ready at a kfw nmmtos 
past four, I started foir Westport ; but on leaving Oastiebar, 
as I had to pass liie connty jail, I desired the driver to pull 
op, and, ringing at the bell, aent lor the goversior, to wliom I 
produced my order to the constabulary. The estaWsbineot^ 
wliieh is on an eitensive scale, is composed of a central 
boildiag, ccmtaining the governor's house, cfaapei, store, and 
cooking offices. From this building diere radiate, in vaiioas 
direetioosi six othera : two for convicted male criminals, odb 
for prisoners not convicted, one for debtors and revemie 
offenders, one for female prison^s, and an ho^iital. To 
each departmeitt there is a yard, in whidi the governor, 
by signal, assembled the prisoners belonging to it ifor my 
inspection. 

Among the men there were two or three wiw appeared to 
be of violent dispositioBs, bnt generally speaking liieir coun- 
tenances did not denote either vice or d^MWvity. 

Among the 72 women, 14 were under confinement for 
ftlony, 20 for larceny, and the rest for begging or debt 

As the car proceeded along the hard, wet road, every now 
and then a great black crow stood, as if it was his intention 
to diiqpttte our progress^ indeed, it was not until we got wtthhi 
a very few yards of him that, taking two or three prdiminary 
elastic hops, he slowly and reluctantly flew to a short distanoe^ 
and then again, bounding round sideways, stood, and with his 
brilliant black eyes inquisitively looked at us. 

Excepting here and there patches of cultivated land, the 
eoontry was bleak, wild, and mooxlike ; and my mind was ao 
engroased with the various subjects that had flitted before it| 
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tb^ I believe I trayelled nearly » mile vrilbout imMfkuymng 
tbat^ oloee to my baek, I lied * eon^enioB* 

At laeti poutiiig vMLeBAy to • deaerted lioiiae from wUdi 
the door aad vkidow had been abatracted, ^ b that part of 
I^ioard Lacaa's new eyatem V^ aaid h 

'^ Tiasur !" my driver replied, almciat before I had conk* 
pleted the question. 

*' I» that Lord Lucaa?" I added, aa ayery ihori, atont man 
cot horseback paaaed ua, 

'^ One-of-his-tinnantsur I" he aoswerod, almoat in one irord. 

We passed a oabin, and, domng my ttmhrelk and leaving 
it on ^he ear, I walked in, 

^* Will yere Am'r take a sate ?" said a woman abonl 
thirty-eight, with a fine, op^i oountenanee, her eyaa bdag list- 
lessly fixed on the daylight. 

I sat down. On her lap was an in&nt Three bare-footed 
ehildr^i, as if hatching eggs, sat motionleaa on the edge of m 
peat fire, which appeared to be almost touching their naked 
toes; above the embers was dwnurely hanging a bkudc pot. 
Opposite sat, like a bit of gnarled oak, the withered grands 
mother. The furniture was compoaed of a diagy-odoored 
wooden wardrobe, with a few plates on the top, and one bed 
dose to the fire. There was no chimney but the door, <m the 
threshold of whi<^ atood, looking exceedingly uiihappy,.foiir 
dripipii^ wet fowls ; at the £kr end of the chamber waa a 
regular duni^eap, oo which atood an eaa. 

« Where iff your husband, my good woman ?" I aaid tolfaa 
youngest of the women. 

" In England, yere Am'r," she replied, " saking work." 

Taking into consideration the rain, I thought altogether it 
was about as melancholy a sc^ie as I could well witness; 
nevertheless, I can truly say to the reader, " Tarry a littlep 
thete is sometWng y jt !" 
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After trotting on for aboat a mile^ and after I had left 
Lord Luoan'a property, I oame as usual to a small Yillage of 
miroofed cabins, from tiie stark walls oi wludi, to my astooisli- 
m^it, I saw here and there proceeding a little smoke ; and, 
on approaching it, I beheld a picture I shall not readily for- 
get. The tenants had been all evicted, and yet, dreadful 
to say, they were there still ! the diildren nestling, and the 
poor women huddling together, under a temporary lean-to of 
straw, which they had managed to stick into the interstices of 
the walls of their andent homes. 

"• This is a quare place, yere AmV !^ said a fine, honest- 
looking woman, kindly smiling to me, adding, ^ Sit down, 
ycreAm'r!" 

One of her four children got up and offered me his atooL 

Under another temporary shed I found a tall woman 
heavy with child, a daughter about sixteen, and four younger 
children — her husband was also in England, *' saking work." 
I entered two or three more of these wretched habitaticma, 
around whldi were the innumerable tiny fields, surrounded by 
those low tottering stone walls I have already describedL 

Besides women and children, I ob^rved among the jagged, 
sharp, triangular stone gables of these unroofed cabins, two or 
three men listlessly standing stock-still; and as I was a 
Saxon stranger in their land, — as I was of the same religi(» 
as the landlord that had evicted them, — ^and lastly, as I hap- 
pened to have in my pocket, besides silver, a quantity of loose 
gold, I might not unreasonably have expected to have re- 
ceived among their ruined hovels what is conunonly called a 
rough welcome. 

** Ride your ways," said the gipsy ; « ride yoor ways, laird of EDan- 
gowao — ^ride your ways, Godfrey Bertram t This day have ye quendied 
■even smoking hearths — see if the fire in your ain parlour bum the blitber 
fat that Te have rivea the thadc off seven cottar hoMoa look if yoor 

5 
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ain roof-tree stand the ftatflr. Te may alable tout itibrlD mthe shealiogs 
at I>enMsleqg^lH-««6 that the We does not couch on the hearth-etane at 
EUaogowaa Bide yonr ways, Godfrey Bertram; whatdo ye g^owr after 
cor folk for T — (?wy Maanering, 

As, however, I was resuming my seat on tbe car, I saw 
among the tottering walls women and chUdren worming their 
way towards me ; as soon as I started, with uplifted hands 
and bare feet, they exclaimed, almost simultaneously, ** May 
the Almighty God preserve yere AmV !" Indeed, long after 
1 had left them, I heard the same sounds reverberating through 
the rain that was cruelly falling on us all. Iliey were really 
good people, and from what I read in their countenances, I 
feel confident, that i£^ instead of distributing among them a 
few shOlings, I had asked them to feed me, with the kindest 
hospitality they would readily have done so, and that with 
my gold in my pocket I might have slept among them in the 
most perfect security. 

The devotional expressions of the lower class of Irish, and 
the meekness and resignaition with which they bear misfortune 
or affliction, struck me very forcibly.- ^'I haven't aten a bit 
this blessed day, glory be to God !" said one woman. ^ Troth, 
IVe been suffering Ihong time from poverty and sickness, 
glory be to God !" said another. On entering a strange cabin 
the common salutation is, ^ God save all here !" On passing 
a gang of comrades at labour a man often says, ^' God bless 
. the work, boys!" In meeting a person, if you want to get 
quickly into firiendly conversation with him, it is usual to 
say to him, ^ God save ye !'' to which, like the **Aloom 
salicoom !" and ^ Salicoom aloom !" of the Mahometans, the 
answer always is *' God save ye kindly !" the prcmuncia- 
tion of which is sure to secure acourteous and favourable 
reception. 

A Protestant clergyman of great experience told me that 
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IB all his interooiine wiUi Mih Catholics he had nevn met 
with an lofldel. 

In a few miles we came to an immense region, the prop- 
erty of Sir Robert (Somebody,) bounded by distant hills, all 
utterly houseless, but tamed into krge fields teeming with 
erops, green and brown. On prooeeding further I met with a 
similar picture on the property of Lord Sligo, and, although 
the reeoUectioQ of the tragedy I had just witnessed was fresh 
both in my heart and mind, I could not but admit that the con- 
trast between the old system and the new is so striking, f^t 
the superiority^c^ the latter, to any one who witnesses it, does 
not for a moment require an advocate. 

la all regions of the world it has been, and is, the stem 
decree of Providenoe that dvilization, sooner or later, should 
override and ovorun tiiose feeble tribes who are innocently 
revelling in what is usually called a state of Nature ; and, ac- 
cordingly, throughout the great continents of North and 
South America, and elsewhere, the virtuous and simple abo- 
rigines have, since tiie discovery of their respective countries, 
rapidly melted away, as they themselves figuratively express 
it, ** like snow before the sun." 

It might therefore not unreasonably be expected that, even 
if tiie land the poor people on which 1 had visited were their 
own property, it would be as impossible for them as it has 
been for the Red Indians to withstand the torrent of civilisa- 
tion that is steadily and irresistibly rolling over the world. 
But they are not, like the Red Indians and other aborigines, 
the lawful owners of the soil on which they sleep. It belongs 
to what in the scale of civilization may justly be called anoth- 
er race, by whom Ihey are permitted to live upon it, <m ocm- 
ditions to which both parties have agreed. Now, even if the 
poor people I have alluded to could have continued to pay th^r 
Ti^ts, any weU-educated friend might have adnoniiihed tliem 
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^bAt, if thesr persisted in sleepmg with tisir pigs and assei^ 
axid in subsisting with them on one single artick of food, no 
pjiyment thej could ofl^ could posnbly prevent their being 
eventually swept awaj. 

But in consequence of certain diq^asations of Natvrei 
they became tint of all unable to pay their rents \ then desti* 
tute of subsistence ; and thus^ by creating a necessity lor poor- 
TAteS) tiiey became a burden, gradually increasing in weight, 
until the laodloi^ had absolutely not physical strength to bear 
it ; in &ct, not only did the landlord get no rent, but for his 
land which gave him nothing he was out of that nothing rs» 
quired to pay rates he had no funds to supply I By the in* 
terference <^ Nature the whole system^ therefore, rapidly 
began to &11 to pieces, and I have no hesitation in stating, as 
my bumble opinion, that it is out of the power of man to 
attempt to hold it together any longer. The decrees of Provi- 
dence are often, to our judgment, dark, mysterious, and un- 
fathomable. In. the present instance, however, the sentence 
pronounced, not agaifut^ but really ik pavovr of that portion 
of the Irish pec^ple who are at this moment — ^I repeat the truth 
— lEdeeping with their pigs and aases, may be thus expressed. 
The backwoods of Canada — the new settlements of America — 
the gold (^ California and Australia— endearingly pronounce to 
them the word ^' ComxT' Simultaneously the potato disease 
very sternly utters to them tfee riionosy liable " Go 1" and with 
attraction on the one hand, and repulsion on the other, these 
virtuous people, ia mj opinion, have no alternative but to 
emigrate from their beloved and beautiful country, on com* 

PLXT9L7 TO CBAKOS THKIB HABITS OF IJFK. Thls Is UOt my 

decree, it is not the decree of the British Government, it is 
not the decree of the petty Irish landlord, — ^but it is the decree 
of a Beneficent and Oxxmipotent Power whose inflexible will 
no maa caa oppose. 
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As we were trotting al(»ig, a bare-footed boj of about 
fourteen, after the car bad passed him, ran after it, and then, 
holding on behind, he very cunningly kept his eye on the whip. 
Observing that when I turned towards him I did not frown, 
he smiled, looked at the la^ at me, and then smiled again, 
until, conspiring with him against the driver, I oocasionallj 
now and then treacherously fed him with a halfpenny. 

Descending a narrow valley, through which runs a small 
stream, we now trotted through the welcome street of the 
sea-bathing town of Westport, nearly all built by the late 
Marquis of Sligo. 

On driving at about six o'clock up to a capital inn, built 
and ftimished by the late Lord, I was suddenly and politelj 
asked by the landlord whether I would have any objection to 
sit down with some other gentlemen to a hot dinner whi<^ 
was just about to be placed on table? And as the subject of 
dinner had occasionally been uppermost in my mind for some 
hours, I most readily replied in the negative. 

" Has this mam any claim upon you ?" kindly added mine 
host, pointing to a fellow muttering something to me, in a hat 
the brim of which had apparently been gnawed off by rats^ 
and in a pair of breeches that looked as if they had just been 
riddled with grape, canister, and musketry. I again, 9& 
briefly as before, replied in the negative ; and b^ging that I 
might have some hot water, I was conducted by a veiy re- 
spectable-looking chambermaid into a room containing two 
beds, one of which she said I could have ; in short, I found tfaa^ 
the house was overflowing with English tourists, each carry- 
ing in his or her right hand a pea-green ' Handbook,' that M 
been given gratis at Euston Station, and which, very unfor- 
tunately for me, had gratuitously told almost every body to 
come to Westport. Without asking for a description of my 
bedfellow, I at once so positively declared I would not bavtf 
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one, that by persuasion and more effectual means I extorted a 
promise that I should be alone. At dinner we had a splendid 
-turbot^ with a superabundance of lobster-sauce ; but as I was 
Tather too hungry to be at all particular, nothing else has lived 
in my memory excepting some potatoes of a sort called ^ Prt^ 
esUmts^ which, on my making some remark as to the oddity 
of their name, elicited from the waiter, as^with a white napkin 
under his left arm he bustled around the table, an anecdote, 
showing how a gentleman had won a sovereign by bettmg 
with a party of jolly good Papbts, with whom he was dining, 
** that he could prove there were, at table, more Protatants^ 
than Catholics.'* 

As soon as our repast was over I walked for a short time 
about broad streets, (most of which were at right angles,) of 
houses two stories high, constructed on the acclivity of an ex- 
ceedingly steep hill. At the intersection of four of the prin- 
» cipal thoroughfares I observed on a Grecian pedestal the 
statue of a bald-headed hero of some sort, standing with his 
right hand on his heart, and evidently thinking hard. ** Who 
is thati" said I to a wet boy, on whose bare head the rain 
was steadily pattering. '^ He was,** he replied, *^ a rich mam 
of this place, and so they made hum a startu." 

From the statue of Dives I went to the barracks of the 
constabulary, where I found the beds of a sub-inspector, a 
head-constable, two Protestant constables, and nine sttbt 
constables, of whom eight were Roman Catholics and one a 
Protestant. Of the above force, eight, with the sub-inspector, 
and twenty-seven more from other parts, had the day before 
proceeded to Clare Island, a most beautiful, elevated spot^ 
about four miles long by one and a half broad, situated in the 
entrance of Clew Bay, nearly seventeen miles from West- 
port, for the purposes of eviction. 

The head-constable, an exceedingly well-educated, intellt 
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gent man, wbo had been at Weslport five years, and who bad 
been present at nearly all the numerous evictions in its neigh- 
bourhood, told me that, although in unroolii^ the houses the 
women ojften stood by, crying bitterly, excepting a trifling 
anidiosity at KHmeen, no resistance whatever had been made. 

^ They have always," he added, ^' been quite amenable to 
the law. Indeed, considering their sufferings at the time, it 
was a matter of wonder they were so submissive." 

**You must surely," said I, "sometimes have had great 
diffioSlty in the execution of this duty T 

•* Well, SIT," he replied, ** we certainly have, but we en- 
deavour to joke off any thing that is said against us ; and even 
if it comes to blows, we will bear a good deal rather than 
have recourse to deadly weapons." 

^ Has there been much crime in the ootinty 1" 

'^None whatever," he replied-^" some petty laro^iies^ 
tliKt's all" 

*' Have you had any religious disagreements among your 
force?" 

"^ Oh, no !" he replied, ^ if any person insults one he insults 
alL Our force is paraded, as on other days^ every Sun- 
day. Every man then goes off to his own place of wor- 
ship." 

I asked him from whom I could obtain the most correct 
aocount of the numerous conversions to Protestantism which 
of late years had been efibcted in the West of Ireland. In 
eompliance widi my wishes he at once conducted me to two 
gentlemen who appeared to be well conversant with the 
subject 

The serious mistake which the English Government made 
long ago was appointing Protestant clergymen who could not 
preach in Irish to localities in which the native language was 
in current use. In those loealit^ea, as well as in all others, a 
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zenlous CSfttholio priest has ofttHrally alwAys deemed it Ut 
duty, by every means in his power, to keep his own flock sep» 
arate from those of a different creed ; and as the same policy 
^wasnot pursued by the Protestant deigy, it follows, of ooursCi 
that conversions, if any, were more likdly to be effected from 
the latter creed than to it 

As death, however, is said to level all earthly distinotioBy 
so did the famine in 1846 bring thQ suffering Catholics and the 
Protestant clergy into dose communication. Hie poor, when 
they saw the tenderness and inde&tigaUe exertion of the 
clergy of the Established Church, applied to them for relief-* 
obtained it — and the barrier of prejudice which had squomted 
them having be^i thus broken, they listened to their doctriaei^ 
and, being simultaneously relieved by their charity, they will« 
ingly became converts to a religion which they practically 
ibund to be so different from what it had been represented to 
them. But the greatest success has been among the Roman 
Catholic children, who, having in like manner originally been 
fbrced by famine to congregate around the Protestant <deigy, 
have had the Bible put into their hands, and by it and by the 
schools have subsequently been converted. 

The innumerable conversions which, from their commence- 
ment in the little island of Achil in 1835 to the present day» 
have been effected in the West of Ireland, from Achil to Din- 
gle, and from Dingle to Oughterard, in the counties of Done- 
gal, Cork, Kerry, and even in Dublin, have been most exten- 
sive and extraordinary. For instance, in the town of West- 
port there are now three Protestant churches, and five m(»re 
in the parish, extending over an area of 153,675 acres. At 
Clifden the conversion burst out so rapidly that already by 
far the greater portion of the inhabitants are Protestants. 
Indeed, the extent of the change that has been efiected la 
sufficiently demonstrated by the recent violence of the Roman 
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Gatfaolio priesthood, espeeially a^ainsl education : for, as may 
be well imagined, it is impossible to have educated, as has 
been the case, nearly half a million of children for twenty 
years, on the National system I have described, without pro< 
diioing immense eflfeots. The Sisters of Mercy zealously 
combine with the priests to stop the movement^ and their 
eflbrts are extraordinary. In short, every engine is brought 
to bear against this alarming conversion ; a regularly organ- 
ized denunciation is levelled against all aiders and abettors 
of the Protestant missionaries, as well as against every one 
who affords them any countenance whatever. Any Roman 
Catholic who listens to a Protestant clergyman, or to a Scrip- 
ture reader, is denounced as a marked man, and people are 
forbidden to have any dealings with him in trade or businesS| 
to sell him food, or buy it of him. For instance, a shoe- 
maker at Westport lately seceded from the Catholic Church ; 
the Sisters immediately offered him 2/. a week, which he re- 
fused. Not a journeyman dared work for him. A priest 
went round to every man that dealt with him, until only one 
person would sell him leather ; in short, he lost his custom, 
and rapidly came to a state of starvation. 

It is, however, only fair to state that by the Roman Cath- 
olic priesthood it is declared, that of this extraordinary 
amount of conversion, which they do not attempt to deny, 
almost the whole has been effected by what they call " the 
meal system ;" and, accordingly, they sneer at those who have 
deserted them as "jumpers," belonging to what they term 
" the stirabout religion." 

I must say, however, that I highly approve of this stirabout 
movement 

It would, no doubt, be extremely satis&ctory if, among 
the followers of different creeds, the question of religion could 
be left entirely to find its own level according to its own 
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intrinsic merits ; and, if this calm judgment ooold praolicftlly 
l>e obtained, I believe the Protestant religion woald gain' all 
it oonld possibly desire. But there egdsts no religion whose 
ministers are immaculate. On the contrary, excited by teal 
and enthusiasm, they but too often contend one agiunst ao> 
other, imtil, in the case of Protestants and Catholics, not only 
has much angry language been used throu|^out Ireland, but 
in a late instance, over the body of a dying convert to Prot- 
estantism, the two ministers, as is notorious, actually came 
to blows. As the subject, therefore, is not, and cannot be, 
one of calm, unruffled judgment, it appears to me that, mstead 
of there being any harm, there is much good in the benevo- 
lent Christian practice that has lately been adopted by the 
Protestant missionaries in Ireland, of offering a wholesome 
breakfast of meal to all indigent children who may be de- 
sirous to attend their schools ; for what can more dearly dem- 
onstrate to young people the inestimable advantages of the 
Christian &ith than that its ministers and supporters should 
openly practise the charity they preach, so powerfully recom- 
mended, as follows, by St Paul % — 

« Thougji I speak witb the toDgnesof men and fA angeSi^ and have not 
charity, I am beocMxie as sounding braaa or a tbUipg cymbaL . . . And 
now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; but Ihe greatest of these 
is charity.** — 1 Cor. xiil 

But it is said, ^ Meal is a bribe, and people ought not to be 
hiibed to change their religion." 

But a slated house is a bribe, desks are bribes, benches 
are bribes, books are a bribe, pens are a bribe, ii^ is a bribe, 
yellow soap is a bribe, a towel is a bribe; and, aocordii^^ly, 
if little cUldren are to find all these artides for themselves, 
how barren and undlaritable is the invitation that is made to 
them! But the poor of Ireland have not the money to pay 

7 
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for these elements of eduoation ; and if, tberefore, it be abeo- 
liitely necessary for the rich to provide their children with a 
comfortable school-room, wash their faces and hands, and give 
them books, ink, pens, and paper, surely there can be no great 
sm in filling their poor little hungry stomachs as well as their 
empty heads. 

I, therefore, most earnestly and fervently hope that all who 
are friendly to the Irish will promote the good cause of sup- 
ply ing these distant schools with meal. In this friendly e£R>rt 
the rich Protestant has the power of contributing infinitely 
more, and consequently of producing infinitely more e£^t, 
than the poorer Catholic; but while religious antagonism 
ought, generally speaking, to be condemned, in ikU stru^le 
the poor children, whichever way the scale may preponderate, 
are sure to be the gainers by the contention ; and with this 
prayer and recommendation in th^ir behalf after the toils of 
my journey, I must now wish my gentle reader "^ Good night !" 
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On rising at nx o*clock, I found the wind had chopped 
round to the north-west, and that there was every prospect of 
a fine day — ^in short, the weather had apparently run itself 
quite dry, and as ray travelling-bag of halfpence was nearly 
in the same state, after walking for a short time about the 
town, I entered a lai^e ale-house to beg change. 

^ Have the evictions in this neighbourhood done you much 
harm 1" I inquired of a large man of about fifty, as very 
good-humouredly he was counting out from a small heap of 
copper. 

*^ It^s ruining us all !'* he replied. *' I now take 5A at fitirs 
where I used to take 20^, and on market-days \l, where I used 
to get 7/," 
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I had ordered breakfast, and as soon as I entered the lai^ 
parlour of the inn, I found its table heavily prepared for about 
twenty people. Looking out of the window for some little 
time, I fancied I was in the room by myself; however, on 
hearing a slight muttering, I turned towards it, and then I 
perceived the jet-black back and head of a very short priest 
on his knees, praying. As soon as the eggs came in he got 
up, and, as we were similarly disposed, we both sat down to 
breakfast together. His &ce, which was rather round and 
red, was completely covered with little pimples; his neck 
was nil. However, in spite Of all, he was very communica- 
tive, and so fond of talking, that, as he sat eating and inces- 
santly chattering to me, constantly repeating what he had 
just said, both corners of his mouth soon became as yellow as 
those of a young blackbird. He had ordered his bill^ and it 
was lying before him. 

^ They never," said he, glancing at it, and then addressing 
himself to me, " charge a priest as much as they do others. 
They will charge you here 1«. M. or 2«. for your bed ; they 
charge me 1«. We never say a word about reduction ; and 
they do it of their own accord. When the cholera raged we 
were at their bedsides. We charged them nothingi and they 
appreciated it In return, they never charge us as much as 
others, but we never say a word for it." 

When my bOl came, — for one's bill at an inn, like death, 
is sure to come, — I asked the waiter what effect the evictions 
in. the neighbourhood had had on the town. 

" They have ruined it," he replied ; " the poor used to sup- 
port the rich ; now that the poor are gone the rich sihop-keep- 
ers are all failing. Our town is full of empty shops, and, 
after all, the landlord himself is now being ruined !" 

As soon as I had defrayed my account, the waiter stepped 
aside to a table, from which he returned with a lai^e book, in 
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-mkaAk he aflked me to be so good as lo inseribe my opinkm — 
whaterer il mi^ be — erf* the aooommodadoii I had received. 
Afl^ however, 1 had really totally forgotfteir all about the tor- 
boC and lobeter gaoce, — ^had aiept so soundly that I had never 
lor an instaiit thought about the bed, — and as the priest had 
talked so incessantly, that for the life <^ me I could not ao- 
euratdly state how many ^gg we had eat^ I esuused my- 
self from oomplying with hb request. In justice, however, 
to the Boyal Hotel, Westport, I should say that on glancing 
over the leaves I read as follows : — 

*]fr.iiidl^H.aiMiHiBBH:,af ^Btetk^Yorinfaire. We Imye fsoid 

•very tlnog T«7 oom&rtable." 

"Jo^tDdlfniP^liiBS P^MlnD^aiidlfin R^lumsfiMiiidthisaocBi- 
ivtaUehooML Tlie host and his people an ToiysttfliitiTe and aooomnio- 



*I hftye been in wonse and better hotels in this ooimtT: 

(Signed) -P.a- 

*I have travelled over a great part of the world, and was never better 
entertained t^ in this establishment (Signed) "?.!«." 

**Ihayenrach pleaaorein contributii^ my experience to the above oom- 
pUmentk as a hotel so worthy of praise in every department^ whether in 
London, Dablin, or elsewhere, has never come under my notioe. 

^ (Signed) «L.T,ofR.'* 

« Capital aocommodatioD. (Signed) ^'Y.L* 

My car was now at the door, and, bidding adieu to the 
landlord, whom I found at its ^de, I trotted sideways through 
the broad macadamized street until its acclivity brought our 
animal to a walk. At this sober pace we passed an immense 
union* workhouse, which in 1848, when " the famine was sore 
in the land," had administered out-door and io^ioor relief to 
no less than sixty thousand persons. 

On reaching the summit of the hill I observed, ^ looking 
behind over the town beneath, that during the rain and mist 
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of the previous day I had unoonsciomly passed a range of 
undulating mountains, the outline of whidi iras now bold, 
clear, and distinct At a short distance in fnmt of us, on the 
right, was Croagh-Patrick, commonly called St. Patrick's 
Reek, a magnificent mountain standing by itself Its base 
and centre appeared to be covered with brown heather, wUeh 
became more and more stunted, until its summit — ^a sharp- 
pointed pinnacle 2610 feet above the sea, and fh>m whence ft 
is said can }>e seen a distance of nearly a hundred miles — 
ended in bald sterility. Beneath it appeared the Atlantie and 
Clare Island. Before us was an open country teeming with 
large stones and bog, with here and there small brown or 
white cabins, from each of which in its peaceful solitude was 
to be 9%KL meandering iqmards into the fresh, pure moniing 
air a small, riiort thread of white sm<^e. As we trotted 
along we passed a large, solid, new Protestant churdi^ nearly 
finished. 

" When was the building of that church commenced 1** said 
I to a man seated at my bade, whose face I had not yet seen. 
" Yere Am'r," replied a sharp, intelligient voice, '^Fm a stran- 
ger here like yereself : I only druff two gintlemen into Wes> 
port yesterday from Sligo — ikafs my country ! — ^but the 
master's horses were all engaged this morning, and so he asked 
< Would I take yere AmV V " Som^ow or other I felt qmte 
pleased at the intelligence that I was to have no assistance but 
my own eyes, for the day, as compared with its predecessor 
in office, was so lovely, and the prospect of entering the 
Connemara district so exhilarating, that I felt it mattered but 
little by whal human names or nicknames the objects I was 
about to visit might be designated. ^ At all events," thought 
I, *' I shall always meet somebody or other who will be able 
tot^llme." 

On my right, rushing down the side of a precipitous rode, 



150 A FOBTSIQBT IS JRELAKD. 

WM a slender stream <^ bog*irater, nearly the coloor of 
tawnj port wine, and ahortJj afterwards we passed a solitary 
• cabin unroofed. 

^ What do yon think,*^ said I, leaning on my right elbow, 
as if disposed, in colloquial friendship, to meet my conductor 
half way, " What do you think of this system of eviction t" 

" Yere Am'r," he replied, " it's just the ruin of the poor 
man. Before, every man had his four, five, eight, or even tin 
acres. He was ridi, for his pitaturs kept him, his &mily, his 
horses, and his cows. He had arlways the pig to back him, 
and so at the half-year he could mate his landlord. Any body 
might thin travel through the counthry with divil a halfpenny. 
They would be glad to have ye to converse with ye, give ye 
a good^bed," (I thought of a certain belLrope I had seen,) 
^ suppir, breakfast, and not seek of ye any thing." 

'* But," said I, ^ could they manage to subsist enHrely on 
potatoes r 

" Sure, yere^ Am'r," ^ replied, " with pitaturs they fed** 
.(with his whip he here enumerated the following animals cxi 
the fingers of his left hand) ^' their pags, — ^toorkies, — gaise, — 
. fools, — dooks, — hins, — and harses." 

" Will sheep eat them 1" I inquired. 

"Troth, yere Am'r," he replied, "they'll root um! Thim 
black crows steal pitaturs. Och !" he said, looking at me 
very archly as he shook his whip at one, " they're the biggest 
viUins, yere Am'r !" 

" That mare of yours is thorough-bred, ism't she I** I asked. 

"Yes, indeed, yere Aru'r, she's well got" 

" Will donkeys," said I — we were at the moment passic^ 
one that was grazing afar off—" eat potatoes ?" 

" Oh, yes, yere Am'r, and our dogs will ate^ um too. 
Gintlemen's dogs ate um with milk ; but ours, troth ! they'll 
, ate um quite dry !" 
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We now passed a few patches of oats, as also some small 
fields of potatoes growing around a few stone-walled cabins, 
tJie thatched roo& of which, at intervals of about a foot, were 
oovered with straw ropes, at the end of each of which hung a 
stone, weighing about 20 lbs. 

" What is all that for t" I inquired. 

" To keep down the roof, jere AmV, during the winds of 
•winter," he replied. 

In the low hills six miles from Westport we now passed, 
close on our right, a large whitewa^ed building with sable 
wooden shutters that were closed. Above the door I ob- 
served a black board, on which was written in white letters, 

Carrxkbnkot 
National School. 

About a mile beyond this building — ^which. as f passed, I 
inwardly hailed as the best means, under Providence, of 
bringing tc^ether, in friendly communication, the Catholic and 
Protestant children of Ireland — in a spacious flat of heath and 
swamp, forming altogether a sf^endid grouse and snipe coun- 
try, I observed, without spire, a white Catholic church, which, 
excepting one whitewashed cottage with a straw-roped roo( 
were the only habitations to be seen. Over the sides of the 
mountains on my right, as well as across the great level 
before me, magnificent shadows of clouds were slowly passing. 
On the top of a small bush, close to the solitary little white 
cabin, lay extended to sun and air the only emblem of animal 
life I could any where behold, a madder-red woollen petti- 
coat.. 

Afler looking for a few seconds at the- churdi, which, like 
the school-house we had just passed, ought to unite together 
in brotherly love the whole Cliristtan family of Ireland, — 
" What do you pay your priests 1" said I. 
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He relied, ^* For getting married the poorest pay from 
25*. to 20*. ; thoee that attiod give from 2t. 6d. to 1«. ; 'Mtm 
are the poorest. For baptizing a child thej pay 29. 6dL, and 
the ghoisip's name goes down after the child's name, lNit.the 
ghossips pay nothing at arL At Christmas and Aister the 
poor people pay hum 1«.; the shorpkeepers '11 pay ham IZ." 

After, trotting for a short distance along the banks of a 
small rapid river, of dark, ridi, tawny-coloured water, here 
and there breaking white oyer laige stones, among whidi were, 
I was afterwards told, a quantity of salmon, — 

^ What are those forf' said I, pointing to a little potato- 
field, ftdl of tall, iqpright sticks, on the top of several of whidi 
was afiixed a peat 

" To frighten away the crows, yere Ara'r. They take a 
note arf um, that they may be a mam's hat." 

We now stopped for a few minutes to bait our horse at a 
small house close to the river and bridge of Errib. The 
kitchen I entered was, as usual, full of smoke ; and yet I was 
much struck with the gentle, pleasing manner of its mistress 
as she lighted for the driver a large match of wood that flared 
as if it had been soaked in spermaceti oiL 

" It's yere bog-wood," said the driver to her, " isn't uti" 

^ Tissur l" was her answer to him. 

As we drove away, ^ God speed ye !" said her husband to 
us, slightly waving his hand to us in adieu. 

We now continued our course along the bank of the river, 
that appeared to be rushing more violently than before. On 
each side of us were mountains. In a little green valley 
stood, mourning together over the loss they had severaUy 
sustained, the stone walls and sharp triangular gables of eight 
unroofed cabins. At a short distance fi*om them appeared, 
as if it had just risen out of the ground, a brand-new good 
house. 
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Two little girlfl about fourteen years of age, with their 
plaids over their heads, lay together on the side of the grassy 
valley, and without raising an eye towards our car, whidi 
passed dose- to Ihem, they continued playing at the old- 
lashioned English school-game of throwing into the air small 
8t(Mies arid catching them on the backs of their right hands. 
Not a cabin was in sight 

'* Very honest people in this country f said I to the driver. 

" Sure, yere ArnV might travel by yereself here a' night 
Divil a word woald any man say to ye." 

At fourteen miles from Westport we came to a beautiful 
narrow lake, at the head of which a number of workmen were 
busily erecting a large, substantial stone Protestant church| 
with Gothic windows. 

^ Thart's,'' said the driver, as he pointed at it with his 
whip, " for what we ca' ' joompers ;' but if the pitaturs would 
return, they'd a' come back. They would, indade, yere 
AmV 

Opposite to the church, imbedded in trees, was a most 
beautiful retreat, called ^ Ashley Lodge,'' belonging to the 
Hon. David Plunket, (brother to the Bishop of Tuam,) who 
has lately purchased from the Marquis of Sligo the whole 
range of mountains for three miles. Adjoining is a similar 
property of about 10,000 acres, purchased, I was informed, by 
Captain Houston a short time ago at the rate of %^, an acre. 
I here passed on the road two or three groups of children, all, 
especially the girls, strikingly clean and neatly dressed. Fol- 
lowing them at some distance was a tall, slight, intelligent 
gentleman, whose black clothes and white neckcloth clearly 
«(zplained to me that he was a Protestant clergyman, i a<v 
cordingly desired the driver to poll up, and for a few moments 
conversed with the Rev. Weldon Ashe, who informed me 
that, although the c^rardi was not yet built, his con^egation 

7» 
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Mnoanted to 102 penoiit. Jimt as I was leairing Inm, I made 
flonie observations on the pleasing appearance of hw childreD* 
^ We teaoh them cleanly habits," he replied. 

^ They were all baptised Catholics," said my driyer to me, 
with great energy, the instant we were alone. " Fm as sure 
of nt, yere Am'r, as I am that i hould this whup. But, poor 
craters, whart could they do ?" 

My attention was now engrossed by a view, immediately 
before tis, of what appeared to be a beautiful serpentine lake, 
but which, in fact, was an arm of the sea, ten 'miles long, called 
Killary Harbour, dividing the counties of Mayo and Galway. 

As we trotted along the shore, its only habitations appeared 
to be eight unroofed cabins, surrounded by a few poplar-trees 
and whitethorns, a good-sized old post-house, a new rival one, 
and the clean white barrack of the constabulary. On arriving 
at the latter, I entered it, desiring the driver to go to t^e poet- 
house. 

The little force established on this sequestered spot, coii- 
sisted of one constable (a Catholic) and four sul>constables, 
(two Protestants and two Catholics,) who had been herefrom 
two to four years. All were in full uniform ; the buttons of 
their coats and the brass plates of their waist-belts shone re- 
splendently. The walls, which have been regularly lime- 
washed by themselves once a month, were as white as snow, 
and the staircase and floors of the room were literally as cleaa 
as an English dairy. The constable told me that the new 
proprietors of the country in the neighbourhood had been un- 
roofing the cabins since 1848. 

'' What has become of the evicted ?" I inquired. 

** Some," he replied, ^ have gone to America, some to Ei^ 
land, some into the poor-house, and some are dead." 

^ Have you had any disturbances here?" I asked. 

**' There has," he replied, ^ been no outrage or crime of ai^ 



sort committed here Ibr tkree months;" ooireedng himeell!| he 
added, ^ when Patrick M* Anus's wife was baten we took the 
two that did it, and they have both been lodged in jail." 

«" How far is ^wir Gatholic church off?" He replied, "* Five 
miks." 

To mj gteat surprise he then told me, in answer to my 
inquiries on the subject, that he and his little party could ob- 
tain no provisions nearer than Westport, not even potatoes ! 
^ We tritsd," he said, ^ the other day to geC one stone ot them, 
but nobody would sell them. They say they want what they 
have got, or think they are failing, and that they'll have too 
little for themselves. We send," he added, ^^two of our 
party, with a horse and cart, once a month to Westport, to 
bay meal, flour, potatoes, bacon, fresh beef, and we then com 
it. Thro'out the year we live almost entirely on salt pro- 
visions. At Christmas we buy a sheep among ourselves.^ 

'* Whose potatoes are tho^e /" said I, pointing to a plot not 
three yards from me, without a fence of any sort. 

** They belong," he replied, " to the hotel-keeper." 

^. Why, surely," 1 observed, with an astonishmeftt I could 
scarcely conceal, ** he would allow you a few f 

" Divil a stone, sir ! For nearly three years we have not 
been able to btiy a potato." 

Before me on the hill were amicably grazing together sev- 
eral sheep and cows, and as I looked at them, and reflected 
that the next^oor neighbi^ur of the constabulary would not 
allow to them a single potato out of the lot that were literally 
growing almost beneath their feet, I could not help muttering 
to myself— 

"Sic T08 noQ Yobifl.* 

On arriving at the post-house I found playing very sweetly 
before if a piper, at whose feet, knitting socks were sitting 
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four women and Aree oUdren, maid, ng^ed, red pettiooatB. 
I had never before keard the Irish bagpipe, wiiieh is ;^yed 
with bellowB instead of by the breath, fmd I was partieolsrl j , 
admiring its baas notes, when, aU of a sudden, the women and 
girls jumped up, and, casting my eyes down the road, I saw, 
rocking, and reeling, and rapidly approndnng me, cme of 
Bianooni's three-horsed oars, aooompanied on each side by a 
swarm of girls from twelve to eighteen, all in red petticoats, 
and all with extended hands offering to passengers, whose 
knees they oould toudi, scarlet and white sodis* 

As soon as the car reached the post-house, at which it was 
to change horses, the arms and stockings wane, if possible, 
more earnestly extended than before. 

The passengers, who on eaeh side of the carriage appeared 
oloeely packed together, side by side, as if for sale or exhibi- 
tion, were nearly all composed of English wide-awake travel- 
lers, most of whom held in their haxtds a certain pea-green 
book. Among th»n, with kid gloves on her hands, with a 
parasol on her lap, and in a gown tiiat modestly covered her 
shoes, sat a tall, lusty, finely-dressed lady, of about forty, who 
appeared to be the pattern of a good honsewifo. Every 
feature in her &oe demonstrated that she knew how to pre- 
serve, pickle, and otherwise superintend the various items 
that make the inside of a good home comfortable ; but she 
was evidently bored to death by the group <A vile, naked^ 
legged, bare-footed Irish savage that were bussing about her. 
Averting and slightly tossing her head, she had already said 
'^ La !" once ; and as that word comprehended all ,that oould 
possibly be said on this subject, she very properly would 
neither answer them nor again even look at them. In a very 
few minutes the fresh horses were affixed, and away drove 
the car at a brisk trot^ foUorwed by its escort of red (iuttmng 
petticoats ; and certainly nothing oauld be wilder than the 



MY TOUR. 167 

picture of the whole group following the s erpc n t i pe eoone 
of the bay, until patting a small promoatory it at last totally 
disappeared from Tiew. The oonataUe, who had aooon^Miiied 
me from his barrack, told me that these children had joined 
the car at two or three miles from the post-hou^e, and after 
its departure usually followed it for about the same distance. 

At the post-house called Leenane there was no fresh 
hone; ^*but," said my driver to me, as he af^rised me of 
the calamity, ^^ sure, yere AmV, and FU not lave ye ; so I'm 
baiting my harse to take yere AmV on." And having thus a 
few minutes to spare, as the readiest mode of disposing of 
them, I ascended the mountain-side, which was dose to the 
road, to a small promontory. On turning round to look at 
the view, I beheld before me, on the oppoute side of the 
beantiftil serpentine salt-lake beneath, stupendous hills, heath- 
eriess, but eovwed with green, rank, sedgy gniss^ which faded 
at the sunmiit into gray sterile rock. On the left was Mewl- 
rea^ the highest mountain (2688 feet) in the west of Ireland. 
While I was slowly ascending, I had more than onee, sud- 
denly and very peremptorily, exclaimed, '^ Be off with ye, 
jou yoiHig Tagabond P' to a boy of about twelve years of 
age, who, with a pair of bright-red soeks in his hand, had^ like 
ft woU; followed me from the road. At eadi angry exclama- 
tion, the boy, as I turned round upon him, stepped back, and, 
showing me a set of white teeth and a pair of laughing eyes, 
I felt 1 had the worst of it, until, by his pleasing manners and 
pretty lisMe, he succeeded ia terminating Uie war that had been 
wa^ng between us« 

^' Have you any li»ther T I inquired. 

'^ No," he answered ; ^ be was taken up for fishing, and 
died in prisim." 

'^ Have yott ever in the course of your life," said. I, locdc- 
ii^ at his t^n toes/Vwom ^hoes r 
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^ Nef«r, jore hn^t^ 1m repliedL 

«" WiMt hurto your feet nKwt r Mud I, tiuBking «t the mo- 
BMDt of the flkvp raaoadamiaed road beneath ue. 

^'Soow!" he replied. 

<« Why r I if^ranUy asked. 

** Snow 18 cauld, yere AmV P relied the boy. 

"^ Rain is bad r he added. 

" Why r I asked. 

** You take caiild out of the lain,'^ he re|^ed. 

"* Is hot weather bad r 

*^ No, if it wouldn't be too hot en^rely." 

"^ When it M too hot, what does it doT I adied. 

** Take some of the skin arf 'em, sir !" he replied. 

*< Don't the stones cut your feet?" 

" Very seldom !" he replied, with a smile ; and yet, when 
I made him riiow me one of them, I was surprised to see 
that, excepting the heel and ball, wl^idi felt hard and springy, 
like India-rubber, the rest of his little foot was apparently 
almost as soft as if he had lived in shoes on a Broasds 
carpet 

As, however, I could now see that the car was ready, we 
descended to the post-house, and, on entering it for a moment, 
I found a small, nicely furnished bedroom and parlour, 
forming comfortable fishing quarters for any one of the 
numerous fhmily of Isaac Walton who visit this neighbour- 
hood. 

As we quietly trotted along the road that, at about t&a or 
twenty feet above it, obsequiously followed the lake, whidi, 
thoagh here and there slightly awakened by a momentary 
breeze, was, generally speaking, enjoying a siesta, we were 
surrounded by highland scenery of magnificent descriptioB. 
One of the mountains, curiouriy scooped out, resembled the 
seetion of a vokaoic crater. At its base, like a i^eok, was 
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an unroofed cabin, minounded by the rains of little walla, 
apparently abort hieroglyphic memoranda of its history. On 
taking leave of the lake, we went through a rocky pat8| at 
the end of which there suddenly burst upon my view the 
distant " Twelve Pins,*' or '* Benna Beola," of Connemara, a 
group or &mi]y of wild, high, bleak, barren mountains, of 
very striking appearance. After crossing, by a bridge, a 
small stream, near which was a cascade, the road condttcted 
US through a boggy space, about two miles long and one 
broad, of coarse grass, completely surrounded on every side 
by mountainous hills of all <6hape8. Excepting three wild 
ducks that, from a small lake, rose, and then, as if spell- 
bound, with extended necks, continued flying in droles above 
it, not a living being was to be seen, or a habitation of any 
sort. 

At last we came to a few goats grazing near an unroofed ^ 
cabin, of which only one frail gable remained. 

The number of unroofed houses I passed was to me a 
subject not only of unoeasing regret, but of aafeoniahment. 

The census return of 1851, as compared with that of 1841, 
shows a diminution of inhabited houses in Ireland of 21 per 
cent. ! or, in actual numbers, there were in the former year 
no less than 281,104 fewer inhabited houses than in the latter; 
and, accordingly, the same return shows a diminution in the 
number of families of 265,'^85. And Uiese figures, whieh 
very accurately confirm each other, moreover show that the 
15,814 remaining families must either have been crowded 
into the houses still remaining, or have taken shelter in the 
w<vkhous6s or towns, the latter having, it is w^l known, 
received large numbers of the rural poor, just as the former 
sheltered those who were wholly destitute. 

It mttst not, however, be considered that the cabins and 
faeoees Ihat have disai^eered haree/^beeA levelled or Oft* 
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roofed by tbe process of evictioa; for in a Terj great many 
oases the occupiers were removed with their own cmseot, 
and, moreover, were assisted to emigrate. In many in- 
stances improving landlords have built better cottages for 
their tenants before throwing down the old ones. 

. Adjoining the ruined cabin that had so particularly at- 
tracted my attention, was a small white Catholic diapel with 
ahited roof; and by the roadside, as its guardian angel, sat 
by himself, bare-headed and bare-footed, a beautiful child of 
about two years of i^e. 

A mile further, near the head of Kylmore Lake, which is 
nearly a mile long, we suddenly drove by a Protestant 
•chool4iouse and six comfortable cottages in a line, all building 
for widows and children. 

** Are all these hills in .winter covered with snowl'' said I 
to a large, coarse, strong, bony, useful young woman, as the 
car trotted by her. 

^'They do, sir," she replied. 

A little further on, dose to the water, I observed, 8o^ 
rounded by a high wall, a quadrangular line of cottages on a 
stony hill, cc»structed in 1848 for a workhouse, but now 
deserted. 

At the head of the lake, on which there was at the mo- 
ment gambolling a beautiful ripple, I observed a good hotel, 
and as we were trotting towards it along the road dose to the 
water's edge, we met a well-attired gentleman, comfcnrtably 
walking with a lady leaning on each of his arms, — ^both 
dressed in stlk, and both with paradols in their hands. Ex- 
eepting the inn and the deserted workhouse, not a habitation 
was to be seen. The stones at the bottom of the lake, in 
which there is no mud, were, near its brier-covered banks, 
glittering in tiie sun. At the extremity of the water we 
-pMBsed atoaettt aiaddr impending rodes of great beauty, the 
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clefts in which were teeming with heather and with bnub- 
wood, composed of beech, hazel, and strong briers. 

Trayersing a second defile of about 100 yards in length, 
we burst upon another smaller lake, the perpendicular right 
bank of which was covered, as before, with wood, among 
which I observed a quantity of holly-trees growing very lux- 
uriantly. At eight miles from Leenane we passed asubstau- 
tial house with smoking chimneys, belonging to an Englidi- 
man, Mr. Eastwood, of Liverpool, the owner of upwards of 
1000 acres bordering on the lake. Here we fi>und fields of 
oats, and dose to the road a herd of thirty cows and a mag- 
nificent bull, all budly grazing. In the midst <^ them, in- 
tently knitting, there sat on the ground, in a madder-red pet- 
ticoat and chequered shawl, a fine-looking Connemara girl of 
about eighteen. 

From this beautifiil lake ran a strong stream, whieh, after 
we had crossed it by a bridge, continued for some time along- 
side of the road. Before us, at a considerable distance, was a 
large, lofiy, solitary mountain. On our right and left were 
low, rocky hills. 

Immediately under a lofty mountain, called MoHess, we 
suddenly burst upon the magnificent salt-water harbour of 
Ballynakill ; and on stopping at a small hotel beside it, a 
number of little girls in bright-red petticoats ran up to me. 

^*Take some dt'monds, yere Am'r!" they all ezolaimed, 
extending at once their slight arms and small hands^ in wMoh 
I saw glittering a few tiny bits of white crystal. 

But my attention was engrossed by a very handsome, 
large^ well-built Protestant church immediately before me, 
which only a few days ago was consecrated by the ]Kshc^ of 
Tuam.- 

Its site has been most happfly choeen where the windmg 
road ftom Clifden to tiie Killeries approadm tiie beautiful 
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bay of Ballynakill, in the immediate vicinity of some of the 
most improved parts of that romantic district The drarch, 
on the day of its consecration, was, I was informed, densely 
crowded, not only by the rich, poor, and poorest classes of 
the surrounding country, but by thirty dei^men of the 
Established Church, as also by several people from England. 
The ceremony, ornamented by the grand mountain scenery 
around, wi», no doubt, calculated to pake a deep and lasting 
impression on the minds of those who witnessed it. For 
some time, by the skill and enei^y of new settlers, the sur- 
rounding waste of brown bog and heather had been converted 
into corn-fields and pasture, and in the midst of this placid 
picture there now arose a solid building, in which all might 
assemble to invoke together the blessing of the Almighty 
on all sorts and conditions of men. 

Nearly opposite the church stood a very fine house, built 
and occupied by James Ellis, Esq., (a Quaker, brother to the 
late member for Leicester,) who has also just constructed a 
large and commodious school, with a suitable residence for 
the master. He was, moreover, the possessor of a large crop 
of oats on ground that last year was a bog. The principal 
dM>pkeeper, and postmaster, is also an Englishman. 

As usual, I walked for information to the constabulary 
barrack, In which I found, in the same state of dress and 
discipline I have so continually had occasion to describe, one 
constable (a Roman Gatholicy and five sub-constables (four 
Roman Catholics and one Presbyterian). In the constable's 
room I observed " The Works of Josephus," " Smith's Wealth 
of Nations," " Industrial Resources of Ireland," " Chalmers' 
Discourses," " Anecdotes of Napoleon," « Waterton's Wan- 
derings," "Lamartine's History of the Girondists," •'The 
Edinburgh Encyclopaedia," " The Saturday Magazine," with 
eeveral ^her volumes. 
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Oa my asking him wbat were his prineipal duties, he 
readily replied, " Executing warrants generally, and especially 
for poor-laws; arresting those who have absconded from 
W9rkhouse8 with the clothes thereof besides often leaving 
their £uhilies behind ; escorting prisoners by night and by 
day ; patrolling from two to four miles from the station ; 
going to fairs and ' patrons,' on the requirement of a magis- 
trate, where disturbances are expected; attendii^ quarter 
sessions, assizes, and at elections, if called upon." 

On asking him whence he procured provisions, he told 
me that, as he and his men could obtain but little in tlie 
neighbourhood, excepting potatoes, they usually sent to Clif* 
den for their meat and salted it. 

On the side of the harbour, which, being land-locked, looks 
exactly like a beautiful lake, we passed a small, comfortable 
house, built by Mr. Graham, an Englishman, and not iar 
from it, a small stone pier, at which were lying moored 
three boats. Further on was a lai^e, substantial residence, 
just completed by Captain Fletcher, of Dublin, around which 
were growing oats and green crofs. In the surrounding 
heather-covered hills, the summits of which had the soft, 
round appearance of those in Scotland, were to be seen, here 
and there, lower down, patches of 09A». 

We now came to a house called Rockville, a property be- 
longing to Mr. Butler, (a Protestant,) from Carlow. Here a 
beautiful English-looking village church, at the consecration 
of which 300 persons had lately attended, and school-house, 
had been newly built, and a residence for the olei^yman, Mr. 
Lynch, is moreover in progress. In front of Mr. Butler's 
lawn and gardens was a small rocky eminence, on which from 
a slight flag-staff I saw revelling in pure air the British Union 
Jack, beneath which several children were gambolling. The 
young plantations were duiving very luxuriantly. 
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After trotting bj six unroofed cabins, Tictims to tbe prog 
resB of the ciyflixatioa that was striding arouod tfaem, the 
ooontry reverted to grous&^hoodng hills, which again gradu- 
ally dianged into a vast extent of ooarse, rank, sedgy gcpaS) 
in which, as the road wound its serpentine eoursey not a 
habitation was to be seen. Behind it stood the Twelre Pins, 
looking perfectly barren. A little further on was another 
beautiful 'salt lake, an inland branch of the sea, of which we 
had a distant glimpse. 

We now passed a house of modem form, surrounded by 
crops and woods. At four miles from Qifden, towards 
which our tired horse was slowly trotting, the road began 
gradually to descend until we entered a region of heather and 
fhne, in which the flowers of the purple loosestiVe and yel- 
low rag-weed were so blended together that they appeared to 
spring fh>m the same plant. 

<< That's beautiful! isn't it?'' I observed to tiie driver, as 
we came rather suddenly in sight of a fine lake. 

^ Very handsome, indade, sir !" he replied. 

In a solitary potato-field a stout woman, in a red petticoat 
and with bare ankles and feet, was stooping down digging 
potatoes; as we passed dose to her she raised her uncovered 
head, from which hung a quantity of black shaggy hair, as 
wild as the mane of a Shetland pony. On the hill-side above 
her I observed an animal grazing. 

'' Will mules^" said I to the driver, pointing towards it,, 
''eat potatoes?" 

^ Oh yes !" he replied, wiUi a grin: ^ tiieyll poke um np 
wiUi their fate." 

My friend's mouth now began to pucker up, and around 
each eye there gradually appeared such innumerable wrinkles 
of fun, that I saw I had unintentionally touched a ticklish 
point. 



MY Tous. les 

*^ Oh, yes, sir," he added, scarcely able to suppress laugh- 
ter. "Oich! yere Am'r, they're the bloodiest n^es you 
ever see in yere life I They're mortal knowing, and you can 
niver depend on um. Gad! if ye mind urn for twinty 
yares, they'll some day or night all of a sudden turn on ye 
and givj^ ye a kick !" 

W« now entered Clifden, the prindpal town of that west- 
em highland portion of Ireland comprehended under the local > 
names of Jar Connaught, Connemara, and Joyce Country, the 
whole being usually called Connemara, a district about 84 
miles long and 20 in breadth, and comprehending upwards of 
20 capacious harbours fit for the reception of vessels of any 
burden. The best land in Connemara is comprised in the 
neighbourhood around the town« 

Leaving my carpet-bag at the hotel at which I had ordered 
dinner, for it was now past six o'clock, I walked to the union 
workhouse, (an enormous manu&cturing^looking building of 
two rows, one behind the other, eadi row having twenty win- 
dows in front,) situated about two hundred yards from the 
termination of the main street, and, as I only wanted to see 
its inmates, I requested the master to assemble them at once 
in their respective yards. Their numbers were as follows : — 

Able-bodied men, of whom only six were really 

fit to work, and boys aboiTe 15, .169 

Able-bodied femalei above 15, .... 226 

Infirm, 44 

BoyB below 15, . 108 

GirU do., 227 

^'"^ I 82 

Inhoifttta],^) 

Total, ... 846 
At the entrance^te I had observed two messenger-boys^ 
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fifteen and sixteen years of age, witli unusually bandsome 
countenances, and I was surprised to learn that ^ tliey could 
get no work." Hie girls below fifteen, who were dressed in 
blue, without hats or shoes, appeared healthy, but very small; 
many of them had been in the house three or four years. 
The little boys below fifteen were, as I have before observed, 
fearfully diminutive. The women and girls above fifteen 
I found all standing in the yards, in a row, with their backs 
against the wall. Almost every one had an honest counte- 
nance, was dean, but all were bare-footed. The men and boys 
over fifteen, who, generally speaking, looked weak, were 
dressed in clothes so old, that they appeared to be on the 
confines of turning into rags. 

The aged and infirm, principally women, formed, of course, 
a sad scene ; and, as my brief observations were concluded, 
I was not sorry to get once again into the free air. 

On walking towards the inn, I was surprised at the number 
of public buildings 1 could see. In front of me, inclining to the 
lefl, was Bridewell ; not far from it, a comfortable house on 
an eminence, belonging to the parish priest ; and on its right a 
Catholic diapel, the constabulary barrack, and, lastly, a court- 
house. 

Hie town is composed of a principal street, straight, very 
brdad, and about 120 yards in length, of houses of two and 
three stories high, and of another similar but curved street 
joining it at one etid, at an angle of about 45 degrees. At 
the point of junction, I found seated on the ground several 
groups of women and girls, all in red petticoats, and white or 
striped shawls. Some wore caps, while the hair of the re- 
mainder hung loose on their shoulders, with nothing to keep 
it from dangling before their eyes but their ears, belund whi(^ 
a portion of it was more or less neatly packed or poked. 
Before each of them lay a quantity of fhiit or dried fish in a 
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flat basket, but, as there was not in sight a single purchaser, 
patiently and cheerily they sat chattering in Irish, and looking 
into each other's eyes, taking not the sli^test notice of me, 
although for a few minutes I stood among them noting their 
appearance in my book. Close to them, with a £simily of 
weights beneath it, l^as a large iron triangle, in charge of a 
sturdy man called a " craner," whose official duty — ^in consid- 
eration of a salary of 10/. a year, and a small payment fbr 
each article-— consisted in weighing potatoes, com, hay, straw, 
<kc., for the whole community. Two of the constabulary, 
meatly dressed, were standing beside him. At their feet sat 
an extremely pretty, modest-looking young woman, in a ragged 
petticoat mended by, or rather composed o^ patches, no one of 
which was as big as my hand. From her head, twisted into 
beautiful folds, hung an old blanket in rags and tatters. Close 
to her was a tiny circle of little children of about two or three 
years old, cheaply amusing themselves with a heap of dust. 
Below the street, at the end of the town, and at a considerable 
depth, lay a beautiful narrow lake or arm of the sea, called 
Ardhear Bay, on the opposite side of .which green crops and 
oats were growing among rocks in small enclosures, bounded 
by dilapidated stone walls; and about two miles distant ap- 
peared Qifden Castle, to which a quantity of landed property 
in the neighbourhood is attached. 

On returning to the town I entered into conversation with 
an exceedingly intelligent English farmer, who had lately pur- 
chased land in Connemara. He told me that the strong, 
rank, sedgy grass, which from its luxuriance had mudi at- 
tracted my attention, was fit only for rough Irish cattle or 
Isrood mares ; in &ct, that neither sheep nor English bullocks 
would touch it. And on my asking him why throughout the 
country I had that day passed I had scarcely seen any live 
stock he explained to me that on much of the property in the 
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neigfabouiliood, that had been lately porchased, tJiere proved 
to be unexpected arrears of poor-rates, which the purdiaser 
could not conveniently pay ; and, as he knew that if he stocked 
his land with cattle they would be seized, he allowed it^ for 
the present, to remain without them. 

The necessity for some means of focilitating the sale of 
encumbered estates had been appar^it in Ireland for many 
years. Hie extravagant habits of the last century, the estab- 
lishment of *^ middle-men" and of the cottier system, which 
converted the small tenant into a mere rent-producing animal, 
induced the formation of large family settlements, and there- 
by encouraged loans, for which estates, one after another, w^e 
mortgaged. In addition to all this, competition rents, the sys- 
tem of creating 40«. freeholders, of paying for land by labour, 
and the consequent result, namely, a state of barter and of 
low subsistence, produced altogether, early in the present o&a- 
tury, a dimax, the evil consequences of \fhich liie high prices 
of the war temporarily averted. At last, however, the hour 
of retribution arrived. Bents were necessarily diminished ; 
the cholera, the potato disease, and the fiunine consequent 
hereon, rendered the collection of these reduced rents im- 
practicable ; and, at first, the creation of the poor-law, and, 
secondly, its extension to outdoor relief, produced the inevi- 
table effects of completely breaking down not only the land- 
lord but the ^stem on which he had lived. Many who had 
long been striving to compound, or to effect a sale on fiur 
terms, were suddenly compelled to go into the market on any 
terms, and no sooner were they forced into this miserable 
emergency than they practicaUy experienced, most keenly, 
the evils that in Ireland fettered the transfer of real prop- 
erty. 

For instance, there were lands occupied on parliamentary 
titles, scarcely two hundred years old, so hampered in the 
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1 ntricate meshes of the law that they could not pass through 
tliose of the Court of Chancery. The system of registry 
established in 1715 haA become nearly useless, and it was 
therefore evident to all concerned — to buyers as well as to 
sellers — that nothing short of the creation by Parliament of 
a new court, almost as arbitrary as that (the Court of Claims) 
^which had originally given the titles, would suffice to remove 
the embarrassments in which all were involved. 

The benefits conferred upon Ireland, and indeed upon 
!Engiish and Scotch purchasers, by the Encumbered Estates 
Act, have proved almost incalculable. 

Seven hundred and seventy-two properties, or parts of 
properties, have already been sold to 2335 new proprietors, 
for no less than 7,215,000/. The greater part of these sales 
have been so small that only ten have exceeded 20,000/. each. 
Several of the purchasers had been the tenants of the very 
lands on which, mider the old system, they were before 
starving, and which they had been struggling to cultivate. 
Others are persons who have realized, in trade and in profes- 
sional labour, fortunes they were desirous to expend on land 
— some are mortgagees — several English or Scotch settlers. 
And thus, although all must regret to see old properties broken 
up, old families dispersed, and ancestral mansions deserted, it 
cannot be denied that the unavoidable change that has been 
effected is highly advantageous, most especially as compared 
with the laws, habits, customs, and state of society it suc- 
ceeded. In common justice to the unfortunate proprietors 
who, under the operation of the new Act, have been sum- 
marily obliged to sell, it should, however, be recollected that 
for the erroneous system of their fore&thers — ^the result, of 
circumstances rather than of guilt — they ought not to be held 
answerable ; that this system they had no power to alter ; 
and, lastly, that the blow which eventually felled them to the 

8 
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ground was an extraordinary dispensation of Providence — a 
simultaneous yisitation on animal and vegetable life thej 
oould not have foreseen, and whidi it was utterly out of their 
power to avert 

The actual efiect of the &mine in Ireland, even merely as 
it regards population, it is not very easy to calculate. By 
the last census the population of Ireland amounted in that 
year to 8,175,124. Reckoning by its previous average ad- 
▼aoce, it had probably in 1845 increased to, say 8,500,000 
(but for this there can be only conjecture, and the computa- 
tion above stated). In 1851 the peculation was found to 
have sunk to 6,515,704. In round numbers half of this dimi^ 
nution may, I have reason to believe, be set down to foreign 
emigration, 150,000 or 200,000 to immigration to England, 
and the remainder to a diminution of births, owing partly to 
the emigrants having been in the prime of life, and partly to 
the effects of the famine, wlucfa, although it did hot actually 
prove £ital to as many as is usually supposed, not only fi>roed 
and frightened many of those most likely to have duldren to 
emigrate, (leaving behind the aged and infirm members of 
their families,) but by noverty diminished the marriages and 
fecundity of those who remained. 

At half-past nine oVlock at night I walked to the barrad^ 
of the constabulary, composed of one sub-inspector, (a Prot- 
estant,) who having just returned fcom a long journey was 
in bed, one head-constable, (a Protestant|) two constables, 
(Catholics,) and sixteen sub-constables, of whom thirteen were 
Catholics and three Protestants. 

From the head-constable I ascertained that, at a cost <^ 
2300^., there had just been constructed m the town a sub- 
stantial Protestant church ; and that for another, to be erected 
on the opposite side of the Bay, 600/. had already been col- 
lected. He informed me that " no crime of importance had 
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iMen oommitted in the neighbourhood for the last twel^ 
months." 



VOUBTH DAT. 



At seven o'clock in the morning I started edgewajv— •until 
I got tired I involuntarily, invariably, and unceasingly grum- 
bled at this awkward attitude— from Qifden, with a new 
driver, and a long-stepping, nearly thorough-bred, bay horse, 
sound, six years old, and called, as the man at my back told 
me, *< Ballinasloe," because he had been bought there--«nd I 
may add, as a fikst of greater importance than his name— for 
eleven pounds. 

On each side <^ us, as we trotted along, were Jow, stony 
hills, eovered with a mixture of heather and sedgy grasa, be- 
fore us a range of higher ones, on the summit of which soft, 
wbite, watery clouds were reposing. We now passed fonr 
substantial cabms unroofed, and I felt my flesh creep as I saw 
exuding from one of them a slight smoke, thus denoting, as I 
soon discovered, but too truly, that the lone sepulchre was 
still haunted by t^e living inmates who^ad been evicted from 
it. After traversing a splendid snipe-level, we passed, at its 
^rtremity, another unroofed cabin, on the floor of which, as 
we drove by, I saw, in full bloom and luxuriance, the beautU 
ful purple loosestrife. On our lefl^ and i^parently close to 
OS, was that magnificent assemblage of mountains round 
wludi we had been travelling, namely, the Benna Beola, or 
Twelve Pins. In fix>nt were the Oashel Hills, on the right 
that of Erespeak. C3ose to us, on a small, dark-eoloured 
level, were four women, in bleached red petticoats and white 
flliawk, arranging peat in heaps. 

As we proceeded, we came to two beautiful, small, placid 
lakes, from whidi there were rising such a quantity of rushes, 
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that the colour of the sur&oe fonned'a series of gradual alter- 
nations from green to ¥rfaite water, and vice versa. Around 
were heaps or tumuli of black peat 

As we were steadily trotting by the side of a small lake, 
called Darlie, there stood, close to its e/^Q^ a solitary, melan- 
choly-looking, unroofed cabin. 

^ A great number of poor people,^' said I to the driver, as, 
twisting my neck, I turned half way towards him, ^* appear to 
have been turned out of this country." 

**A good dale, sir!" he replied, keeping lus eye fixed 
steadily on his horse. 

^ Do you think the new system will answer V 

** I (2o, yere Am'r ! Until the last five or six years they 
niver had a grane (grain) crap in this county.*^ 

** Have you lived all your life in this neighbourhood 1" 

^ Indade 1 have, sir. They are taking great pathron (pat* 
tern) from the gintlemen who are commg into this coonthry. 
All the paple (people) wants is a little instruction." 

" Of what description 1" I inquired. 

^ Yere Am'r ! they didn't know how to reclaim their lands. 
When these English gentlemen came into the counthry, and 
they saw how they were draining their land and digging it up, 
they took pathron from them, and are now improving every 
other thimselves." 

" How have you been livuigl" I inquired. 

^ For eleven years in the hotil. In summer I drive tlie 
car to support four of us. In winter we have nothing to do. 
Divil a hap'orth can we gain." 

We here met a fine bare-headed boy riding behind two 
panniers full of peat on a horse with a straw crupper, and, in 
lieu of one of Wilkinson and Kid's double bridles, a straw 
halter. 

** The potatoes," I observed to my driver as I pointed to 
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the blade-topped leaves of a small quantity growii^ hj the 
roadside, " seem to be foiling a good deal.'^ 

" Yes, they did !" he replied. 

After passing a few small patches of oats and potatoes, we 
oame to another great expanse of rou§^, sedgy grass, on the 
left of which, towering dose above us, at an average altitude 
of 2900 feet above the sea, were Bencullagh, Benhaun, Ben- 
eorr, and Benlettery, the finest portion of the Twelve Pins. 
A little boy had been running dose behind the car for upwards 
of a mile. When he commenced to do so, I shook my hand, 
and, looking very sternly at him, said, ^^ No ! no !'' To get 
rid of him, however, I at last held out to him a penny, whidi 
I conceived to be the object that was uppermost in his mind — 
in fact, the locomotive engine that was propelling him. His 
little fingers grasped mine as he took it, but, instead of tri- 
umphantly relaxing, as I expected he would, into a walk, he 
ccMitinued running about ten feet from us for more than 
another mile ; in short, he was sociably disposed, and, like 
most people, preferred travelling in company to journeying 
alone; indeed, from this sodal feeling, my car was oflen 
followed for miles by boys, and occasionally by little 
girls. 

On our left I now saw a small house, surrounded by a tiny 
field of oats, the property of a man, Adams, who had been 
severely reduced by the famine. On the roadside, covered 
widi a rude garment exactly of the colour of earth, sat a re- 
markably fine-looking woman of about forty, knitting and 
minding four cows. After passing her, we suddenly saw 
beneath us, sparkling in the sun, a most beautiful, large, long 
serpentine lake, called Ballynahinch, studded with small 
islands, on one of which were the picturesque ruins of an 
ancient castle. "* 

«« That's auld Dick Martin's!" said my driver, pointing 
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lowaids it with fais whip: ""ul wm the prison," be added, 
^wliere lie confined paple tliat were cruel to aoimala." 

*« But whereabouta," I asked, ''did old Dick Marfan live 
Umeelfr 

^ ni show jere AmV immediatelj T lie replied ; and ao- 
oordingly, in about one hundred yards, he pointed to two lai|^ 
reeidencea, more than a mfle from each other, both partly 
ooocealed from view by the wood that dotbes the whole (^ 
the southern boundary of the water. Of these handsome- 
looking edifices, one was the house and the other the stables 
of the late Mr. Martin. Hie latter building, howcTer, as is 
but too often the case, had ruined the former. The proprietor 
of both unfortunately became ruined, lost a property extend- 
ing from hk house to Oughterard, a distance of twenty-five 
miles ; and his daughter, a lady <^ ccmsiderable literary at> 
tainmenta, alas ! died on her passage to America. 

The Lake of Ballynahinch communicates <mi the north with 
Loughs Inagh and Derrydare, the eastern boundary of the 
Benna Beola, or Twelve Pin Mountains; and the surplus 
wiUers of all three flow from Ballynahinch through the de^ 
and ample channel of the Owenmore River into Round-stone 
Harbour, and from it into the great Atlantic Ocean. 

As we were trotting along the bank of the bright, loyely 
li^e on our right, we overtook a car on which were three 
English tourists, forming altc^^ether a pleasing picture of a 
happy family. On the left bench sat two young men in wide- 
awake hats and shooting jackets, one holding a landing-net, 
the other a rod in several lengths bound togeth^ by little 
straps. On the opposite bench was a very old, hale gentle- 
man — apparently the fiuher — sitting erect, with his fishing- 
rod, longer than a Cossack's lance, pointing to his zenith. 
Close by his side sat a useful, bare-headed, ragged little boy, 
wkh red, naked feet anjjL ankles dangling against the drab-col- 
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oured, gaiter>covered calves of fais aged neighbour's long, 
lean lega. b the middle of the whole, bolt upright, sat the 
driver. I need hardly say they were on a fishmg excursioD| 
for which the neighbourhood of Bally nahinch has long been 
celebrated. The lake of that name, as we journeyed along 
its picturesque banks, appeared to be upwards of two miles 
in length by about a half or a quarter of a mile in breadth, 
and at its extremity we took leave of those twelve pins, 
around two sides of whtd|^ from north to south and then from 
west to east, we had so long been trotting. As we were pro- 
ceeding alongside of a river on our right, we passed, on a 
lonely, desolate road, an extremely beautiful, bare-footed girl 
of about seventeen, whose hair, unrestrained even by her 
ears, was hanging in a state of perfect nature on her shoulders. 
On her back was a bundle, and in her right hand, which was 
vibrating easily by her side, there swung a very small bon- 
net. Altogether she was a fine specimen of the Conneman^ 
peasantry, considered to be the tallest and handsomest in Ire- 
land. The river npw introduced us to another long, beautiful 
lake, full of little islands from one hundred yards in length 
to a Mngle black rock protruding from the water. Most of 
these romantic islands were covered with wood; and we had 
scarcely taken leave of them all, when we trotted by the side 
of another square lough called Garroman, or Glendalough, 
upwards of a mile in length by half a mile in breadth, in 
which were two rocky islands, ornamented with brbshwood 
of various shades of green. In a very short distance we came 
to two other lakes, at the extremity of which was an unroofed 
cabin, jthe only representative of a human habitation in sight. 
Near it stood, aloue and all forloin, a finger-post, on which 
was the name of a branch road. 

" What is written on that?" I unkindly inquired of my 
driver, who had remained silent, I thought, rather too long. 
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•* I don't read, yere Arn'r !" was his reply. 

After ascending a slight acclivity, — the termination of the 
district of Connemara, — there suddenly appeared, lying pros- 
trate before us, Lough Lindy, bounded at a distance by a 
wild group of magnificent-looking, high, conical mountains. 
We here met two bare-footed, bare-headed boys, riding on a 
horse with a straw halter. On the left of this lake was a 
whitewashed building, which from its shape (for they have 
almost all been built on the same plan) I instantly recog- 
nised to be a constabulary barrack. Beyond it, at intervals, 
were three other whitewashed houses, the only habitations in 
right 

On entering the barrack, the windows of which were wide 
open, the walls milk-white, and the floors as clean as a kitchen 
dresser, I found one constable (a Protestant) and four sub- 
constables, (Catholics,) all as neat, as closely shaved, as tightly 
buttoned up, and with accoutrements as well appointed, as if 
they had been on guard at St. James's Palace. 

The constable, an exceedingly fine, handsome, well-be- 
haved, intelligent-looking young man, of about twenty-nine 
years of age, who had been at that station two years and 
seven months, told me that he and his party could get no 
provisions from the surrounding country ; and that, accord- 
ingly, they obtained their groceries from Galway, thirty-six 
miles ofi^* and the rest from Clifden, distant in the opposite 
direction fourteen miles (English). 

'* Can't you get potatoes here ?" I observed. 

" No r' he replied ; " we cannot get a ha'porth of any thing 
else." After a moment's reflection he added, "Milk, and 
that's very dear — that's the only thing we can obtain. For 

* They could puidiase them, he said, at Ooghterard, but at ezortitaiifc 
pnccs. 
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our mate, butter, and fish, we send to Qifflen. On Friday 
the men generally .eat milk and butter.*' 

*^ But can't you get fish out of the lake V^ said I, pointing 
with my umbrella to the beautiful expanse of water be- 
fbreus. 

" No, sir P he replied, very gravely ; " we're not allowed 
to fish. I wish," he added, with a pleasing smile, '* / with 
we wereP^ 

The words seemed to stab me like a sword. For many 
hours 1 had been almost solitariiy gazing upon an expanse of 
water which, although beautifully subdivided into endless va- 
riety, appeared to form very nearly half of this desolate but 
magnificent portion of Connemara. By the beneficent arrange- 
ments of Providence this extensive aqueous district was, of 
course, more or less teeming with fish. 

Now, it was easy to comprehend that it may be highly 
advisable that the constabulary of Ireland, whose discipline it 
is so necessary to maintain, should, especially in their remote 
' stations, be discouraged, or, in strict military parlance, should 
be forbidden, from cultivating gardens, killing game, or catch- 
ing fish — amusements which would inevitably divert their 
time, and distract their attention from the vigilant, important, 
and unceasing duties they have to perform. And yet, when 
I listened to the words I have just repeated, and observed the 
truth, obedience, and self-command with which they were ex- 
pressed, I own I felt a pang, which it required a few moments' 
reflection to convert into indescribable admiration of the man 
who had uttered them, and of the general discipline of the 
force of which he was a worthy representative. 

^ How's the climate here in winter ?" I inquired of him. 

"Very wet and very rough," he replied. 

'^Have you much frost V* 

8* 
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. ^'No,'* said he; <«tiwre'« Tery HtUe fioslor floov ki Odd- 
nem&ra ; it is, I think, too near the sea.'' . 

''bit healthy?" 

''Very, air," he reified; "but," after a abort psase, he 
added, very gravely, " there is no place of worship. I b»ve 
not been in one for two years and s half. The other men 
have one within three miles." 

On the table, at which I sat copying in my book his words 
as last as he pronounced them, there was lyii^ his bible. 

" You have got <Aa^," said I, ^' at all events ; and with it, 
and a consciousness that you are performing your duty, you 
should try to rest satisfied ;" and I then explained to him how 
many of our soldiers and sailors were occasionally similarly 
situated. 

" What you say is very true, sir !" he replied, with an 
asphration amounting very nearly to a sigh. 

Just before we had stopped at the barrack we had met 
a young, well-dressed Englishman walking along the road. 
Immediately opposite, on Uie other side of the lake, was his 
beautiful farm, with a residence surrounded by trees. At 
the end of the lake we passed close by a small slated house, 
with offices, envircmed by trees growing luxuriantly — i^ 
residence, I was informed, of Mr. Tiger, (a Protestant,) ci 
Dublin. 

" What IS the price of provisions m this country f ' I 
inquired of the driver, who readily replied as follows : — 

" Ghiekuns are about hd. a couple, dooks lOd. A couple 
of young gaise \0d. ; when auld, not less than U or lAdJ* 

"And turkeys r I aaked. 

"I ean^t say ; we faavn't many of thim in the oonnthry, and 
I don't want to t^ y^re AmV a lie. Fi^, little or nothing. 
A large turbot, of dO lbs. weight, lor d«. Lobsters, a doaeen 
for 4d. Soles, 2dL ot 3iL a piece. Tother day I bo«^ a 
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turbot, of 151b«. wefgM, for n geiMtlenMui, luid I pfid 18dL 
for ut" 

We here met a boy with a l^ook in his hand, a^d ihortly 
afterwards two more, going to Mr. Tiger to school. 

'^ Has yere Am'r ever sane bxl agle V^ said my driver, 
pointing to a magnificent pair of brown eagles chained to a 
post close to a house we were now passing. ^ There was a 
pair," he added, ^* of um on that island, that lived there one 
hundred years, till they gort quite gray. They grab (ish in 
the middle of the lake, and, when too heavy, I've sane 'em 
put up a wing like a sail, and bring it ashore." 

"' Have you reaUy seen them do that ?" I Pickwickianly 
inquired. 

'* I did, sir!" he replied ; '' and then they ate it." 

As he was speaking, a large heron, with white body and 
quakergray wings, miyestically rose from the lake-shore, and, 
with its long neck pointing to its course, away it slowly flew. 

^* Now take yereself away out o' that !" exclaimed the 
driver, very sharply, to a pretty little girl of about thirteen 
years of age that was running behind us. 

The lake now branched into two more, separated from 
each other by a small, serpentine, silver thread of water, and 
the country then changed into a great expanse of flat, snipey 
gix)und, covered with rank, sedgy grass, intermingled more 
or less with heather ; in a short time we drove up to a solitary 
post-house, called Flyn's Hotel, a low, irregular-shaped, 
whitewashed building, surrounded by dilapidated stone walls, 
enclosing sometimes something of very little value, and 
sometimes nothing but loose stones. Altogether it was the 
wildest^looking spot I bad seen for a long time ; indeed, it 
much reminded me of.a Gaudio's hut in South America. 

Behind it was the extensive grassy land we had just 
prssed. Be((»re it a l^utilul lake, called ShindUla, studded 
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with idands covered with wood. Immediatelj on the left 
was the terminatioii of the Foyne mountains, the summits of 
which were so bald, barren, and bleak, that it was evident at 
a glance that the whole range would not a^rd sustenance for 
a mouse. Beyond the lake were distant hills covered with 
heather. 

Just as I was starting with a fbesh horse, car, and driver, 
I heard a voice close before my knees say, " I suspect yere 
AmV wull not forget the arsler ?" 

" What ?" I inquired. The driver explained to me it was 
the horsier. 

The lovely lake Shindilla, and two others with which it is 
connected by isthmuses and bridges, are above three miles 
in length. We here came to a white house, the office of Mr. 
Hobertson, a Scotchman, agent to the great London Insurance 
Company, by whom almost the whole of the surrounding 
country has been lately purchased, and yet since we had left 
Qifden I had scarcely seen any stock. 

As we were driving through an immense plain of rough 
grass and heather, 

" Do you live in that place where we changed cars f" I 
inquired of my driver, who had the appearance of being 
rather a dull companion. 

" I do, sir," he replied. 

" Were you horn there 1" 

"I was, indade, your Am'r!" he replied with a yawn. 
" 1 work at the shovel. I can mow, or rape, or any thing.'' 

" Where do you go to church?" 

" At ^," (1 could not copy the sound, for it appeared 

to be composed merely of a common cough and bark in 
about equal proportions,) ** tin miles off ixactly." 

** How often T I asked. 

" Once a wake, sometixnes once a fortnight" 
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** How many people attend ?'• 

« Oioh !" he replied, " there's a great dale," 

" But how many /" I asked. 

" Oich ! I couldn't till, yere AmV ; there'd be a graight 
Tiumber." 

"What do you lire on r 

" Pitaturs, milk, and butter. In summer I ate bread." 

" Did you suffer much during the famine 1" 

" And indade I did not^ thank God !" 

At five miles from ShandiUa, from which we had started, 
we came to some patches of oats, growing by the side of a 
small lake ; and, after passing a solitary cabin, another beauti- 
ful lake, about a mile long, surrounded on all sides by grouse- 
shooting hills, gradually came in view. We here met a small 
boy and two little girls. " God bless yere Am'r !" said the 
former as he ravenously picked up a penny I had thrown to 
him. 

As the roan horse trotted steadily onwards, we passed cm 
our right along a sedgy, snipey strip, composed sometimes of 
green and yellow grass, and sometimes of water. At seven 
miles from Shandilla we came to seven or eight cabins, sur- 
rounded by several patches of oats and potatoes, and shortly 
afterwards the narrow stream beside us ended in a lake half 
a mile long, terminating in a small village, which my driver 
told me was called " Durrarglin." I here found, nearly 
finished, a substantial stone, slated building, of four wmdows 
in front, a Protestant school, and shortly afterwards, trotting 
through a congregation of sixteen huts, called Glenrowlen, 
where our eyes were refreshed by the sight of about a dozen 
women in red petticoats, we emerged from the mountains 
into, comparatively speaking, a flat country of heather and 
coarse grass. In it, at some distance on the right, appeared 
two white buildings and slight madiinery, in the immediate 



IB^ A FORTm^BT or IRSLAND. 

vicinily of some lead minei^ worked bj nbout forty or fiffy 
people. 

Tbe day was beautifully soft and cloudy, and as we drove 
through a dead snipe-flat about three-quarters of a mile long, 
we met a horse and cart ; and at nine and a half miles from 
Shandilla, after ascending a slight acclivity, we suddenly be- 
held an immense open country of poor land, bounded by that 
great inland sea, Lough Corrib, which, by a river of the same 
name, is connected with the maritime town and harbour of 
Galway. 

On the north. Lough Corrib has lately been m^ide to com* 
XDunicate with the great Lough Mask ; and as it will be eyi- 
dent to the reader that the three districts of Jar Connaught, 
Joyce's Country, and Connemara, are singularly mixed up 
with, as well as bounded by, inland lakes of immense extent, 
a few observations on the subject may be deemed neces- 
sary. 

In a climate so humid as Ireland, drainage is an indii^ns- 
lible preliminary to agricultural improvement, but to render 
practicable that description of minor field drainage which is 
effected by straightening and deepening water-courses, &c., it 
is indispensable that proper outfalls should be provided ; and 
here the geological structure of the country comes in the way. 
Ireland, as is well known, consists of a great limestone district 
extending over the whole centre of the island, the edges being 
almost every where upheaved by primary rocks. Many out- 
lets are thus turned aside, and thus the central district, which 
occupies two-thirds of the country, lies stagnant for want of a 
disdiarge of its waters. The limestone in the interior is fur- 
ther distorted, and formed into basins, which, in some cases, 
discharge into or through each other, and in others have no 
discharge, but are either filled with extendve bog deponts, or, 
as in the counties of Mayo and Galway, Ibrm absolute lakes, 
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called turlougiiB,* (land-lakea,) wfaioh ooeMonally, in vary dry 
seasons, are emptied partially, and very irregularly, through 
subterranean channels in the eavemous limestone on which 
they rest. 

To open these basins — ^to clear away obstructions in the 
rivers — ^and thus permit the free discluu*ge of pent-up waters 
of the interior into la^e rivers or into the sea — ^is, therefore, 
indispensable to the successful operation of tJiie land improve- 
ment, and this the Grovemmeut has undertaken, under author- 
ity of the Acts for arterial drainage. 

A remarkable and very successful case has lately been the 
subject of public attention at Galway. A rain catchment- 
basin — i. e.,the district bounded by the water-shed line of the 
hills whose drainages run into it — contains the extensive lakes 
Mask and Corrib, which, together, are about thirty miles long 
by ten in breadth, being separated from each other only by a 
tongue of land three miles wide. Into this basin others open, 
the aggregate extent being 780,000 acres. Now, although all 
the waters of this enormous district were thus received into 
Loughs Mask and Corrib, and found their way into the sea at 
Galway, the connection between the two great lakes tfbove 
named, was by subterranean channels only. Moreover, while 
the discharge from Liough Corrib to the sea, distant about five 
miles, was, for the greater part, sluggish for vwU of a &11, die 
remainder was a rapid. 

To effect the discharge of the waters of tJie upper into the 
lower lake, and of the accumulated waters of both into the 
sea, was the main und first object ; and yet, as if to compli- 
cato the problem, it was evidently neoessury, for the purposes 
of navigation, to maintain suiSciMit W4^t€ir in the lakes and 
connecting rivers. 

■ * ' ■ ' « a. :■ ■ ... ... ■ ' . ' ' .f . Jii.JiM!. ' ! ! I ' l. ' { 
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Now, it was found that the first object (drainage) would 
be sufficiently effected by keeping the lakes at the summer 
level the whole year round ; but that below that limit the 
waters could not be reduced without destroying the naviga- 
tion. The calculation and arrangements for simultaneously 
attaining both objects were the result of long and careful ob- 
servations made by the Board of Works on the fall of rain 
and other circumstances, and, much to the credit of that im- 
portant department, the requisite works are now nearly com- 
plete. 

Lough Mask will now be made to communicate with the 
Lower Lake by a canal passing over cavernous limestone, 
which, being as porous as a sponge or coral, must be stanched 
or made water-tight, that it may be always full for navigation. 
The surplus discharge for drainage will be secured by a side- 
cut separate from the subterranean passage above described. 

On the late visit of the Lord-Lieutenant (the Earl of 
Eglinton) to Galway, the canal between Corrib and the sea 
was opened by the Vfceroy in person. 

Loans for the arterial drainage of Ireland, as above de- 
scnbed, have been granted to the amount of about 2,000,000/. 

This expenditure, which is on a larger scale than individ- 
uals could defray, is made, in the first instance, entirely by 
the Board of Works, for the evident reason that it affects the 
interests of numerous proprietors, which could only be disinr 
terestedly guarded by peculiar powers. 

The advantages will be as follows : — 
L With respect to drainage, the upper and flooded lands 
of Ireland will be relieved, and the means of thorough 
drainage placed within the reach of the land^ pro- 
prietors. 
2. In regard to navigation, the greatest lakes will beoome 
acoessible fifom the sea and from each other. 
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3. Mill-power will not only be scientifically regulated and 
be made more constant at all seasons, but will con- 
siderably be increased. 

4. Fisheries will become more profitable to capitalists, and 
consequently productive of increased food for man. 

5. Besides the direct benefits above enumerated, the ex- 
penditure of the loan must create an industrial school of 
skilled labourers, and the pauper will thus be trained to 
improved habits, to the use of improved instruments, 
and to improved modes of working. 

Tlie drainage loans are to be repaid by the proprietors, on 
the security of the lands improved ; but when, as in the case 
of Lake Corrib, navigation and mill-power are combined with 
drainage, one-half of the cost of the project is made a free 
grant, and the other half charged to the county-rates. 

Pointing to a hand-post we were passing, my driver said, 
" That, you see, is the road to Knock." 

" And where did you learn to read f I inquired* 

" At home, at my oun place," he replied. 

Crossing the dark bog-coloured water of the River Fough, 
which runs into the adjoining Lough Comb, we now entered 
the village or little town of Oughterard, at the commence- 
ment of which stands a small cottage, known as " Martin's 
Gate House," being the commencement of the immense prop- 
erty formerly held by the proprietor of that name. In 
driving along a street containing shops and a few two-storied 
houses, we passed a large, handsome Catholic church with a 
tower and entrance like a cathedral, a stone court-house of 
five windows in front, and a very new capacious Protestant 
church, in the interesting state of being enlarged. There is 
also at a distance a long line of military barracks for 150 men, 
a bridewell, and lastly an inn and post-office kept by a Mr. 
O'Flaherty. I here ordered a fresh horse and car, and while 
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tbey were geltiiig ready I walked a short distance to the con- 
stabulary barrack : its force was composed of a sub-inspector, 
(absent on duty,) one head-constable, (Roman Gatholic,) one 
acting ditto, (Protestant,) one mounted constable, (GathoJIc,) 
eight sub-constables, <^ whom two were Protestants, and six 
Oitholica. 

Hie head -constable, who had been at the station for fi>ar 
years, informed me that little or no crime was committed 
in the neighbourhood ; ^^ that the oflfenoes w^re trivial and 
very rare, and that during the last six months nothing of 
consequence had occurred.'^ As a proof of the honeety of the 
people of the country, he added that few houses in the neigh- 
bourhood had either bolt, bar, or shutters. "^ Before and 
during the elections,'* he observed, '^ there were some petty 
disturbances between the lower order of Catholics and Prot- 
estants, and in the month of May last there was in the village 
a mission of both religions, and during that time, had it not 
been for constant vigilance by day and by i&ight, there would 
probably have been serious disturbances. Windows were 
broken, but now these angry feelings have almost entirely 
subsided.'' 

He also informed me that about four or five months ago a 
great many evictions had taken place in the neighbourhood, 
principally on the Martin property, 170,000 acres, lately pur- 
chased by a London Life Insurance Company ; that he had to 
attend at all these evictions, but that " there was no resist- 
ance or trouble of any sort" 

" What became of the people evicted T I inquired. 

" They went," he replied, " to the workhouse, to America, 
England, or wherever they could get employment." 

^ Did they commit any depredations during their distress V 
Tasked. 

^ lliey did not, indad^^ sij: !" he replied. 
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*^ What do jFoa pay for your tea and sugar herel^ I in- 
quUred. 

^ Very dare, air,*' be replied. '^ We pay 53. for tea, 6dL 
for brown si^r, and M. for white ; that is, if we buy a 
ttBgle pound." 

The whole constabulary establishment was in admirable* 
order, the men's equipments were all shining, and the brass 
soales on the shoulders of the mounted constable literally' 
sbone like burnished gold. 

What a moral example of cleanliness, order, and obedi- 
enoe must the 1590 constabulary barracks offer to the people 
among whom they are every where located ! , Indeed, as a 
pleasing proof how much this *' /brce" is respected, 1 may 
state that it is a common practice for poor persons to come 
to the head-constable to settle any little pecuniary disagree- 
ments between them, instead of incurring the expense of 
going to law. 

On a slight eminence outside the village, the head-constable 
showed me, in a, field, two buildings, as white as snow, one a 
national, and the other a Protestant school ; he told me that 
about two miles off there had, moreover, been lately con- 
structed another Protestant school. 

In the market-place were a number of women, one in red 
tatters that completely defied description* 

I also observed there several pigs in tandem form ; that is 
to say, their owners were driving them in pairs, each couple 
bemg matrimonially tied together by a long straw band, but 
during certain paroxysms that occasionally occur in all de- 
scriptions of wedlock, which was leader, and which was wheeler, 
it was sometimes fbr a moment or two exceedingly difficult 
correctly to declare. 

From the market I went to the workhouse, a very large, 
new building, hardly completed. In it were 795 poor, of 
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whom there were very few men that oould really be termed 
able-bodied. The general appearance of the various classes 
was very nearly what I have already repeatedly described. 
By the master I was informed that on the 1st of January last 
the number of inmates was 972, but that on the 29th of June 
he had, in consequence of eyictions, no less than 1475, of 
whom 680 had mnce emigrated or managed to find employ- 
ment. Of the amount of outdoor relief administered by the 
Board of Guardians of the Union the master could give me 
no information whatever. 

Previous to the passing of the Poor Law Act in 1839, 
there was no I^al provision for the poor in Irelimd ; and, in- 
deed, that Act strictly confined relief to the walls of the 
workhouse in which the infirm, aged, and destitute were to 
be received. In consequence of the famine, out-door relief 
which it was necessary to legalize by the extension Act of 
1847, was administered, in the first instance, by a gigantic 
system of what were misnamed " Public Works.'* 

At this labour, often nearly useless, the poor in winter 
suffered severely, and, as there was no food in many parts of 
the country, money-wages soon became comparatively use- 
less. The system, therefore, was succeeded by one of direct 
relief, for the legalization of which there was passed a new 
Act that still continues, and which, in fact, forms the present 
Poor Law of Ireland, the expenditure and relief of which haa^ 
Knee 1840, been as follows : — 

Year. Ka of TTmoos. dpaMfitura Na of Buipem. 

1840 4 £ 37,057 10,910 

1841 37 110,278 81,108 

1846 129 435,001 243,933 

1847 130 803,686 417,139 
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The numbers relieved under the Poor Law system in 1848 
and 18^ were 1,433,042 and 1,210,482. Throughout the 
whole of Ireland there are now 163 Poor Law imions, com- 
prehending 3439 electoral divisions, 

J now returned to the inn, where I found waiting for me a 
car that had once been black, a new driver in a hat that ap- 
peared to have been severely crunched, and a little, lean, 
wiry, thoroughrbred pony, wearing a straw collar, a bridle with 
only one winker, and a belly-band loose enough to have ad- 
mitted a child's body. On assuming my seat, with my eyes 
as usual exactly at right angles to the line of draught, I was 
accosted by two or three beggars, — ^ Dis yere AmV want a 
lobster," exdaimed to me a very fine-looking woman of about 
thirty, " beautiful, jumping, and alive ?" — and as there was 
nothing in their appearance or language that happened to 
strike my fancy, I said to the driver, ^' Now then, my man !'* 
At the little horse's head I had observed a man standing, ap- 
parently as if to prevent his starting forward too hastily. I 
soon found, however, that it was diametrically for the opposite 
purpose, for as soon as the little creature received a slight 
touch of the whip, instead of taking me, as I desired, east- 
ward, he began to back due west. Off jumped the driver, 
and, with his round, red face towards the Occident, he pulled 
at the bridge with all his force, and, in an instant, the car was 
surrounded by men, women — lobster included — and children, 
all of whom had either something to exclaim, or something to 
prescribe. In the centre of the joyful group, for every body 
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looked del^^ited, I sat, like PMienoe ofi a monument, smQing, 
not 8o much at Grief as at the eager, earnest, prescrilmig 
fiices that surrounded me. What happened to the wiry little 
horse I can hardlj saj, as so many folks, all at the same 
time, were pinching, poking, or violently abusing him; how- 
ever, all of a sudden the dose, whatever it was, became at 
last more than he could bear; accordingly he plunged for- 
wards, and then, as if he wanted to run away, proceeded at 
such a pace that I feared the driver would let go the reins. 
He, however, managed to jump on the low seat at my bade, 
and then, gradually slackening die little animal^i impetuous 
career, we soon sobered down to a steady trot 

•• He's a little tinder, yere Am'r !" which I afterwards as- 
certained to mean that he had an exceedingly sore shoulder; 
however, when once he was off, his spirit was so great and so 
good, that he apparently cared nothing at al! about it 

On our left was apparently die sea. It was, however, 
Lough Gorrib, in length rather greater than the distance be- 
tween Dover and Calais. 

" There are 866 islinds on ut, yere Am'r !" said my driver, 
pointing at this noble expanse of water with a whip not worth 
. three-halfpence. *^ There's an islind over for ivery day in die 
year!" 

In about a mile and a half we came to fine large fields of 
wheat, oats, barley, and of green crops, in the centre of whidi 
stood an extensive English-looking &rmyard and buildings, 
belonging to Mr. O'Flaherty — ^the whole enclosed by new 
substantial stone walls. On the left were the ruins of the 
Castle of Aghnanure, in feudal times the residence of the 
chief O'Flaherty, among which survives a yew-tree, siud to 
be more than a thousand years old. 

At this point the driver descended from the car, and, beg- 
ging nie to follow him, we left our impetuous little horse on 
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the road entirely by himself, and proceeded some distance on 
our left to a natural bridge, composed of a stratum of lime> 
stone, under which a considerable stream was rushing. On 
one side I observed a mass of rich-coloured bog-water rapidly 
but calmly approaching what appeared to be an impenetrable 
wall of solid rock ; on the other side I beheld it escaping out 
of utter darkness, head over heels, frightened, apparently, al* 
most into fits at the unusual, strange, and unaccountable 
catastrophe that had befallen it. 

" Very honest paple here, yere Am'r !'* said my driver, 
as, on our return to the car, he pointed to my umbrella, car- 
pet-bag, land blanket-poncho, all remaining in it exactly as we 
had left them. On resuming my seat, I own I expected once 
again, against my will, to migrate^ towards the Far West, but 
the sensible little horse knew that — ^between two mangers — 
he had better proceed, and so off he trotted. 

" JEEow many children are ther6 at your school V^ I in- 
quired of a little girl, who, with a book in her hand, had fer 
some time been running close to me. 

"• Och ! there's a large lot of uml" she readied. 

" But how many P I repeated. 

" Sure ! I couldn't count um, yere Am'r !" was the an- 
swer. 

We now passed a woman in a red petticoat and plaid, 
heavily laden with a creel or basket of peat, lying diagonally 
along her back. 

"The women are graight slaves in this counthry, jert 
Am'r : they carry loads as would do for horses. They do 
well in Ameriky,''^ 

" Do many of them go there P* I inquired. 

" A grate dale !" he replied. 

''Which do they like best?" I asked, ''Eo^and dr 
America 1" 
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^ Those,** he answered, " that havn't got the manes must 
go to England to earn urn." 

^ Fine turf this/' I observed, pointing to a quantity piled 
in black heaps, about 100 yards off. 

** Och !" he replied, with an arch smile, " there's plenty o* 
turf and water in Ireland. Ireland's a fine oounthry, but the 
wamt of pitaturs and the poor-rates are ruining ut. A mam 
with a long family can't get on at a' ; pitaturs are the things 
to support a counthry !" 

At three miles and a half from Oughterard we came to a 
fine plantation of fir, oak, larch, and beech, enclosed with a 
stone wall cemented by lime, extending more than a mile 
and a half, with handsome iron entrance-gates, belonging to 
Mr. Martin, of Ross, (a Protestant,) whose park appeared 
quite equal to any thing of the sort in England. Around it 
were fields of turnips, oats, barley, wheat, and here and there, 
as the memorial of a departed system, an unroofed cabin. 
On the right the vale was bounded by heather hills. 

" That's the latter ind of Mr. Martin of Ross's istate, yere 
Am'r," said my driver, pointing to an angle in the high wall 
on our left; "and now here's the commincement o' the 
phroperty of Mr. Anthony OTlaherty (a Roman Catholic) of 
Enockbane." 

At this point we met one of Bianconi's (usually, in Ireland, 
called Bianoony) jovial and well-appointed cars, on one side 
of which sat very comfortably together, like a couple of 
hooded crows on a rail, two fine, ruddy, powerful-looking 
priests ; next to them were two English tourist ladies ; then, 
of course, two tourist young gentlemen ; and, on the opposite 
bench, dos-ardos to priests, ladies, and Co., half ardozen more 
of Her Majesty's subjects, all evidently in search of the pio- 
turesque. 

" What a pity it is," said I to my driver, thinking, as it 
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i^ere, aloud, '^ that Catholics and Protestants in Ireland can't 
pull t(^ether !" 

" There should be no amimosity 'atween um," said the 
clerk at my back in amen reply to the extempore sermon I 
had just preached to 'him ; " ivery man ought to go his own 
vay paceably till the day of judgmint" 

At five miles from Oughterard we saw, on our left, the 
Lake of Boss, which appeared to be about two mUes and a 
half long, and on our right a mixture of heather and stones. 

"There's a fine lime-kiln, yere Am'r," said my driver, 
pointing to one before us, "for putting out lime on thim 
bogs." 

In half a mile we came to the property of OTlaherty, (a 
Prcrtestant,) whose lofty, liipe-cemented park wall — ^in which 
there was a very handsome entrance-gate — extended about 
two miles. Within it, among trees, I saw large spaces 
covered with waving com, which a gang of reapers were 
busily cutting. On the right was a national school, from 
which, as we passed it, were exuding a number of healthy- 
looking children, dressed either in red petticoats or in corduroy 
jackets and trowsers. Several of them — ^prmcipally little girls 
thirteen or fourteen years of age — ^began to run close to the 
tail of our car, and for more than a mile, scarcely panting, 
they continued, up hill and down hill, with merry faces and 
light tread, to run over a hard road, on parts of which the 
sharp stones of Mr. M'Adam had been newly laid. As they 
were doing so I kept my eyes carefully on their countenances, 
and I can truly say that the jagged metal did not, in the 
sligh^test degree, affect the pleasing, innocent smile that, un. 
sullied even by a cloud of momentary pain, testified to the 
sport they were enjoying. 

It is no use any longer trying to conceal the &ot that 
during my short tour in Ireland my prejudices against bare 

9 
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ankles and naked feet were eonsiderably softened; indeed, 
lliere can be no doubt that there is a freshness in this oostume 
of Nature that cannot belong to a fine fashionaUe gown, 
which, from sweeping the ground, and-from bdng tightlj 
bandaged round the waist, forms a splendid unTentilated 
palace, in which the aidntect has forgott^ to insert either 
chimney, staircase, door, or window ! 

** Yere Am'r," ^^ my driver to me, ** ought to hare been 
hi Galway last week. The Lord Liftinant was there for three 
or four days." 

<" And how did he get onf said L 

^ There was grate rejoicement," he replied. **• Och ! he*s a 
rimple-looking gindeman !" 

^ What do you mean 1" I asked. 

^ A plain mam, yere Am'r, and no affictation. He'll be 
apt to do some sarvice to Ireland. He went out on the salt 
say and come up on the canal, and the roads were a' crowded, 
yere Am'r, with men, women, and chilthren." 

We next came to the park of Mr. Kilkelly, (a Catholic^) 
of Drimcong, the wall of which for nearly a mile and a half 
bounded the road on one side, and then to the park wall of 
Dauesfield, the property of Mr. Burke, (a Catholic,) extending 
about two miles and a hal^ and shaded on both sides of the 
road by beautiful plantations. 

We now entered Moycullen, a small village containing • 
large Roman Catholic chapel, blessed with a congregation, 
from all quarters, of about 200 persons; also a national 
school, two stories high, with five windows in front 

In the constabulary barracks are quartered one constable, 
(a Catholic,) and five sub-constables, (three Catholics and two 
Protestants.) 

\ ^ Have these stairs l>een just phmedl" I inquired of the 
cobstal)le. 



MT TOVM. 108 

^ No, sir ; only deaned," he replied* 

They, as well as the floor c^ the rooms and table, had 
been scrabbed till they were literally almost white. The 
constable wore his side^urms; his men, as usual, were dressed 
as iot parade. 

After seating myself at the table of his room, ^ What is 
the population of this village ?" I inquired. 

^ SeTenty,** he replied ; ^ there are about fourteen or fifteen 
fiumHes." 

*' Sit down, sergeant,*^ I said to him, pointing to a ehair 
dose to him. 

. ^ No, I thank ye, sir. 111 just stand," was his reply, remain- 
ing perfectly erect. 

" Whence do you get your provisions 1" 

" Prom Galway," (7^ miles off,) he answered; •* we get 
from thence grocery, meat, every thing except potatoes ani 
trnrf. When we are buying beef we get it about three timea 
a month, so as to have it half fredi and half corned ; but beef 
is scarce, and we have therefore bought a flitdi of bacon for 
the entire of this month." 

^ What is your prindpal duty here T I asked. 

He replied, ^ In escorting prisoners from Connemara and 
Ougfaterard districts to Galway county jail." 

^ Has there been much crime here ?" I inquired. 
'i ^ Exciting a few cases of drunkenness, no ofl^oes for 
some time. Nothing can be more peaceable and tranquil 
than this neighbouriiood." 

As it appears from the above statement of the constable 
thiat drunkenness is one of the offences that has been occa- 
sionally brought before him, I feel it right to state that, up to 
the period of my arrival at Oughterard, I had not, in Ireland^ 
excepting in the polioe-^11 in Dublin, seen one dnrnken per- 
son, either male or female. 
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Hie following oomparadve return, liowever, will aocn- 
rateljdiow how mach less spirits are drank in Ireland tiian in 
Scotland, the morality of which ooimtry is proverbiaL 

Popnlrtiaii. GaDoBS of Spiilto. 

Sootisnd, in the 7«Hr 1850» • 2,870,784 - oonnimed 6,985,003 
bdind; « « • 6,616»794 • ooosmned 6,978,838 

In the above the number of gallons of spirits chained with 
duty for home consumption is taken from the Parliamentary 
Betums of 1850 ; the population from the census of 1851. 

Our game little pony now trotted us into a large expanse 
of stony country, partly cultlyated, and in those places divided 
by loose stone walla into rather small fields, among which 
were several unroofed cabins. From thence we <]brove through 
a village, every habitation of which was unroofed, excepting 
one, out of which tottered an old woman, who had no doubt 
heard the approach of our wheels. ^ Harve pity on a poor 
widiw !" she exclaimed, as we passed her. From the dead 
village we emei^ed into a large space of heather, bog, and 
water, at the end of which we came to a park limed wall, a 
mile long, and a fine, handsome house, the property of Mr. 
Browne, of Moongare. By the side of the road, in a scarlet 
petticoat, and with no covering on her head or feet, I observed 
a fine-looking woman breaking stones so intently that her 
loose black locks, at every blow she gave, kept dangling be- 
fore her eyes as we passed. 

A little further on we came not only to several cabins, 
but to a large farm-house and buildings, all unroofed ; indeed, 
in every direction, ja^ed, triangular gables, of various^ 
heights, denoted that the hand of the destroyer had been at 
work. On our nght was a limed wall about a mile long, en- 
closing ridi grass and lofly trees, belonging to Mr. Comyn, of 
' Woodstock, (a Catholic.) We here met eight women carry- 
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ing heavy creels, each harnessed to her back bj a rope of 
straw. After passing the park the country relapsed on oar 
right into unroofed houses, surrounded by frail, low, stone 
walls ; and on our left, by an expanse of snipe-ground — ^mis- 
erable crops of oats-— deaolation— cartiioraes witiioat blinken 
— ^red petticoats — and pretty children. The tenants were ap- 
parently nearly all gone, and their lands (without metaj^r) 
were mourning in weeds! 

At two and a half miles from Galway we passed near a 
small village, called River-view, onrthe banks of Lake Corrtb. , 
On the left, in a beautiful park, lives Lady Ffrendi ; on the 
right, opposite to a Catholic chapel, is Bushy Park, the resi- 
dence of Mr. Robert Martin. 

At the head of Lake Corrib there i^peared a large, milk« 
white building, of eighteen windows in front— -a nannerj. 
Near it were three cabins. 

The process of fUlirig the nunneries ^t are growing up in 
Ireland is, I believe, very nearly as follows : — ^Young girls go 
first to nun-schools, — come home, — lose their appetites, — can't 
sleep, — ^grow pale, — get restless. The parents send for the 
doctor, and eventually for the priest, who advises the white 
veil, merely as an occupation, there being no necessity what- 
ever to remain. The parents give the necessary bond, and 
the poor victims end by taking the black veil ! 

On reaching a slight eminence, a peep of the castle-towers 
and churches of Galway suddenly announced to me that I had 
at last nearly arrived at the end of a very rough journey. 

The road, which now gradually descended, was still bound- 
ed by stdtiie' walls ; and although I was about to enter an 
opulent town, of great commercial importance, both on my' 
right arid left I continued to be haunted by little, miserable 
fields, low, tottering walls, and here and there by unroofed 
cabins, which conHnued unUl I almost veaohed the saburba. 
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Sot liwm fiidi obJMto my >tt ctt tk» was now attracbad by a 
aariaa of magnifioeiit poblie baildiogs, and of laige, iir^gidar 
•treetSi awarmiog alire with a popidation ^>pareiiU/ of a& 
aarlfl^ of all aiaes, and of ail ookxire : in abort, of a mixture 
of wealth, intelligeDoe, induatrj, and squalid raf^ that it 
woald be difficult to deaeribe. Indeed, on the car suddoidj 
■topping before the door of an ezeellent4ooking hotel, when I 
deaoended to the pavement from its bench I was so gidd j and 
disy that I felt I oould not describe my won feelings, modi 
less the busy objects that were thrtHigingaroand me. ^ Thank 
Heaven !" I said to myself as my car drove slowly away, ^ I 
have now done with jolting slowly Uiroug^ tlus world side- 
ways !*' An old woman stood between me and the docHr of 
my canvansera. As the readiest way to drive her out of 
my way, I gave her the few halfpence remaining in my bag, 
fi>r which she bellowed blessings after me> as loudly as if I 
had at that instant robbed her of every tUng she had ever 
posaeased. 



FIFTH DAY. 



The seaport town of Galway, the capital of the West^ and 
in point of population the sixth town in Ireland, from its pe- 
culiar position has always been a point of great oommerdal 
importance. Its bay, one of the finest in the world, is a mag- 
.nlfioent funnel, intended by Nature for the reception of vessels 
fr^m all qiwrters of the globe. By means of two short 
canals, already described, an inland water communication 
of great extent and value is on the point of being effected. 
Lastly, by the Midland and Great Western Railway, which 
as nearly as possible bisects Ireland, Galway and Dublin are 
. inseparably joined together by a line of communication, 
..*wlttoh, bettdes being the nearest and speediest, is the shortest 
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that oould have been devised between the Irish Channel and 
the great Atlantic Ooean — Nature's thoroughfare between the 
United Kiogdom and the two continents of America. 

Thid connection which formerly existed between Galwajr 
and Spain is not only recorded in history, is not only to be 
traced in the architecture of Lynches Castle, also in the wide 
entries, arched gateways, stone- muliioned windows, and out- 
side stairs of several ancient mansions in the town, but the 
traveller, as he runs, can most legibly read it in the dark eyee, 
noble features, and high-bred demeanour, that in Galway in 
particular, and throughout Connemara in general, constantly 
remind him of the fact ; indeed, I repeatedly met men and 
women whose countenances, to say nothing of their garb, 
would any where have induced me to address them in Spanish 
rath.-r than in English. 

The* town is now a medley of streets and buildings of vari- 
ous dates, forming altogether a strange, incongruous, but very 
happy family of narrow, crooked alleys, broad thoroughfiires, 
docks, churches, dispensaries, chapels, banks, jails, court-houses, 
nunneries, barrack-^, monasteries, storehouses, breweries, a union 
w^orkhouse, distilleries, flour-mills, docks, bridges, a magnifi- 
cent railway hotel just constructed, sevend ancient houses just 
falling, a number of hovels of the most wretched appearance, 
evidently destined to be replaced very shortly by mansions 
of wealth and luxury. There are several streets composed 
almost entirely of immense warehouses, from four to six 
stories high, each with a small pent-house-covered crane 
affixed to its upper stratum. These vast receptacles are now 
nearly all empty ; and, on inquiring the reason, I was briefly 
informed that Galway, which used to import and bond com 
in great qiiantities, now exports it. 

Queen's College, just completed on the outside of the town, 
is one of the chastest and handsomest public edifices I have 
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ever seen. It is a pity, however, that the lowness of its posi- 
tion prevents it from contributing as much as it ought to ibe 
general beauty of the town. In its vicinity is a large poor- 
house, built eight years ago ; and about 100 yards from it, 
on an elevated plot composed of emerald-^een turf and beds 
of beautiful flowers, stands a school-house, resembling very 
much a modem villa ; and yet, in their immediate neighbour- 
hood, are to be seen unroofed huts, miserable cabins, a con- 
fusion of tottering, crooked stone walls surrounding small en- 
closures, many of which are so full of rocks that they really 
resemble a rising crop of young tombstones, several, like 
children's second teeth, coming out all crooked. 

As I was strolling through the suburbs, I came to a potato 
market, in which I found, squatted on the ground, a number 
of women, four or five of whom were suckling ravenous in- 
fants. Of the potatoes, which in heaps were before them, it 
was sad to observe many diseased, some quite rotten. The 
clothes of buyers, as well as sellers, were also, generally 
speaking, in the very last stage of consumption. The arms 
of the jacket of one old man beside me, had each been re- 
placed with a portion of a coarse gray worsted stocking, in 
holes ; and his corduroy breeches, which had no buttons at 
the knees, had been mended with pieces of cloth of various 
hues. Several of the women's red petticoats had likewise 
been patched with old flannel and rags of so many colours, 
that the garment resembled altogether a printed map of 
modem Europe, the scarlet bit being, of course, the papal 
dominions. In a m antilla of old blanket, fantastically shrouded 
over her head, so as to show nothing of an aged face but an 
Arab nose, a pair of piercing eyes, and a very small portion 
of sallow complexion, there sat at. my feet a regular Spanish 
beggar. Before me two fine little bare-footed boys, of about 
five years old, stood for some minutes whapping each other 
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mi die head ; st last one tried to pull the hair of toother one, 
but, as his mother had happened to cut it almost to the quiek, 
the Utde urchin coteld grasp nothing, until he bethought him- 
iself of catching hold of the yeUow nde-locks of his comrade, 
which in dead silence he i^teadilj pulled with all his force. 
"And that's the way," said I to myself; " that the Protestants 
of Ireland are said to deal with their Catholic brethren !" In 
the middle of this group stood erect a stout man, in official 
charge of an iron triangle, from the apex of which hung scales 
for weighing potatoes, diseases and all. As I was loolcing at 
lum, a pretty, half-naked child of about two years old tottled 
up, and in high glee whipped my 1^ with a stick. " Och ! 
ye blackguard," exclaimed an old woman sitting behind me 
on the ground with her legs sticking out, showing me, when I 
turned round, ten up^pointed toes and a pair of soles as hard 
as hide. In all directions was to be heard a deal of very 
rough female cackling, and occasionally laughter, but no quar- 
relling. In the midst of the whole stood here and there, with 
drooping head and motionless thin tail, a donkey, patiently 
bearing a pannier laden with turf, secured by straw ropes. 

After proceeding some way, I was gradually assailed by a 
yery strong smell, and summoning my eyes to the elucidation 
of this discovery of my nose, I perceived hanging, on some 
rails before me, a quanlaty of salted conger-eels, split open ; 
in short, 1 found myself in a fish-market, with roadcerel, 
** hake," and other beings fresh from the vasty deep, of such 
guttural names, that, although they were over and over again 
pronounced to me, I felt the alphabet had not consonants 
enough to repeat them. A gentleman, who happened to 
stand near me, pointing to a basket of young herrings about 
the sifee of sjMrate, observed to me, '*' It*s a great shame they 
should be allowed to take t^m so young.** I replied, *^ Why, 
theremufltbe plenty of all agea in the sea !" ^And 
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cvtlftimed an old fiib-woniaa «t our ado, ^^ ibe M9 is ridMr 
UiMi tbelandP 

Fora few moments I stood gaziog at a loofleaB and almort 
floorleas building, of Sfianish arehitecture, on the corioodj 
worked front of which was inscribed, in old stjrle, 

SBLaxixxA Sromti, 
1827. 
A woman pasring at the moment gratuitoudj informed me it 
was the oldest house in the town. 

As I was crossing the great esplanade in front of Eilroy's 

• hotel, I suddenly heard the din of martial music, and soon 
aaw approaching me, preceded by a crowd of ragged, bare- 
footed boys, a regiment of soldiers, whose fine scarlet clothes 
and white crossed belts formed a striking contrast with ^the 
dingy, crooked, narrow street from which they had emeiged. 
After admiring for some time the dock, which appears to 
be most admirably constructed, I observed doee to it, quite 
apart from Uie town of Galway, a little dty of cabins, entirely 
inhabited by fishermen and their families. It is called ^ The 
Qaddagh ;'' and as I had heard much of their strange habits, 

, prejudkses, superstitions, and of their being governed almost 
exclusively by their own laws, with considerable curiosity I 

; slowly dived into it I must own, however, I was wofuliy 
disappointed ; for, although it certainly was strange to wandiur 
by oneself through winding, narrow streets of huts, containing 
a population of nearly 1300 people, yet with this eccentricity 

. there was mixed up so much filth and misery, that the amal- 
gam altogether was any thing but attractive. 

As mjght natoraUy be expected, the firet thing I ran 

' against in the city of The Claddagh was a tall, dirty, oldw^ 
man, with a long fish dangling, as if it had grown there, from 
Jier right hand. ^ .^ r 
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On each side of every street the doors of the cabins were 
wide open. On entering one of them I i(>und, kneeling on 
the ground in the middle ^ her chamber, an old woman, with 
one tooth, preparing, in a wooden bowl, for two little pigs, a 
quantity of potato-parings, which they were eyeing and she 
chopping very attentively. Around her were walking, and 
now and then interjectionally hopping, three hens. ^ After 
the disorder," said the aged creature to me, pointing with her 
bony, dry chin to her two pigs, *' they're very sick I" 

In another cabin I found four women nipidly making nets^ 
and a very old man, in rags, slowly combing his hair. 

After passing through several streets of cabins, in which I 
usually saw, mixed up in different proportions, half naked 
children, pigs, fowls, women, and nets, I heard an astonishing 
cackling of female voices, and on arriving at the hovel from 
which it proceeded I was suddenly surrounded by ten or a 
dozen women, of various ages, who— n«in. eon. — appointed 
nie high-judge and arbitrator in a dispute of apparently ex- 
traordinary importance. As, however, they all addressed me 
at once, in a confusion of tongues that must very closely have 
resembled that of Babel, I am unable to impart to the reader, 
simply because I don't know, what in the whole world it was 
all about * The only person in the group that said nothing 
was a p(K>r woman, of about thirty, who, with eyes streaming 
with tears as she looked at me, and with a countenance of ex- 
cruciating grief, was bitterly crying. ** Her husbind his been 
just drowned !" observed to me one old wife. " That 'oman," 
exclaimed to me a stout girl, down whose flushed and vio- 
lently-heated cheeks tears appeared to be almost hissing as 
one after another they rapidly fell on the ground — *'that 
'oman, yere AmV," said she, pointing to a female on her 
right, '^ borped I might be a cripple !" 

"" Oh, never nund," said I to her ia a soothing tone ; but 
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as I only made her cry more violently, and as her sobs seemed 
about equally to excite the voices of plaintlfTs as well as of 
defendants, I gave up the cause in despair ; and accordingly, 
turning on my heels, and deferring judgment, I left the court, 
and in doing so nearly ran against a boy carrying a basket on 
a naked arm ; his right leg was barely covered with blue 
rags, his left leg with brown cloth ; and through both, as also 
through his jacket, sundry pieces of white skin were peeping 
at me. 

As I wandered I hardly knew where, I entered a tarred- 
roofed cabin, in which I found hanging round a fire a quantity 
of drenched blue sailors' clothes, in rags ; from the blade 
rafters drooped, in form of a cone, a net which a sturdy wo- 
man was mending. While talking to her I heard something 
breathing apoplectically hard, and looking towards the sound 
I saw, on a little patch of straw, two very fat piebald pigs ; 
close to them was a heap of muscle-shells, and a smoked 
wicker cradle containing a sleeping infant begrimed -with 
dirt. 

In the pea-green book, to which I have so often had occa- 
sion to refer, the English tourist !s informed that the people 
of " The Claddagh will marry with no one but themselves." 
"I should like to know who'd marry themr said I to myself 
rather petulantly — ^principally because at the moment of the 
intemperate expression I felt something or another crawling 
on and occasionally biting my legs. In short, of all the dirty 
places in this world I have ever had occasion to visit, The 
Claddagh is the worst. 

" They really,** I said to myself, improperly irritated by 
the tingling in my legs, " should be swept off the surface of 
the globe, and the easiest and least painful mode of putting 
them to death," I added, as with my umbrella I slightly 
scratched my left ankle, ^ would be suddenly t6 wadi them, 
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-vrhich, like o9 on a wasp, or a drop of prussic acid on the 
tongue of a dog, would inevitably in an instant render them 
inanimate.^ 

On extricating myself from this extraordinary congr^a- 
tion I observed close on the adjoining dock, whose admirable 
.construction had already attracted my attention, a line hewn- 
stone building, three stories high, surmounted by a lai^e 
statue or Bgure of a fisherman with his hat on, leaning with 
his left hand on an anchor^ and holding in his right hand a 



" He'd a fine green flag in thart hand," said to me wiih 
evident pride an old fisherman who had attentively been re- 
marking what I was looking at, '^ the day the Lord Liftinunt 
was here !" 

The building in question, on which was inscribed in large 
letters, " Claddagh National Piscatory School, ak, 
MDCcoxLVi.,'' at a cost of 1200Z., had been constructed for the 
children, male and female, of the fishermen of the Gaddagh, 
on a site where a few years ago salmon could be caught. 

On entering it I found, bare-footed, but with clean &ces and 
in decent attire, about 130 children in narrow rooms, in which 
the girls were instructed to sew, spin, read and write ; and 
the boys, in addition, to make nets, &c. On the walls were 
several pictures, the most striking of which was a very large 
fish; there were also maps, the model of a ship, ^c. The 
improvement in their appearance was certainly very striking. 
A very respectable-looking priest, who was in attendance, 
earnestly solidted me to write my opinion of the school in a 
book which he presented to me for that purpose ; as, however, 
my object in my little tour in Ireland was to listen to opin- 
ions rather than impart them, as courteously as I could, I de- 
clined. 

Moored t0 die wharf was a Ktde, black steamer widt a 
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^maX\ mised teff dock imm«duitelj abaft tlie blMk iiuuMl, 
which wa» in midahip. 

On its fliera was the word '^O'CoinrBLL.'* At ita prow, 
with wings extended, was a very large, white, £&t bird, with 
a pouting breast and hooked bill. 

^ Is that an eagle P said I dubiously to a small group of 
the Claddagh fishermen, who, in blue jackets and weather-worn 
trowaers, were standing indolently beside it. 

^I don*t know," replied one. ^Yere ArnV can judge 
better than we can !" '^ Ut*s like an agle !" said another. ^ I 
thmk ut's a doove !*' said a third, ^ or a goole !" 

^ Where does this little steamer go to V^ I inquired. 

^ She's been doing nothing, divil a hap'orth, fur months. 
Last wake she took the Lord Liftinunt and his lady up thro' 
the locks. They stood thegither alone on that deck. The 
ady'Cumps were arl in front. Ivery soule cheered um. Twaa 
a fine sight, yere ArnV ! Ut was, indade !'' 

From the dock I went to the constabulary barradcs, the 
force of which in Galway consists of one sub-inspector, one 
head-constable, five constables, two acting ditto, thirty-eight 
sub-ditto. 

The sub-inspector was on duty at the Court-house, but 
from the head-constable I learned that the particular duties 
of the force consisted '* in protecting property, the d«»cks, and 
. the quays, on which arrive a quantity of sea-weed and goods 
from the country ; in attending to emigrant vessels, in keepmg 
returns of emigration, 6z;c.'' 

During my tour, wherever I went, I had observed that 

• Irish dogs are infected with a wooden log tied round their 

. necks, and which bruises their koees if they attempt to go 

. &ster than a trot. " It's inflicted on um by the aristixsracy of 

England !" said a man of whom I had modestly, inquired on 

the subject 1 oertainly mwardlj laughed at the ide% but en 



, Makm% Um oonstabie why the dogs of Galwaj were all tackled 
in this extraordinary way, he produced to me, to my asUtttak- 
ment, an Act of Parliament, authorizing ^ all dogs within fifty 
yards of any public road to be logged ;" and, moreover, under 
a warrant fifom the Justice of the Petty Sessions district, any 
sub-inspector, head, or other constable to '^ seize or kill any 
such dog." It must, however, be recollected that this log is 
no doubt wisely intended by Parliament to balance the inflic- 
tion upon English dogs of the income-tax ; and as an English 
dog runs about unfettered, but taxed^ and an Irish dog lives 
untaxed, but logged^ it would admit of argument, if the twa 
dogs" were to meet, which was the freest animal of the two. ^ 

I had now a few questions to put to the constable on a 
subject of very great importance, on which I was particularly 
desirous to obtain accurate official information. 

From the morning on which I had visited the great model 
National School in Marlborough street, Dublin, to the hour of 
my arrival at Gaiway, I had remarked in the Irish finale 
countenance an innate or native modesty more clearly legible 
than it has ever been my fortune to read in journeying throHgh 
any other country on the globe. 

Of the pure and estimable character of Englishwomen, I 
believe no one is a more enthusiastic admirer than myself; 
.nevertheless I must adhere to the truth of what I have above 
stated, and I do so without apology, because I am convinced 
. Uiat no man of ordinary observation can have travelled, or 
can now travel, through Ireland, without corroborating the 
fact. 

But I have lived long enough to know that outward ap- 
pearance cannot always be trusted, and, accordingly, wherever 
.1 went, I made inquiries, the result of which was not only to 
confirm, but to over-confirm, my own observation; indeed, 
bom the Besideat Commiasioiiex: of the. Board of .National 
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Education in the metropolis, down to the go verm ot of jaSs 
and maatcra of the remotest workhouses, I received sCatemeiita 
of the chastity of the Irishwomen so extraordhiary, tiiat I mnst 
confess I could not believe them ; in truth I was infimtdj 
more puzzled by what I heard than by the simple erideooe of 
my own eyes. 

I resolved, therefore, that before I concluded mj iriffing 
tour, the sole object of which had been to inform myself as 
correctly as possible of the real character of the Irish people, 
I would, instead of generalities, come to particulars on tiie 
subject in question, and I accordingly put to the constable the 
following questions, the answers to which I wrote as he pro- 
nounced them : — 

Q. " How long haT« you he«& <n duty in Oahray r 

A, ^ Above nine J99n»* 

Q^ ** Have yon unioh erioM h«re r 

A, ** V«ty UtU« ; it prindpally ooosisti of petty IsreenioB." 

Q, " HaT« there been here many illegitimate diildren T 

A, * Scarcely any. During the whole of the eight yean I bare been 
OD duty here I have not known of an illegitimate child being reared up m 
any &mily in the town." 

Q, ** What do you mean by being reared up T 

A, **1 mean, ihat» being acquainted with eyeiy fitmily in Gahrayy I 
have never known of a child of that descriptioD being bonL" 

Q, ** Does that &ct apply to the fishing village of * The Claddaghf * 

A, ** Particularly bo." 

Q. "Do you mean to eay that, to your knowledge, tiiere has nevw 
bdea an iUegitimate diild in the town of Oalway T 

A, **l have hBard that a servant-girl has had coe, but at the present 
momeDt thMs is no such case in my mind. In the viUaga of * Claddaghr 
they get their obUdren mamed veiy young;" 

The above statements appeared to me so extraordinary, 
that I begged the constable to be so good as to conduct me to. 
Ms commanding officer, (sub-inspector,) a weU-edoeated and 
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highly intelligent gentleman, whom we foand at the Court- 
house, seated on the bench with the magistrates. As soon as 
the business was over I went with him to. his lodgings, and, 
after some conversation on the subject, I asked him the fol- 
lowing questions : — 

Q. ** How long have you been on duty here I" 

-4. "Only ax months." 

Q. " During that time have you known of any inBtance of an illegiti- 
mate child being bom in the village of the Claddagh r 

A, ** Not only have I never known of such a case, but I have never 
heard any person attribute such a case to the fisherwomen of Claddagh. 
I was on duty in the three islands of Arnin, inhabited almost ezdusively 
by fishermen, who also &nn potatoes, and I never heard of one of their 
women — ^who are remarkable for their beauty — having had an illegitimate 
diild, nor did I ever hear it attributed to them ; indeed, I have been in- 
formed by Mr. -"—, a magistrate who has lived in Galway for eight 
years, and has been on temporary duty in the island of Arran, that he also 
had never heard there of a case of that nature. These people, however, 
when required to pay poor-rates, having no native poor of their own in the 
workhouse, resisted the payment of what they considered a very unjust 
tax — in fiict^ they doeed their doors» and the rate was only partially col- 
lected." 

The officer, seeing that I took great interest in the subject 
on which I had been conversing with him, sent for some 
subordinates, who, he observed, had been longer in Galway 
than himself. 

They arrived separately, and the information of the head- 
constable, (sergeant,) in reply to the same questions I had 
put to the constable, were as follows : — 

A. **1 have been here better than two years, and dining that time I 
have never known of any woman of Claddagh having had an illegitimate 
child — ^indeed, I have never even heard of it.'' 

Q, " Have you ever known of any such case in Galway T 
4. ** (Hi, I think there have been some cases in toim. Of my own 
knowledge I cannot say so^ but I have heard of it" 
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and gave his opinion as follows : — 

<^. ** Hoir long hftve joa been in duuge of the Claddagfa Tillage T 

A, *^l have been nine yean here, fcr five yean of whidi last Kaidi 
I have been in chaige of daddagfa." 

Q, ** During that time hai there been an illegitimate child b«a 
therer 

A. *'No^ I have nerer beard of it, and if it had bappcaed I ihoold 
hare been fare to haye heard of it» as they wooUn't hare aUotred her to 
stop in the Tillage." 

Q. * Have yon ercr heard of any that occ u rred hefvre jam aimalT 

Q. ** During the nine years yoahaTe been in Chdway,haTe yooknofwa 
«f any eases that haTe ooenrred there T 

A. ** Wdl, there were Teiy few: only one that I hnow of my own 
knowledge. 

Q. " Are the Claddagfa people always as slorenly m their persons as I 
haye seen them to-day V 

A. ''Oh, nol 00 Sundays the fishermen turn out clean and neat, in 
bhje jackets and troweerR, and eboes. The women turn out witii scarlet 
doaks and white caps; the young women with their hair trimmed nod 
bound up yery tastily.* 

" And yet," said I to myself, " what ornament can these 
poor young people pnt on equal to that virtuous character 
which they wear wherever they go, and which, in spite of 
their poverty, it appears no human power can deprive them 
of!" 

He added, " But they are very improvident ; they make 
much money in summer. I have known them catch 260 pair 
of soles in one haul." 

The officer here stated, and the last witness (the pergeant) 
who had been in charge of Caddngh for the last five years, 
subsequently of his own accord ri peated the assertion, that 
until lately " the crime of theft had hern utterly unknown 
among the fishermen, and was almost so now ; in fact,^' added 
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.die a^eairt, '' no theft has ocomred In Gaddagh during my 

time." 

From the officers' quarters I hastened to The Claddagh, 
and, hiring a boat, I desired a couple of boys, who evidently 
looked upon me as the best fish they had caught for some 
time, to take me aboard an em^rant ship heavily laden with 
passengers, (they had only yesterday taken leave of their 
friends,) and lying in the bay, about a mile and a half off. 

There was a nice fresh side breeze, and after rolling about 
for a few minutes, while the youngsters were hauling up the 
sail, the 15-year-old pilot took the helm, and I and his oom^ 
rade, aged 17, sat down close by him to windward. 

Of course it was the interest and object of these lads to 
make the most of the haul they had got^ and accordingly, said 
the youngest, 

" The UyhihouK is a very nice place. Would your AmV 
like to see utr 

" Art-fry^ there,'' said the other, pointing to a desolate- 
looking spot, more than 12 miles by road from Galway, "^ is 
the nicest place in a' the town. Will your Am'r go to vtf* 

*' No, I thank you I" I replied, ^' i want only to go to that 
ship ; do you know what sort of emigrants are on board of it]" 

'^ They're all from this neighbourhood," he replied. After 
pausing for a few seconds, he added, *' They're distroyed out 
of this land, and must go to Ameriky !" 

** How long have you been a fisherman 1" said I to the 
eldest of my crew. 

'' We're been to «ay," ejaculated the youngest, '^ yere 
Am'r, since we were four years awake !" Pointing to the 
stone ballast in the centre and at the bottom of the boat, he 
added, *^ That's our bed ; we're aften out a week wejb through 
in these little boats ; for winter we have big boats^ of from 
twelve to fifteen tons ; this little one ia but four." 
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**• What do jou subsist on while you are oatT I inquired. 

^ We ate bread, and cook mackerel with turf, and we 
arlwajs carry two kegs of warter with us." 

'< But," said I, "^ will the fish you catch for sale k9tp for 
five days r 

" Oh, yes, y ere Am'r," he replied ; " we take the goots and 
liver out o' um, and then they'll keep a week.*' 

But by this time we had got close to the black vessel, a 
" bark," over whose stem I observed hanging by the heels, 
and gently vibrating, twenty-five flacdd-looking cabbages, 
among whidi there appeared, written in large white letters, 

THE ALBION OF ARBROATH. 

Over the gunwale were ragged a line of rustic faces, male 
and female, all quietly looking at us. In a few seconds, how- 
ever, we were alongside, and I had scarcely stepped among 
the crowd, when the interest of my arrival having completely 
ceased, no one took the slightest notice of me ; however, on 
one of the crew passing me, I be^ed he would tell the cap- 
tain I would be glad to see him. In about five minutes he 
came up fi*om below, told me he was very busy serving out 
provisions, but that I was quite welcome to go over the vessel, 
and he desired a sailor-boy to accompany me. 

On the deck, besides a number of steerage passengers, 
were three or four women of superior jgarb, sitting rather in- 
dolently, reading. The boy told me the bark was registered 
at 302 tons ; and he then led me down below between decks, 
which, as soon as I could see — for at first I fiuicied I was in 
almost utter darkness — appeared completely thronged with 
country people, very poorly, but clean and decently dressed ; 
in fact, it was evident they were all in their best clothes. 

On each side, throughout the whole length of the vessel, 
without any ourt^ns or compartments to separate them, were, 



one above the other, two tiers of berths, each 4 feet 8 inches 
broad by 5 feet 10 inches in length. Each of these beds 
were nominally for two people. 

" What do they pay for theml" I asked the boy. 

•* Those of full age pay 3/. 10«., under age jB/.," he replied. 

" Whart / pay," exclaimed a female voice from a berth 
on my right, " for myself and two chilthren, one three and 
the other five, is 8/. 55. I have here, myself, my two chil- 
thren, and another woman !" 

Although I was thus loudly addressed, no one noticed me ; 
in &ct, they had not room to do so. In several of the berths 
I saw powerful-looking men lying indolently ; the distance 
from their faces to the deck above them was 2 feet 7 inches. 

After worming my way through a number of women, 
some of whom were erectly arranging their berths, others 
stooping to ferret into trunks, and others sitting placidly 
mending extremely old clothes, I came to the hold, down 
which a small gleam of sunshine from above was illuminating 
the red moist face of the captain, who, in a blue superfine 
jacket, blue foraging cap, and in a clean shirt, but without 
his stock, was very busily occupied in weighing out, and 
noting down in a book he held in his hand, meal for his path 
sengers. 

After saying but a few words — for I did not like to inter- 
rupt him-^I proceeded onwards with the boy, who told me 
that in the several adjoining berths "cousins, friends, and 
families go together," until I came to a crowd, which for a 
few seconds obstructed me. " Come along out o' thart and 
let hum pass !" exclaimed the fine, manly voice of an emi- 
grant who had observed my predicament. Very shortly an- 
other poor fellow, fancying I belonged to the ship, came up to 
me and asked me sometiiing about meal. " This man,*' re- 
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plied the sailor-boj, ** has nothmg to do with you r and mj 
Meod accordingly turned aside. 

Affixed to one of the berths I observed a placard of printed 
regulations, which I own appeared to me to have been con- 
cocted by some one not very conversant with the various 
mdescribable dStagrSment of a gale of wind ; for instance it 
ordained — 

** That all the pMaengen mittt be oat of bed by eeren o'clock, a.]l; 
Um duldren to be then washed and dressed: all to be in bed by ten, r.x. 

** lliatt when the emigrants Tictoal and cook for themselves, the orer- 
aeer will see that each fiunily has its regular hoar at the cooking-pUMie. 

<*Tbat there be issaed to eadi passenger three quarts of water, not 
less often than twice a week. Bfead, biscoitk flour, oatmeal, and rice— rin 
all, seven pounds per week. One-half of the supply to consist of bread or 
biscuit ; and if potatoes be used, five pounds to be reckoned equal to one 
pound <^ breadstuff 

« That the waahfag days be OB Monday and Friday^ 

"No amoking; gamhliiy, swearing, or improper lai^giuigei io be •!• 
lowed. 

<* No sailor to be allowed between d^cka, except on duty," ^ dae. 

After reading these regulations, and gazing on both rades, 
and as far as between decks my eyes could reach, at the men, 
women, and diildren, who in numerous groups, active, passive, 
and neuter, were apparently blocking up the thoroughfiure, f 
could not help feeling very keenly how little they were aware 
of the discomforts of being jumbled together during a sea 
voyage, and, above all, of the tragic catastrophes that have 
so often in one relentless gulf buried the cares, sorrows, 
hopes, and lives, of shipload after shipload of poor Irish emi. 
grants — such as were now around me and before me, nursing 
infants, unpacking and repacking boxes, making beds, and en- 
gaged in numl^erless other little domestic arrangements. On 
a curtainless berth beside me, in -extreme lassitude, sat a 
slight, elegant-lookiug girl, of about seventeen, very poorly 
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dressed ; her elbows nearly touched each other — ^the backs of 
her hands rested on her lap, on which her eyes also listlesslj 
reposed — ^her whole attitude appeared collapsed and unstrung. 
In fact, she was the personification of the word ^' Evictiov !" 

" Erin, my oountiy, thoogfa asd and fonaken. 
In dreams I reyi«it thy sea-beaten shore ; 
But, alas 1 in a fiur-distant land I awaken. 

And sig^ for the friends who can meet me no more. 

" Where is my eabindoor, fiMt by the wildwood I 
Sisters and sire 1 did ye weep for its fiUl I 
Where is the mother that smiled on my childhood f 
Aild where is the bo$om fiiendt dkauee than all T 

The picture before me was, on the whole, so cUstressing 
that I was glad to find myself again in my boat ; and as the 
distance between it and the emigrant bark gradually increased, 
my mind became engrossed with one simple, single, and 
natural subject of inquiry — ^namely, Wht are these oood 

PEOPLE LEAVING THEIR NATIVE HOMES ? " Why," Said I tO 

myself, as I finally closed the note-book of my little tour — 
^ why, for so long a period, have the inhabitants of Ireland 
been oentrifugally ejected from their country, as if its lovely, 
verdant surface were a land blasted by pestilence, or as if its 
virtuous and intelligent peasantry were malefactors who had 
been sentenced to transportation ?" 

From the year 1620, when the pilgrim fathers went out, 
up to the present time, not less than 9^ mOlions of Irish hav« 
emigrated from England, Ireland, and the Cf^iadas, to the 
United States of America. 

From 1806 to 1851, not less than ^ millions of the Irish 
people have emigrated from their country. 

From 1841 to 1851 upwards of 1| mUlicm have left Ire- 
land. 
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In the single year 1851 Irish emigration. amounted to no 
less than 257,372 ; and even from the Clyde, of 14,435 emi- 
grants who in 1851 sailed to America, above one-third were 
Irish! 

In London there are more Irish than in Dublin. In Man- 
chester and Salford more Irish than in Cork. In Glasgow as 
many Irish and descendants of Irish as in Bel&st. There are 
more Irish (bom in Ireland) now living in Glasgow than there 
are living at Belfast Irish who have been bom there. Of the 
Anglo-Saxon and Celtic races abroad, nearly one-half of the 
whole are Irish. 
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